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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRAZILIAN SENATOR ON LACK OF PARAGUAYAN DEMOCRACY 
PY031248 Asuncion LA TARDE in Spanish 25 Mar 87 p 8 


[Text] During a press conference held on 24 March at the Guarani Hotel, 
Senator Severo Gomez, president of the International Affairs Department of the 
Brazilian Congress, said that “the democracy that they say exists in Paraguay 
does not exist. There are many human rights aspects being disregarded which 
should be respected, such as the closure of newspapers and radios, the 
persecution of opposition politicians and any type repression.” 


Severo Gomes added: “We cannot recommend anything to the Paraguayan 
Government because that could be understood as interference in Paraguayan 
internal affairs and we do not want to do that. However, we will report to 
Itamaraty the violation of human rights taking place here and will find ways 
to express solidarity in an effective manner so that this visit would not be 


in vain.” 


Gomes also said: “The Brazilian congressmen who visited Paraguay will write a 
report on our visit and this will be published in Brazilian newspapers. There 
is not real democracy here. The speeches of the congressmen of the official 
party are identical to the speeches we used to hear in the Brazilian Congress 
during the military regime.” 


Gomes also rejected the accusations made by Julian Chaparro, Colorado Party 
Councilman, indicating that he was a minister under the President Geisel 
administration and not under Medici. Gomes added that when he was a minister 
he defended the same principles that he is defending now: “A nationalist 
economic policy, equality in the country, struggle against the violation of 
human rights and a democratic opening were the principles 1 advocated then, 
and I advocate them now.” 


/12913 
CSO: 3348/861 
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CUBAN BISHOPS ARRIVE LATE FOR CELAM CONCLAVE IN PARAGUAY 
PY141732 Asuncion HOY in Spanish 14 Mar 87 p 7 


[Text] Msgr Hector Luis Pena, Bishop of Holguin, Cuba, arrived yesterday, 
almost one week late, to attend the CELAM conclave. He was accompanied by 
Msgr Adolfo Rodriguez, president of the Cuban Episcopal Conference. Msgr Pena 
said: “The Church always lives with hope in the midst of a social situation. 
I believe that the Cuban Church has all kinds of difficulties, but thanks to 
the attitude of the ecclesiastical institution, there will someday be a new 
reality.” 


Asked if the Cuban faithful are experiencing difficulties attending church 
services, Msgr Pena replied that “there are always difficulties, as I believe 
there are in other places, but currently a favorable relaxation can be 
noticed, even among laymen.” 


Asked if there is real dialogue between the Church and the Cuban Government, 
the Bishop of Holguin said: “We are holding dialogue, seeking a positive 
pathway.” 


As for the problem of vocation for the priesthood, Msgr Pena said “It has not 
increased in Cuba; the number of those who want to be priests is reduced. In 
Cuba, the number of seminarians during all these years has remained over 100, 
which is a very high figure. There are fewer seminarians now,” because of the 
difficulties the Fidel Castro regime imposes on those who practice the 
Christian relation, the Cuban bishop pointed out. 


The Cuban delegation arrived in our country yesterday before dawn. Msgr Pena 
gave this explanation: “We spent a week in Panama waiting for visas from the 
Paraguayan Government. This problem was solved by talking directly with the 
Paraguayan ambassador to Panama, who told us that he was giving us the vias 
verbally, and that we would not have any trouble. This is how we entered 
Paraguay without difficulty, and we were courteously received, despite the 
very early hour we arrived. 


/12913 
CSO: 3348/861 
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COPPAL MEETING IN PERU SUPPORTS INTEGRITY OF BELIZE 
Belize City THE BELIZE TIMES in English 1 Mar 87 pp ke ae 


[Text] 


The Chairman of the People’s 
United Party, Mr. Said Musa, re- 
turned home last Tuesday after 
attending a conference of poli- 
tical parties of the region held 
in Lima, Peru from the the 19th 
to the 21st. February. 

Representatives from the 
various political parties includ- 
ing the P.R.I. of Mexico, Man- 
ley's P.N.P. of Jamaica and the 
ruling P.R.D. of Panama together 
with over twenty political par- 
ties in the Americas (the big- 
gest such meeting of its kind 
ever) gave their unanimous endorse- 
_ ment to a resolution supporting 
the full territorial integrity of 
Belize in the face of the un- 
founded Guatemalan claim to our 
country. The full text of the ree 
solution is published in this 
issue ‘of THE BELIZE TIMES. [No 


such text found. ] 


The conference was hosted by 
the governing Aprista party of 
Peru whose young and dynamic Pres- 
“$dent Alan Garcia met and held 
discussions with all the represen- 
tatives. 

The People's United Party is 
one of the long establishéd mem- 
bers of COPPAL - the Permanent Con- 
ference on Political Parties of 
Latin America and the Caribbear. 
COPPAL champions the democratic 
process in the Americas, is a - 
gainst foreign intervention in 
the region and is committed to the 
peace efforts of the Contadora 
Group for the settlement of the 
crisis in Central America. 


/9317 
cso: 3298/181 
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BRIEFS 


PARAGUAYAN-ARGENTINE ENERGY AGREEMENT--Paraguay's ANDE, National Power 
Administration, and Argentina's Energy Secretariat have formalized a 
cooperation agreement which provides for the interconnection of the Paraguayan 
and the Argentine power networks. During a first stage, the Paraguayan power 
network will be connected to the Misiones Province power network via 
Encarnacion-Posadas and Carlos Antonio Lopez-Eldorado. [Summary] [Asuncion 
EL DIARIO in Spanish 31 Mar 87 p 13 PY] /12913 


ANDRES PEREZ ON ANTI-CUBAN RESOLUTION-~-Former Venezuelan President Carlos 
Andres Perez has stressed in Buenos Aires that there is no reason to isolate 
Cuba from the continent. The former leader praised the decision made by Latin 
American governments that opposed an anti-Cuban resolution presented in Geneva 
by the United States. Andres Perez said the Latin American countries at the 
UN Human Rights Conference demonstrated a dignified independence from the 
Reagan administration's maneuvers. [Text] [Havana Radio Rebelde Network in 
Spanish 0000 GMT 20 Mar 87 FL] /12913 


CSO: 3348/861 





ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


THRONE SPEECH OPENS NEW SESSION OF PARLIAMENT 
St Johns THE NATION in English 13 Mar 87 pp 6-7, 8 


[Apparent text of speech from The Throne to open fourth session of 
Parliament by Governor General Sir Wilfred Jacobs; date not specified] 


[Text ] 


“The World Bank report 
released in November, 1986 
stated that “over the past 
three years, the economy of 
Antigua has _ performed 
strongly, with real growth 
in excess of 6% per annum. 
The impetus for this growth 
has been the very robust 
performance of the tourism 
sector...” It further stated 
that “as a result of this 
strong performance, many 
existing operators plan to 
increase capacity, which, to- 
gether with the construction 
of the Deep Bay Hotel Pro- 
ject, should provide a 
further stimulus to the 
economy in the immediate 
future.” 

“This year, my Govern- 
ment is pledged to continue 
in the same vein, and will 
continue in its efforts of fos- 
tering further economic 
buoyancy, as well as de- 
velopment and advances in 
all areas of human en- 


deavour. 
“With regard to 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, five 


full vears have elapsed since 


my Government led this | 


country into independence 
and sovereignty over all our 
affairs. During that period 


we have had a proud record 
in international relations. 

“At the United Nations 
and its affiliate bodies such 
as UNESCO, ILO, WHO 
and FAO , we have earned 
the respect of many coun- 
trics for our principled 
positions on world issues. 
In recognition of our con- 
tribution, we have been 
elected to the governing 
body of UNESCO and the 
World Food Council. Cur- 
rently, our country is a can- 
didate for a seat on the gov- 
erning council of the Inter- 
national Labour Organiza- 
tion. 

“In the Commonwealth 
and the Organization of 
American States we have 
continued to play active 
roles. We sit on the Com- 
monwealth Committee on 
Southern Africa, and ours 
is one of three Common- 
wealth Countries which was 
elected to a special commit- 
tee to liaise between the 
Commonwealth Committee 
on Southern Africa and the 
UN Committee on apar- 
thied, to devise means of 
counteracting South Afri- 
can propaganda. 


“At the Organization of 
American States, we have 
chaired council meetings 
and contributed, in a sig- 
nificant way, to the resolu- 
tion of difficult issues 
through negotiations. Ours 
is a record of which all An- 
tiguans and Barbudans can 
be justly proud. 

“My Government re- 
mains deeply committed to 
the Organisation of Eastern 
Caribbean States (OECS) 
and to the Caribbean Com- 
munity and Common Mar- 
ket (CARICOM). While 
my Government believes 
that political federation 
must remain a goal of all 
Caribbean Countries, it is 
anxious to witness the 
deepening and strengthen- 
ing of the integration pro- 
cess aS a precursor to re- 
newed efforts to establish 
such a federation. 


‘‘In particular, my Gov- 
ernment will actively sup- 
port the creation of a 
CARICOM _ enterprise 


Caribbean countries can 
pool resources, including 
money and human skills, 








into a collective entity to be- 
nefit all participating states. 


“My Government hopes 
that this year will witness a 
return to the original pre- 
cepts and purposes of the 
Caribbean Common Mar- 
ket and, to this end, we wili 
work energetically to secure 
a removul of all restrictions 
on trade among Caricom 
Countries. 

“In the view of my Gov- 
ernment an allocation of in- 
dustry scheme, based on the 
principles of fair and equit- 
able distribution and the 
need to ensure that integra- 
tion bencfits all, still re- 


mains an important element ' 


in the conditions which 
would provide the right at- 
mosphere for a public dis- 
cussion on federation. My 
Government will support 
activities designed to estab- 
lish such a scheme. 

‘My Government has al- 
ways valued its close re- 
lationship with its tradi- 
tional friends, Britain, 
Canada and the United 
States of America. My Gov- 
ernment expects to con- 
tinue the process of deepen- 
ing and enriching these re- 


lationships in the course of , 


this year. 

“My Government reaf- 
firms its friendship with 
Venezuela. In 1986, my 
Government extended the 
hand of friendship to coun- 
tries in Latin America with 
which we share a common 
history of colonial occupa- 
tion and with which we as- 
pire to common goals of de- 
velopment. We have 
worked closely with our 
Latin American neighbours 
in the UN, UNESCO and 
the OAS. 

“During the course of 
1987 my Government hopes 
to build on these attemtps 
to strengthen the relation- 
ship between Latin 
America and the Caribbean 
by encouraging direct con- 
sultation at ministerial level 


and by programmes of co- 
operation in trade, tourism, 
agriculture and culture. 
“My Government reaf- 
firms its friendship with the 
People’s Republic of China 
and looks forward to the 


strengthening of relations. 

“European Countries 
have begun to play a hcipful 
role in our development 
process through the com- 
mission of the European 
Economic Community. My 
Government is thankful for 
the interest which Euro- 
pean Nations have shown in 
our development and it will 
continue to foster close rela- 
tions with European Na- 
tions through the EEC and 
at a bilateral level with as 
many countries as Our re- 
sources will permit. 

**Finally, my Govern- 
ment reiterates its abhor- 
rence of the evil system of 
apartheid in South Africa 
and pledges to work for its 
downfall. For my Govern- 
ment is convinced that the 
perpetuation of apartheid in 
South Africa is the root 
cause of all of South Africa’s 
problems and is a con- 
tributor to tensions which 
exist among other nations at 
the international level. 


‘<In the view of my Gover- 
ment, only the eradication 
of aparheid in South Africa 
can guarantee peace and 
security in Southern Africa, 
and remove the tension from 
the relations between other 
states which are forced to 
take one side or the other in 
this troubled land. 

“I now turn to domestic 
matters. 

‘**My Government has an- 
nounced the creation of a 
new Ministry of Home Af- 
fairs with responsibility for 
the following subjects: 
Civil Service Affairs, Estab- 
lishment, The Training 
Division, Local Govern- 
ment, Management Ser- 
vices, Disaster Prepared- 
ness, Citizens Welfare and 


Independence Celebra- 
tions. 

“During 1987 special em- 
phasis will be placed on the 
setting up of the machinery 
for local Government. The 
objectives are to set up Dis- 
trict Councils throughout 
Antigua to give the people 
an appreciative understand- 
ing of the democratic pro- 
cess and opportunities to 
participate in the workings 
of the Government machin- 
ery, and also to enable them 
to initiate co-operative 
measures for improving 
conditions in the several dis- 
tricts. 

“The inexpediency of try- 
ing to set up councils over 
the entire island of Antigua 
in one year is recognised. 
Effort will therefore be di- 
rected at first, toward the 
setting up of three councils 
by mid-year. One in a dis- 
trict in the northern arca of 
the island, one in the south 
and one in the central area. 
A local Government officer 
with three assistants will be 
recruited during the year. 

“During 1987 my Gov- 


"ernment will place emphasis 


on the creation of a Citizens 
Welfare Office within the 
Ministry. This office will 
function as a social outreach 
to different categories of dis- 
tressed individuals. A Chief 
Welfare Officer with two as- 
sistants will be recruited 
during the year. 


TRAINING 


“This year the Training 
Division will continue its cf- 
forts to improve the level of 
efficiency in the Civil Ser- 
vice through training in 
areas of public and indus- 
trial relations, personnel 
management, accounting, 
secretarial and computer 
training. Overseas facilities 
will also be utilised for train- 
ing in social welfare and 
other specialised courses. 





“My Government is re- 
cruiting into the service sev- 
eral qualified and profes- 
sional nationals who are giv- 
ing the benefit of their 
higher education for the de- 
velopment of their country. 
This is in keeping with the 
avowed policy to improve 
the strength of the various 
departments so as to ensure 
more efficient service to the 
public. 

SALARIES 


‘My Government has de- 
cided to take steps to im- 
prove the salaries of Civil 
Servants in 1987, and to this 
end arrangements are being 
made to implement the 
Civil Service Act 1984 by 
giving the appropriate re- 
cognised assoc.ations the 
portunity to negotiate with 
the Establishmen’ Depart- 
ment. Such negotia‘ion is in 
operation at the moment. It 
is expected that improved 
salaries will attract more 
qualified and experienced 
candidates, especially in the 
technical and professional 
areas. 

“Another area envisaged 
for improvement in the ad- 
ministration of the Civil 
Service is if the monitoring 
of the service, and in this 
connection consideration is 
being given more effective 
means of appraisal, deport- 
ment and utilization of staff. 


PROPER BALANCE 


“In the area of Economic 
Development, Tourism and 
Energy, my Government 
will continue to pursue the 
aim of a proper balance in 
its Tourism Industry in terms 
of the amourt and type of 
accommodat: «v and ac- 
tivities and will therefore 
promote and encourage 
such tourism proposals as 
are commitant with this 
aim. 

“The tourism industry is 
essentially a service oriented 





industry, hence my Gover:- 
ment must ensure that those 
who work in the industry 
receive appropriate orienta- 
tion. To that end my Gov- 
ernment will introduce 
firstly, a system of registra- 
tion, testing and certifying 
of taxi-drivers to upgrade 
their knowledge and perfor- 
mance. Secondly, my Gov- 
ernment will also in- 
stitutionalise supervisory 
and middle management 


training at the Hotel Train- 


ing Centre to provide a 
mechanism by which capa- 
ble Antiguans and Barbu- 
dans can qualify for upward 
mobility in the hotel indus- 
try. 
‘‘Furthermore, my Gov- 
ernment will take steps to 
physically expand the Hotel 
Training Centre so as to in- 
crease its capacity to play a 
larger role in the continued 
development of our human 
resources. 

‘‘My Government has 
secured the services of a 
Commonwealth Fund for 
Technical Co-operation 
(CFTC) expert in tourism 
planning and he is now 
working on a medium to 
long term tourism develop- 
ment plan. This plan will 
form part of the Macro- 
Economic Development 
Plan which is being pre- 
pared by the re-activated 
Central Planning Unit 
within the Ministry of 
Economic Development, 
Tourism and Energy. 


PLANNING EXPERT 


“The operation of the 
Development Planning 
Unit has been a problem 
over the past few years be- 
cause of the shortage of 
qualified nationals to staff 
the unit. Its reactivation has 
been made possible by the 
addition of an economic 
planning = expert also 
through the CFTC, and two 
other technical assistance 








experts in financial manage- 
ment and economic statis- 
tics whose services have 
been made available by the 
United States Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID). My Government 
is indeed grateful to these 
two international agencies 
for this assistance. 

‘In order to accelerate 
the pace of the industrializa- 
tion programme, my Gov- 
ernment has reactivated the 
Industrial Developmet 
Board (IDB). Members of 
the new board have already 
beeis identified and profes- 
sional staff is already in 
place. 

‘The IDB will-be respon- 
sible for industrial promo- 
tion, the Administration of 
the Fiscal Incentives Act, 
Management of the Indust- 
rial Parks as well as the Pro- 
vision of Extension Services 
to Indigenous Businesses. 

“In its promotion ac- 
tivities, the IDB will liaise 
with the trade offices over- 
seas as well as with the 
newly established East 
Caribbean Investment 
Promotion Services, based 
in Washington D.C. the 
IDB will also co-ordinate 
my Government's export 
development programme 
and will liaise with the East 
Caribbean States Export 
Development Agency 
(ECSEDA), an agency es- 
tablished to promote the de- 
velpment of exports of East 
Caribbean States. 


CONCERN 


“My Government is con- 
cerned over the continuing 
difficulties surrounding 
intra-regional trade and has 
decided that the IDB should 
make a new drive into extra- 
regional markets in an ef- 
fort to establish new indus- 
tries such as Data Entry, 
Health Care Facilities and 
Services to benefit from the 


aging North American and 
European populations 
which have much disposa- 
ble income. The IDB will 
also explore the possibilities 
to bring in high technology 
as well as capital intensive 
manufacturing industries. 

“Energy demand in An- 
tigua and Barbuda con- 
tinues to increase at a Sig- 
nificant rate. Accordingly 
energy policy and planning 
must receive constant atten- 
tion. 

‘Through the recently es- 
tablished Energy Desk and 
the contracting of an energy 
firm my Government will 
not only ensure that the sup- 
ply of energy ts more than 
adequate but will also seek 
to encourage and develop 
new and renewable sources 
of energy with the aim of 
making it available and af- 


fordable to users. 


“With reference to the 


Women's Desk, there will 
be an expansion of the pro- 
jects and programmes con- 
ducted in the Adult Educa- 


tion Classes. My Govern- 
ment will give full support 
to the skills training pro- 
gramme, especially weaving 
which aims at the develop- 
ment of an indigenous in- 
dustry and the enhance- 
ment of employment oppor- 
tunities for women. 


RESEARCTI- 


‘““My Government will 
conduct research on the liv- 
ing conditions of women and 
their families to further im- 
prove the quality of life. The 
laws of the country will be 
re-examined in regurd to 
women, and revisions made 
where necessary. 


“My Government will 
also take major steps to 
eliminate violence against 
women and child abuse. 

“The Non-Formal Youth 
Skills Training Project was 
introduced in 1986 and has 
so far trained and placed 
over two hundred and fifty 
(250) youths in jobs. The 
special characteristic of this 
project is that its success is 
measured in terms of the 
number of job placements 
it makes. 

“My Government will in- 
crease its involvement in 
this project so as to gradu- 
ally institutionalise it for 
cventtul takcover when the 
two international agencies, 


the OAS and the USAID 


will have withdrawn 
from the projects. 


Gratitude 


"My Government tenders its sincere appreciation and gratitude to all inter- 
national donor countries and agencies for the various types of assistance 
received in 1986 and expected in 1987. 


"In regard to Education, Culture and Youth Affairs, my Government intends 

to pursue its programme of infrastructural improvements in order to 

continue to provide better and more attractive learning environments. In 
this effort my Government wishes to record its appreciation for the assist- 
ance it continues to receive from the various aid agencies. The following 
projects, briefly described, are a good indication of the significant capital 
development being initiated by the Ministry of Education, Culture and Youth 
Affairs. 


"With assistance received by way of a United Kingdom Development Aid Grant, 
my Government will continue with the rehabilitation and expansion of the 
Clare Hall Secondary School. There will be the construction of a voca- 
tional block and an auditorium, and the provision of equipment and furniture. 
And with assistance from the British Development Division in the Caribbean, 
rehabilitation will be carried out at the Bendals Primary School. 


Preliminary Proposals 


"My Government through the Ministry of Education in conjunction with the 
Ministry of Public Works has also drafted preliminary proposals for three 
other major capital projects: the construction of two new Primary Schools, 
one in the village of Swetes, and the other in the village of Sea View 











Farm and the rehabilitation of the Princess Margaret School. The British 
Development Division has been approached for funding for the Swetes 

Project while the Sea View Farm and the Princess Margaret Schools are 
expected to be funded under the CDB/USAID basic needs trust fund performance 
programme. 


My Government is keenly aware of the great need to improve both the Pares 
Primary and the Pares Secondary School plants and will be initiating action 
this year to bring about structural improvements in both schools. 


"On this the Tenth Anniversary of the Antigua State College, my Government 
intends to continue with the development of this our tertiary education 
institution, taking into consideration staff, programme and physical 
facilities. Staff improvement has already been initiated since scholarships 
to pursue degree courses have been secured for two teachers of the Engineer- 
ing Department. Discussions have started with the University of the West 
Indies regarding the possibility of allowing the college to prepare students 
for the N2-lst year university programme. It is the intention of my govern- 
ment to establish a recreational lounge for the students. 


"In the field of sports, my government will be giving much attention to 
the further development of our facilities at community and national levels 
and the training of coaches and instructors. This is necessitated by the 
growing number of requests to host regional and international competitions 
which enhance our reputation for hospitality and efficiency. 


Simultaneously, my government intends to place much emphasis on the foster- 
ing of international sporting contacts through youth and adult tours. 


"During the past year, membership and circulation at the Public Library 
increased significantly. To upgrade the facility in terms of user service 
and improve efficiency to cope with the demands of over eleven hundred 
members with a book circulation in excess of 33,000, my Government intends 
to embark on a programme of staff development which will be achieved through 
institutional and inservice training and increase in personnel. 


"Another information facility which will receive some important input for 
its further development is the national archives. My government will 
provide for the institution of a processing unit which will be complementary 
with the micro-filming unit already in place. With such equipment the 
institution will be able to embark on pbuilding, processing and storing 
valuable records for The Nation. 


"My Government will be exploring avenues for the training of staff attached 
to the Boy's Training School, so that they will be equipped to deal effec- 
tively with complex situations and needs which frequently arise among the 
youngsters. It is also expected that the vocational centre recently estab- 
lished there will become fully operational during the course of this year. 











"My Government recognises the generous assistance and invaluable contribu- 
tion of the Private Sector made to the Nation's Cultural Development 
Process through its Department of Culture. Currently, the department is 
making a judicious use of this assistance and contribution in carrying out 
a programme of cultural retrieval which involves much research into the 
nation's cultural heritage, this will be documented by my government's 
appropriate ministry. 


"Turning now to to the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, Lands and Housing, 
my Government is pleased to announce that hundreds of acres of lands left 

as rough pasture after the decline of sugar, is once more back under the 
plough this year. This is the first sign of a bouyant and productive 
agricultural sector this year. 


"To meet this expected surge in vegetable production, CMC has established 
an export programme through the Caribbean Agricultural Trading Corporation 
(CATCO), which will ship out over a hundred thousand pounds of vegetables 
per week. In addition, the marketing intelligence service will provide 
information that will allow production planning, thus reducing the incidence 
of gluts. CMC will also continue to make available to farmers, fertilizers, 
seeds and pesticides at concessionary prices. 


"In my Government's effort to develop a technological vanguard in the sector, 
the Antigua Sugar Industry Corporation (ASIC) will continue to establish a 
drip irrigation vegetable farm of fifty (50) acres in the first instance. 

In addition, as part of its diversification efforts, the corporation will 
also continue to expand its herd of genetically improved livestock. ASIC 
will also continue to provide land preparation services to farmers as_ well 
as being the largest single producer of cotton on the island. 


"As regards water conservation, my government with the assistance of the 
Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations, will develop 
a longterm soil and water conservation plan as well as provide equipment 
and staff training in an effort to strengthen the institutional capability 
in this area. My Government with the assistance of FAO will also establish 
an irrigational research project which will provide training and data on 
micro-sprinklers, drip irrigation and farm conservation practices, which 
will be used to design new irrigational and soil conservation systems 

as well as fine-tuned existing ones. 


"My Government recently acquired a backhoe and a bulldozer for the agricul- 
tural sector. Farmers will subsequently be assisted with pond cl: ning, 
repairs and construction of dams. This effort along with the services 
offered by the Public Works Ministry and private equipment owners will 
provide a much enhanced capability of increasing water storage capacity 

for agricultural purposes. My Government will also continue to use its 
limited resources to help those farmers who help themselves in an effort 

to expand its dam construction resources. 
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"My Government intends to finalise negotiations for the contractual purchase 
of future cotton crops while plans for the setting up of regional cotton mill 
will be explored with our regional community members. Research work at the 
cotton station will continue apace. 


"The distribution of pineapple planting material to farmers will be accele- 
rated this year in an effort to increase production of pineapple by farmers 
for both the fresh fruit trade and as inputs for the continued development 

of our agro industrial base. In this regard, the FAO has just approved a 
grant of uS$45,000.00 to the government to assist in accelerating its pine- 
apple production development programme. The grant will be used to finance 
advisory services to establish drip irrigation and plastic mulch to intensify 
pineapple production at Cades Bay and by selective farmers. 


"My Government intends to place greater emphasis on improved management 
and protection of our natural resources during 1987. In this regard, 
the programme of reafforestation will be expanded. 


"My Government will also be seeking CIDA's commitment to assist in the 
development of a longterm forestry management plan. 


"The European Development Fund (EDF) has agreed to finance a comprehensive 
livestock development project which has as its objectives the phasing out 
of landless farmers and the development of longleased small farms, live- 
stock system based on improved pastures, genetic stock, husbandry methods 
and butchering techniques. 


"My Government has received funding for the implementation of its compre- 
hensive fisheries plan this year. In this regard, a chief fisheries 
officer will be appointed, along with several other staff members. Both 
the physical and human resource base of the department will be strengthened 
as part of the institution building programme. Training courses will be 
provided to fishermen in modern techniques of fish harvesting which will 
allow more efficient exploitation of our presently under-utilised pelagic 
fishing resources. Improved storage and docking facilities will be 
provided. 


"During this year, My Government will be updating its agricultural policy 
statement as well as completing a macro planning model of the sector. A 
centralised planning unit will also be established at the Ministry's 
headquarters. 


"Research and development work on processed foods and medical plants will 
continue during 1987. The new laboratory facilities at Dunbars will 
significantly enhance our research and development drive, especially in 
food. Further progress will be made this year in establishing a bureau 

of standards. One of the chief functions of the bureau of standars will 
be to prepare and promote the general adoption and implementation of stand- 
ards on a national and international basis relating to local produce and 
manufactured goods as well as imported goods which are traded on the local 


market. 








"My Government is committed in making it possible for citizens particularly 
low and middle income earners to own their homes. In this regard, the 
authority has secured a loan from a Commercial Bank for on-lending to 
persons who wish to acquire houses. 


"Now that control of lands is under one Ministry, my Government intends to 
institute a comprehensive land management policy backed by a fully computer- 
ised data system. With updated and accurate land ownership information, 

my Government intends to rigourously enforce a more equitable distribution 
of lands. In an effort to better facilitate the continuing boom in 
construction, the development control authority will increase its technical 
capacity with the addition of several new staff members. 


"With respect to Labour and Cooperatives, my Government is conscious of 
the important role of good labour relations and its effect on foreign 
investment in the Nation. The Labour Department is committed to creating 
industrial calm and the proper environment for employers and employees to 
foster good relations and industrial peace. 


"My Government realizes the importance of sound employment statistics that 
are necessary for proper manpower planning. In this regard, efforts will 
be continued to conduct surveys and publications made on the findings in 
order to enhance more appropriate training for individuals in the various 
skills and technical trades. 


"My Government will be expanding its efforts to encourage greater interest 
in co-operative development. My Government is conscious of the stigma of 
untrustworthiness which by tradition acts as a deterrent to co-operative 
effort, and will therefore continue its programme of information and educa- 
tion to combat this unwillingness to recognize the benefits of co-operative 
developments among our people. 


"My Government is aware of the public outcry over high premiums being 
demanded by Insurance Companies and will encourage State Insurance Corpora- 
tion to become the catalyst in regulating the levels of insurance costs 
through a mechanism whereby the lowest possible rates will be maintained. 
In this the Tenth Anniversary year of State Insurance Corporation, efforts 
will be made to expand its insurance coverage in the marine sector, both 

at home and abroad, particularly in the Eastern Caribbean. 


"My Government will continue to give full support for the development of 
the National Resources Centre of the handicapped. The centre, through 
the resourcefullness of the placement officer and the co-operation of 
the Government, will be actively involved in the rehabilitation of the 
handicapped towards their full integration in the society. 


"With the continued assistance of my Government, the centre will effectively 


co-ordinate the dissemination of information to enhance crafts/skills 
training for manpower development. 
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"My Government, recognizing the active role of merchant shipping in the 
international sphere, intends to further promote and advance the cause 
of registering ships under our flag. In this regard, Maritime Consulates 
will be established in Germany and Greece with the authority to transact 
business and such other services involving Maritime shipping. 


"With reference to Legal Affairs, my government will continue to introduce 
modern laws of high quality in keeping with our stage of development to 
engender peace, harmony and social justice. 


"My Government will seek to strengthen all existing legal institutions 
with the necessary qualified staff as well as equipment. 


"The maintenance of law and order is a bastion to the stability of a 
country, and to this end my Government is ensuring that members of the 
police force are trained .and equipped with the necessary requirements 
for improved efficiency and effectiveness. 


"Turning now to the area of Public Utilities and Aviation, the completion 
of the V.C. Bird Airport Rehabilitation Project will greatly enhance 
operations at that facility. My Government, in keeping with ongoing air- 
port development, is to have installed three pairs of electronicaily 
controlled T.V. monitors at strategic points in the terminal building, in 
order to provide the traveling and general public with up-to-date informa- 
tion of scheduled flight movements, arrivals and departures: 


SCIOUS UI Le SUgina Ut Ul 
trustworthiness which by 
tradition acts as a deterrent 
to co-operative effort, and 
will therefore continue its 
programme of information 
and education to combat 
this unwillingness to recog- 
nize the benefits of co- 
operative developments 
among our people. 

“My Government is 
aware of the public outcry 
over high premiums being 
demanded by _ Insurance 
Companies and will encour- 
age State Insurance Corpo- 
ration to become the catalyst 
in regulating the levels of 
insurance costs through a 
mechanism whereby the 
lowest possible rates will be 
maintained. In this the 
Tenth Anniversary year of 
State Insurance Corpora- 
tion, efforts will be made to 
expand its insurance cover- 
age in the marine sector, 
both at home and abroad, 


particualrly in the Eastern 
Dacihbhana 


way resurfacing, construc- 
tion of an aircraft parking 
apron, construction of a gar- 
age to house the airport fire 
tender and tractor, repairs 
to existing fencing and an 
improved VIIF communica- 
tion channel between Cod- 
rington Airport and the 
V.C. Bird Control Tower. 
“In 1987 the Mcteorolo- 
gical Services will continuc 
to enhance its excellent re- 
cord of providing accurate 
and updated weather fore- 
casts to the gencral public, 
aviation community, 
marine interests and other 
islands in the Leeward 
chain. Several members of 
staff will receive additional 
training in institutions in the 
United States and the 
Caribbean, and a training 
programme for new staff 
members will be im- 
plemented. With the return 
of Mr. Ewald Samucl, who 
has successfully completed 
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a four year period of study 
in Hydrology and Civil Fn- 
ginccring, the Mectcorologi- 
cal Service will be providing 
professional service to the 
scientific management of 
the Nation’s water re- 
sources. My Government 
will also during the current 
year, replace, through the 
generosity of the United 
Kingdom Government, 
outdated — telecommunica- 
tions equipment, which will 
Icad to greater efficiency in 
the work of the division. 
‘“‘In regard to electricity 
the new eightcen Megawatt 
Plant at Crabhs will be com- 
missioned toward the end of 
the year. The transmission 
and distribution project cov- 
ering the installation of 
three 5-MVA regulated sub- 
stations and the building of 
twenty-eight miles of trans- 
mission lines is scheduled 
for completion this year. 








“By the end of 1987 the 
water supply in Antigua and 
Barbuda will have im-- 
proved considerably. My 
Government will have com- 
pleted the rehabilitation of 
two water treatment plants, | 
and two pumping stations. ° 
My Government will also — 
have installed a new pump- 
ing station and a new water | 
treatment plant at Bendals 
to replace the ex*sting' 
facilities at Grays Hill. In 
acaiion the newly con- 
structed desalinisation plant 
at Crabbs will become oper- 
ational. Major pipelines into 
newly developed areas and 
improvement of old pipe 
lines into other areas -will 
also have taken place. 

“Turning now to the area 
of health, my Government 
is cognisant of the need to 
develop a National Health 
Plan. In this regard, pre- 
liminary discussions were 
held with officials of the Pan 
American Health Organiza- 
tion during 1986 and it is 
expected that more active 
steps to draw up a plan will 
be taken during 1987. 

“In addition to PAHO, 
my Government wishes to 
express its gratitude to the 
many local and overseas or- 
ganisations which have pro- 
vided and continue to pro- 
vide much needed assis- 
tance through the Ministry 
of Health. 

‘My Government is pre- 
sently taking steps to deal 
with the two main problems 
influencing environmental 
health, namely solid waste 
disposal and liquid waste 
disposal. Active steps are 
now being made to imple- 
ment the Litter Act. The 
appointment of a solid 
waste manager will permit 
the development of a pro- 
gramme leading to an or- 
ganised system of solid 
waste disposal. 


“My Government is con- 
tinuing with training of Pub- 
lic Health Inspectors in the 


examination of meat and 
other foods to provide bet- 
ter control of foods pre- 
sented for sale. This is of 
increased importance in 
view of the attention which 
government has been pay- 
ing to ensure that meats, 
meat products and fish im- 
ported into Antigua are fit 
for human consumption. 
“In regard to Community 
Health, my Government 
will continue its programme 
of immunisation against 
measies, mumps _ and 
rubella. With the improved 
facilities in the clinics at All 
Saints, Parham and Cedar 
Grove, better accommoda- 
tions have now been pro- 
vided for clients, and pro- 
posais have been put for- 
ward for the renovation and 


‘extension of the Johnson's 


Point Clinic and the pur- 
chase of properties at 
Freetown and Newfield for 
conversion into new health 
clinics. A health information 
system will be introduced in 
order to provide adequate 
information for planning 
programmes and for evalua- 
tion of activities. 

“Efforts have already 
been made to ensure 
adequate suppiies of drugs 
at the Holberton Hospital 
throughout the year. Vari- 
ous departments, especially 
the Pathological Labora- 
tory, X-ray Department and 
the Blackburn Wards un- 
derwent extensive renova- 
tion and improvement. Ad- 
ditional radiographers were 
provided for the X-ray De- 
partment. Further extensive 
building and the installation 
of modern equipment will 
enable the Holberton Hospi- 
tal to provide highly 
specialised diagnostic ser- 
vices. These services to- 
gether with the development 
of an Orthopaedic Depart- 
ment, will enable Holberton 
Hospital to provide a high 
standard of care and thus 
reduce the need for referral 
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of patients for treatment 
overseas. 


With the help of numer- 
ous generous individuals 
and social groups, Fiennes 
continues to provide good 
care to many of our senior 
citizens, and plans to trans- 
form the institution into a 
**Home for the Aged’’ have 
been redoubled. ‘My Gov- 
ernment wishes to express 
its appreciation for this un- 
dertaking by the social out- 
reach committee of the Ang- 
lican Church, the Commit- 
tee of Concerned Citizens 
and the Rotary Club. 

**Admissions to the Men- 
tal Hospitai continue to de- 
cline as greater emphasis is 
placed on clinic treatment of 
mentally disturbed persons. 
Work at improving the 
physical facilities at the in- 
stitution will continue in 
1987. The gate and fence 
have been repnired and 
steps have been taken to 
clear the area of the broken 
down and derelict vehicles 
which now litter the en- 
trance to the institution. 

‘“‘Like 1986, there are 
only three patients at Pearns 
Leper Home and with the 
advancement. in medical 
care for lepers, urgent con- 
sideration is being given to 
the possibility of finding re- 
latives and/or friends to take 
care of them, with govern- 
ment assistance. 


“In regard to Public 
Works, my Government in 
its continuing commitment 
to promote better and safer 
roads for all users, will press 
on with the next phase of 
the road rehabilitation pro- 
ject. This new programme - 
Phase 2 of the Lome 3 
Agreement is a follow-up of 
Phase 1 and is structured to 
continue the improvement 
process of highways and 
arterial roads that are 
linked to main economic 
sub-sectors. Special care 








will be taken to ensure 
minimum of disruption of 
vehicular traffic. 

‘“Included in this major 
road rehabilitation thrust 
are: Barrymore to Halcyon 
Cove, Dickenson Bay Street 
to Refinery bend, Factory 
Road to Airport, Isaac’s 
Garage Pigotts via Fitches 
Creek, Sugar Factory to 
Mount Joy, Mount Joy to 
Willikies, Christian Hill, 
Mamora Bay Road, All 
Saints English Harbour 
Road, Valley Road, Creek 
Side, John Hughes, Swetes 
to Bendals, Bendals to Saw- 
colts, Market to Hawksbill, 
Urban St. John’s will be im- 
proved and upgraded and 
should rank among the best 
in the world when com- 
pleted. 

‘My Government expects 
that this substantial invest- 
ment in roads infrastructure 
will be a catylist for in- 
creased economic activity 
resulting in the establish- 
ment of new businesses. Es- 
tablished traders, construc- 
tion business and farmers 
will be able to take advan- 
tage of easier accessibility. 

‘‘My Government will ad- 
ditionally acquire certain 
basic equipment that will en- 
sure proper maintenance of 
all roads. In this connection, 
my Government intends to 
acquire a bitumen hot mix 
plant with a capacity of 64 
tons per hour, a primary 
stone crusher capable of 
producing 120 tons . of 
crushed stone, and a paver 
more familiarly known in 
local circles as a barber 
green. 

“Extensive precautions 
will also be taken that are 
designed to minimise risk of 
all road users. In this re- 
gard, my Government in- 
tends to embark on a pro- 
gramme that will include the 
use of traffic lights. 

“My Government is con- 
cerned that the time is ripe 
for this added facility. It is 
envisaged to give effect to 


this. Safety of vehicular 
traffic is a self-interest con- 
cern and in collaboration 
with the Private Sector, my 
Government will put in 
place measures that will op- 
timise interplay between all 
road users. 

During 1987, my Govern- 
mtnt will involve itself in a 
number of major building 
projects. The gencral resto- 
ration of class room blocks, 
administration building, lib- 
rary, bathrooms, extension 
of laboratory and home 
economic centres. Over 20 
government buildings 
which include several 


schools, police stations, in- 
' stitutions, office blocks and 


homes are targeted for sub- 
stantial repairs and mainte- 
nance. 


As a matter of policy, my 
Government intends during 
1987 to concentrate on a 
scheduled maintenance and 
repairs programme which 
has at its core timely 
maintenance that will ob- 
viate the need for morc 


. costly reconstruction 
works. 


“The year 1987 is likely 
to see an increase over the 
2233 repair jobs which in- 
cluded 110 major overhaul 
of vehicle and plant re- 
corded at the mechanical 
workshop last year. During 
the previous two years, my 
government acquired some 
new items of vehicle and 
plant and expects in 1987 to 
purchase even more sophis- 
ticated vehicle plant and 
equipment. 

“My Government  in- 
tends to strengthen the ser- 
vice capacity of the work- 
shop through the provision 
of better and up-to-date 
facilities and tools, and re- 
cruitment of qualified and 
experienced mechanics to 
meet the needs of the in- 
creasing requests for quality 
service. 

“Training will be a prior- 
ity and every opportunity 
will be taken to increase the 
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skills and expertise of tech- 
nical and semi-technical 
staff. ‘The mechanical 
spares and material 
storeroom will be reor- 
ganised, and a new and bet- 
ter system will be developed 
that takes into account the 
increased flow of repair ser- 
vice and new plant and 
equipment. 

“Turning now to the 
broad area of information. 
My Government recognises 
that more and more the 
speed and accuracy of infor- 
mation is necessary for deci- 
sion making. It has there- 
fore taken steps to take full 
advantage of telecommuni- 

ications. Thus on February 
4, of this year, Antigua and 
| Barbuda became the 162nd 
lmember of the Interna- 
‘tional, Telecommunication 
Union. The ‘Tclecommuni- 
cations officer is currently 
attending a mecting in 
Geneva, in: -ffort to as- 
sist with the development 
and effectiveness of Tcle- 
communication Services 
particularly in regard to in- 
creasing their uscfulness 
and making them gencrally 
available to the public. 

“One of the most impor- 
tant factors in a Nation's 
growth and continucd de- 
velopment is the availability 
of sound statistical data, 
and the ability to provide 
such information to both 
the public and private sec- 
tors. 

To achieve this objective, 
my Government intends to 
implement a National Data 
Base Centre within the 
Ministry of Public Works 
and Communications. ‘*The 
National Data Base Centre 
will collect information from 
all government agencies as 

: well as from the private sec- 
\tor. Ths primary data will 
be computerized, processed 
and converted to useful in- 
formation for distribution 
to the Nation. The public and 
our business community will 








have available marketing in- 
formation, various types of 
business publications on the 
Nation as well gs demog- 
raphic data derived from 
our national census which 
would be a pri- 
mary undertaking of the 
centre. ‘‘The national data 
Base Centre would operate 
as a profitable business con- 
cern. 

“In regard to the govern- 
ment printing office, my 
Government is working to- 
ward the completion of the 
new premises presently 
under construction. New 
printing equipment/ 
Machinery will be installed, 
and the capacity and quality 
of work produced by the 
printery will be greatly im- 
proved. 

“My Government _re- 
mains firmly committed to 
improving the facilities of 
our print and broadcasting 
media. It is my Govern- 
ments obligation to use the 
media to educate, inform 
and entertain. 

“To this end my Govern- 
ment has found it necessary 
to reintroduce its weekly 
newspaper publication 
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under a new name The Na- 
tion. By this medium the 
public will familiarise itself 
with my Government's de- 
velopment programmes and 
objectives. , 

“My Government _ is 
proud of the operation of a 
new Harris Radio Transmit- 
ter presently being used at 
ABS Radio. This, coupled 
with the addition of new 
energetic staff members 
have vastly improved the 
station’s productions. With 
the success my Government 
intends to concentrate on 
the imporvement of the 
television station. 

“My Government has 
recognised the need for an 
adequate building to ac- 
commodate the staff of the 
broadcasting facilities. Ef- 
forts are therefore being 
made to carry out prepara- 
tory works for the construc- 
tion of broadcast complex at 
Scotts Hill to house both 
radio and television. In ad- 
dition to this my Govern- 
ment is finalising negotia- 
tions with the Caribbean 
Relay Company for acquisi- 
tion of the receiving station 
at Gunthropes for use by 
ABS. 
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“My Government is fully 
convinced that the need for 
training cannot be over em- 
phasized. It is therefore my 
Government's commitment 
to ensure an on-going train- 
ing programme for the be- 
nefit of broadcasters this 
year. 

“From the policies and 
programmes laid out before 
you, it will be recognised 

‘that my Government re- 
|mains firm in its commit- 
ment to the democratic pro- 
cess, and to the welfare of 
the people of Antigua and 
Barbuda. My Government 
remains determined to 
bring the utmost social and 
economic benefits to our 
‘beloved country. To this 
end it will press forward un- 
dauntingly and with the ut- 
most conviction. 

“Other measures will be 
laid before you. 

Honourable President of 
the Senate, Honourable 
Senators, Honourable 
Speaker, Honourable 
Members of the House of 
Representatives, I now de- 

clare this legislative session 
open and pray that the bles- 
sing of Almighty God rest 
upon your counsels. 








ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


GOVERNMENT'S 1987 BUDGET OFFERS GROWTH, NO NEW TAXES 
St Luce Statement 


Bridgetown CANA in English 1718 GMT 6 Mar 87 


[Text] St Johns, Antigua, March 6--The Antigua and Barbuda Government has 
presented an EC296.2 million dollar (1 EC dollar: 37 cents U.S.) tax-free 
budget for 1987, with Finance Minister John St Luce targeting manufacturing, 
tourism and agriculture for accelerated development. 


The budget--47.6 million dollars more than last year's EC248.6 million 
dollars--calls for FC187 million dollars in recurrent expenditure and 
capital spending of EC109.2 million dollars. Project revenue totals 
EC181 million dollars. 


The minister gave no indication of how the EC115.2 million dollar 1987 
deficit would be financed but indicated that government would intensify its 
tax collection and industrialisation efforts and provide incentives to 
agriculture. 


New and improved roads and new wards for the lone (Holberton) general 
hospital are among the projects in the government's capital works programme. 


In manufacturing, St Luce said the government, through the Eastern Caribbean 
investment services (ECIPS) would press on with identifying new investors, 
particularly in the area of agri-business, electronics and furniture. 


"The urgent need to further strengthen this sector is to develop small 
enclave manufacturing for the extra-regional market," St Luce said. This 
sector, he said, could benefit significantly from the duty free concessions 
offered the Caribbean by the United States and Canada under their respec- 
tive trade initiatives. 


The finance minister said there were also plans to further develop tourism 
to attract more foreign exchange. 


In agriculture, St Luce said government would continue to waive taxes and 
duties to the progressive farmers and raise output levels through its own 
projects to supply the available external markets. 


17 





He said the government, “with its progressive fiscal policy, "would also 
continue to provide farmers not only with agricultural inputs but with 
improved extension services and loan funds from the Antigua and Barbuda 
Development Bank (ABDB). 


Antigua-Barbuda, he said, was aiming at 5.5 percent economic growth this 
year. 


St Luce said government had begun discussions on renegotiating or reschedul- 
ing a large portion of the external debt in accordance with the recommenda- 
tions of British Merchant bankers Morgan Grenfell and Company. He gave no 
figures, but said the budget "will make adequate provision for current 
external debt service obligations on central government loans as well as 
some provision towards the accumulated arrears." 


"In this way, we will be making another positive effort towards halting the 
buildup of external arrears," he added. 


St Luce said effective yesterday, government had waived all arrears of 
income tax outstanding from December 31, 1976. He said after 10 years of 
vigorous collection efforts it was now becoming difficult to collect 
arrears of personal income tax because most debtors were either deceased 
persons, pensioners and older citizens without the means or ability to 


pay. 


The ruling Antigua Labor Party abandoned personal income tax when it 
returned to power after the 1976 general elections. 


Minister St Luce criticised the attitude of business establishments here 
which smuggled goods into the country to evade taxes. 


Government, he said, would upgrade anti-smuggling legislation this year, 
"in order to deal effectively with this threat to the government's revenue 
and to legitimate businesses in our country." 


"Revenue is of primary importance to government...and it is the civic 
responsibility of every citizen to ensure that his contribution to the 
running of the country is made," St Luce said. 


St Luce expressed concern too about local interest rates. He said the 
commercial banks were charging high interest rates on loans, while deposit 
rates had dropped significantly over the past two years. "The spread is 
too great and I am taking this opportunity to urge the commercial banks to 
lower the lending rates. 


"This will provide further incentive for businesses to expand and boost 


consumer spending, thus ensuring increased economic activity," St Luce 
said. 
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HERALD Report 


St Johns HERALD in English 6 Mar 87 pp 1, 2 


[Text } 


Continued 
economic growth, 
salary increases for 
Civil Servants, now 
new taxes, waiving 
of arrears on personal 
income tax are among 
the highlights of a 
record Budget for 
1987 presented to 
parliament by 
Finance Minister, 
Hon. John St. Luce. 

During 2 
presentation lasting for 
one and a half hours, and 
which was __ interrupted 
several times by 
applauses, Mr. St. Luce 
said government = is 


budgeting for $296.3 
million in recurrent and 
capital expenditure. 


Recurrent revenue was 
estimated at $181.1 


million thus showing a’ 


deficit of a little more than 
$6 million on the recurrent 
budget. 

The Finance 
Minister said the economy 
had performed remarkably 
well in the past year with 
all economy indications 
showing upward trends 
"Business activity, 
consumer spending, and 
construction, have all 
increased over the past 
year,” he noted. 

He said activity had 


ceached a new milestone up. 


to Sepicmber last year. 
"Total commercial 

bank liabilities in Antigua 

and Barbuda as at 30th 


September, 1986 amounted 
to $555.8 million - a new 
record. Of this total, $79.8 
million represented demand 
deposits, an increase of 
over $37 million — since 
December, 1981; $195.6 
million represented time 
deposits (sometimes called 
fixed deposits), an increase 
of $125 million; passbook 
savings, $122.1 million, 
an increase of $53 million 
during the same period,” he 
said.* * 

He continued, “in 
short, total deposits rose 
from $181.7 million at the 
end of independence year, 
to $397.4 million in 
September of last year, that 
is, more than 100% 
increase in less than 5 
years”. 

But Mr. St. Luce 
emphasised that the 
economic growth over the 
last five years did not take 
place in a vacuum. The 
government's 
philosophical approach to 
economic management and 
social responsibility had 
much to do with the 
economic performance. 


POLITICAL 
PHILOSOPHY 

The ALP 
Government is __ firmly 
committed to accelerating 
economic growth, this 
being the riost satisfactory 


political approach to 
reducing poverty,” he 
explained. “All empirical 
evidence confirms » that 


workers gain more from a 
larger gross national 
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product pie, than trom 
securing a larger slice of a 
pie that :emains the same 
size,” he explained. He 
added that the country has 
been experiencing growth 
at more than 6% per annum 
and that the workers’ share 
has increased above that 
percentage. 

Mr. St. Luce said 
his government has sought 
to play both a supporting - 
and, where necessary, 4 
Catelvtic role in economic 


development. In recent 
times, he added, 
government had to 


undertake three major 
infrastructural projects, all 
of which, have 
implications for sustained 
development of the vital 
tocrism sector. 

The Finance 
Minister promised that 
Civil Servants will receive 
a salary increase this year, 
and that this increase will 
be granted early in the 

ar. 

He said government 
will soon be holding talks 
with representatives of the 
various categories of 
government workers on the 
intended increases. The last 
increase to Civil Servants 
took effect in 1984. 

This is welcome 
news for Civil Servants 
particularly teachers, who 
have been advocating for 
salary increases for some 


The Minister 








'pternational tary 
‘Pitnd and the World Bank 
also predict _—continued 
economic bouyancy. He 
said government will not 
introduce any new tax 
measures, but will 
vigorously enforce all 
current tax laws. He also 
said government will waive 
all outstanding arrears on 
personal income tax up to 
the year, 1986. 

Debate on the 
budget commences on 
Monday 9th Ma.ch. 


Lester Bird Remarks 
St Johns HERALD in English 13 Mar 87 pp 6, 8 
[First of two-part "excerpts" from Deputy Prime Minister Lester Bird's 
contribution to debate on the government's proposed 1987 budget; date not 


specified] 


[Text ] 


Mr. Speaker, | 
strongly commended 
the Honourable Minis- 
ter of Finance on his 
delivery of an excel- 
lent, in fact the finest 
budget _ presentation 
probably in the history 
of this nation. This vi- 
brant presentation 
filled me with pride as 
an Antiguan and as a 
member of the Antigua 
Labour Party Govern- 
ment responsible for 
this remarkable his- 
toric growth in our eco- 
nomy. This presenta- 
tion surpassed rhetoric 
and isolated facts fi- 
gures, and presented in 
a very comprehensive 
and factual manner the 
growth of our economy 
and how our Labour 


Party Government has 
spearheaded this 
economic growth. 

Mr. Speaker, | would 
like to compliment this 
budget presentation and 
begin my debate by put- 
ting on record in detail 
the origins and growth of 
this driving force which is 
responsible for the rapid 
rate of development we 
are now experiencing. 

I would now like to 
spend some moments 
discussing the origins of 
this principle, and how 
the Antigua Labour 
Party's conviction to this 
principle has _ trans- 
formed Antigua and Bar- 
buda significantly, | will 
justify our past and future 
budget allocations by dis- 
cussing the contribution 


of my Ministry of the wel- 
fare of Antigua and Bar- 
buda from this context. 
This theme of giving 
workers a share in the 
wealth of Antigua and 
Barbuda dates back to the 
early days of the Labour 
Union when Antiguans 
owned a very little more 
than their labour and con- 
trolled much less. It was 
the struggle for better 
working conditions and 
higher pay which 
strengthened the Anti- 
guan workers; but in 
these early days of the 
Trade Union Movement, 
the struggle was not only 
for higher wages, better 
jobs, and better working 
conditions. But our bold 
and insightful pioneers 
were also fighting for 





workers to have a shape 
in their country. Accord- 
‘ing to the late Novel 
Richards in his book “The 
Struggle and the Con- 
quest”; the aim of the 
trade union was that the 
workers in the sugar in- 
dustry should be 


partners. This was a bold 
and daring statement be- 
cause during this time the 
entire economy was 
sugar and our workers 
had nothing else but their 
labour which they were 
fighting to bring to above 
subsistant standards. 
They had no _ political 
power, they had no capi- 
tal. Thus the union con- 
cerned itself with the total 
development of _ the 
worker from the stage of 
employee to employer. It 
was not limited then to 
just the salaries and work- 
ing conditions of the 
worker, and it should not 
be limited to that now. 
This commitment to mak- 
ing workers accepted as 
partners in thé sugar in- 
dustry led to the rise and 
growth of the indepen- 
dent farmer who pro- 
duced as much as 20% of 
the sugar needed. It led 
to the setting up of a co- 
operative store and bank. 
As early as 1952, the 
hotels aid ordinance was 
passed for the purpose of 
giving incentives to tourisin 
investors. During that period 
there were practically no 
hotels. 15 years later, due to 
our Labour Government, we 
saw over 35 hotels with over 
900 rooms. From 1964 to 
1971, our tourism arrivals 
grew from 48,674 tourists to 
67,637 representing an in- 
crease of 39%. During this 
period, Antigua became the 
leading tourist destination in 
the Eastern Caribbean. In 


1968, Antigua with 55,800 
tourists had the most 
tourists in the Eastern Carib- 
bean, in addition, it rep- 
resented as much as 38% of 
the total tourist arrivals in 
the Eastern Caribbean. This 
growth and transformation 
was not only impressive but 
also critical as sugar which 
our entire economy was 
once based on declined 
from 27,900 tons in 1963 to 
a mere 1,112 tons in 1968. 
A decline of 2,400% or an 
averge of 580% per annum. 
These significant achieve- 
ments by the pioneers of our 
Labour Party which was not 
only responsible for laying a 
firm foundation but for mov- 
ing Antigua from the posi- 
tion of one of the poorest 
countries in the Eastern 
Caribbean to one of the 
wealthiest, these significant 
achievements was ac- 
complished amidst consis- 
tent charges of corruption. 
They were accomplished 
amidst charges that they 
were building a weak and 
fragile economy based on 
foreign speculators and fly 
by nights, and economy 
which was bound to col- 
lapse. They were ac: 
complished amidst charges 
that our leadership was un- 
schooled and ignorant and 
dominated by foreigners. 
Although the guiding prin- 
ciple of our Labour Govern- 
ment was making our work- 
ers own a share in the de- 
velupment and wealth of our 
island, our Labour Govern- 
ment was also faced with the 
stark reality that our workers 
had no capital, no expertise, 
and no entrepreneural spirit, 
no business acumen all of 
which are essential in mak- 
ing our workers partners in 
the developinent process. A 
policy of investment by invi- 
tation to competent over- 
seas investors willing to 
bring the capital, and the ex- 
pertise and to train our work- 
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ers and create a climate con- 
dusive to the development 
and growth of small local in- 
vestors, was implemented. It 
was expected that our work: 
ers would accumulate capi- 
tal in the service industry 
servicing tourism, and that 
as tourism and other major 
sectors grew, our workers 
capital, expertise and busi- 
ness acumen would also 
grow. This has been very 
much the case, and as we 
move froin the foundation 
which our pioneers so very 
skillfully built to the struc 
ture we are now building, it 
has become casier to in 
volve the workers in the de. 
velopment process. Our 
workers are getting into the 
private sector at a much 
greater rate than even non 
nationals. They are getting 
concessions from our gov- 
ernment to get into hotel and 
hotel rated businesses, 
maufacturing and other 
businesses. Our workers are 
becoming employers. 

It has been just about 10 
years since | have been in 
public office, during the ten 
years | have been responsi- 
ble for the economic de- 
velopment of the nation. | 
will now discuss how my 
Ministry has facilitated not 
only the very rapid 
economic development of 
Antigua and Barbuda, but 
how it has done so holding 
fast to the principle upon 
which our party has been 
founded, and the basis on 
which it has been founded, 
and the basis which it has 
been elected to serve. 

According to the OECS 
1983 and 1985 statistical 
pocket digest, we have had 
a gross domestic product at 
current prices totalling 1.9 
billion dollars in six years 
ending in 1985. Our GDP 
in current prices grew from 
240.2 million in 1980 to 
409.3 million in 1985 repre- 


‘ senting a growth of 70% or 








an average growth of 14% 
per year. However, when we 
factor for inflation to com- 
pute real GDP and real 
growth, growth in GDP as is 
the practise, we find that 
from the period of 1977 to 
1986 the total goods and ser- 
vices produced in this state, 
which is referred to as gross 
domestic product, grew by 
63%. This represent an aver- 
age real growth of 6.3% per 
annum. Our economy grew 
every year with the excep- 
tion of 1982 when we experi- 
enced a marginal decline. In 
real dollar terms, after we 
allow for inflation, our total 
goods and services pro- 
duced grew from 
$153,300,00 in 1977 to ap- 
proximately $250,000.00 in 
1986. Our per capita income 
in real terms which is what 
we have produced per every 
man, woman and child has 
grown from alittle over 2,000 
in 1977 to a little over 3,000 
in 1986. Given today's 
prices, in 1985, our per 
capita income was $5,096 
making us second only to 
Montserrat in the OEFCS 
countries. Actually, — the 
statistics department is re- 
viewing the figures and indi- 
cations are that these rates 
will be revised upwards 
since some areas of 
economic activity i.e. ser- 
vices such as beauty salons, 
entertainment and the like 
are not usually captured in 


the GDP estimates. 

Mr. Speaker, this major 
growth in our economy is 
due primarily to tourism and 
secondarily to manufactur. 
ing. We can get a better feel 
for what this means and who 
was effected by this growth 
as we examine just a few of 
the sectors. 

We have from these two 
sectors alone created ov 
5,000 additional jobs t':.s 
represents approxiinat ‘ly 
20% of the labour force; ¢ 1d 
assisted a __ signific .- 
number of Antiguans going 
into or expanding _ their 
businesses in my ten year te- 
nure. In fact, in the last year 
alone we have granted 53 
Antiguans and Barbudans 
concessions to either go into 
business or expand and 
maintain their on going bus- 
iness. This represented over 
80% of the concessions 
granted in the last year. 

In the last ten years, 
tourism grew by 165% mov- 
ing from 56,338 stayover 
tourists arrivals in 1976 to 
149,322 in 1985. This repre- 
sents an average annual 
growth rate of 16.5%. In the 
last year alone, our stay over 
tourist sector grew by 7.4% 
while our more eratic cruise 
ship sector continued to de- 


monstrate good growth mov- 
ing from its past record of 
100,839 in 1985 to a new re- 
cord of 122,356 representing 
a growth of 21.3%. This 
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growth came about by our 
aggressive promotions 
which saw an addition 40 
cruise ship calls to our ports. 

During my tenure, over 21 
different resort accommoda- 
tion projects have gone into 
operation and over 9 exist- 
ing hotels have expanded 
and gone into operation as 


well. This development and 
expansion of resort accom- 
modation space has re- 
sulted in over an additonal 
1,200 rooms. If we assume 
that these hotels/con- 
dominiums employ one per- 
son per room, we can safely 
say that we have created di- 
rect and on going employ- 
ment for 1,200 workers. 
When we take into account 
that each room creates indi- 
rect employment of two ad- 
ditional people, you have to 
say that we have created em- 
ployment for 3,600 Anti- 


quans. 
Of twenty-one new resort 


developments started and in 
operation in my tenure 15 of 
them are owned by Antiguan 
nationals. 

In addition, the major 
hotels which are owned by 
non-nationals, over 50 Anti- 
guans are in key decision 
making management posi- 
tions. For example at An- 
chorage, Halfmoon Bay, the 
old section of Jolly Beach, 
and Curtain Bluff, the resi- 


| dent managers are all Anti- 


guans. 





More on Bird Speech 
St Johns HERALD in English 13 Mar 87 pp l, 2 


[Text] 


growth which Antigua 
and Barbuda has been 
experiencing over the 

years has been 


country has moved from 


high unemployment. 
“The major growth ir 


our 

primarily to tourism and 
secondarily to manufac- 
turing,” he said. 

He noted that tourism 
and manufacturing alone 
account for 5,000 addi- 
tional jobs which repre- 
sents 20% of the labour 
force. 

“These sectors have 
also enabled a significant 
number of nationals 
going into or expending 


their businesses in the ' 


last ten years. In fact, in 
the last year alone we 


have granted 53 Anti- 
guans and 
concessions to either go 


Minister also 

ed statistics and 

other related data con- 
firming the country’s 
economic growth which 


come by chance. “It came 
about because of the 
solid foundations built by 
the pioneers of the labour 
movement who wanted to 
see workers attain the 
commanding heights of 
the economy,” he 
explained. 

Mr. Bird also highligh- 
ted the fact that many 
Antiguans are not only 
owning their own hotel 
plants, but many others 
are moving into top posi- 
tions in other hotels. 

He added that while 





opposition forces 
searched for issues upon 
which to criticise the gov- 
ernment, the ALP Admin- 
istration has lived up to 
its commitment to the 

le. “We have made 
it possible for upward 
mobility from one genera- 
tion to the next which is 
unheard of for a country 
the size and with the li- 
mited resources of Anti- 
gua and Barbuda,” he 
explained. 

But he cautioned that 
while tourism has been 
dynamic in recent years, 
there's a need for diver- 
sification of the eco- 


. He also said 
there’s a need to maintain 


the environment condu- 
sive to both growth and 
investment. 

“Our people must be 


committed and patriotic 
towards their country and 
assist the government in 


its programme of de- 
velopment,” he inferred. 

The Deputy Prime 
Minister also supported a 


call by the Minister of Fi- 


nance for a lowering of 
bank interest rates on 
loans. 


"Interest rates are too excessive and the spread between interest on 
savings and loans is too wide," he noted. He said that while two banks 
have recently reduced their rates, the fall is not far enough. 


On the question of the US CBI programme, Mr Bird said that he was a firm 
supporter of the programme when it was first proposed, but in recent times 
he has been "very disappointed" with how the programme is working out. 


He explained that special interest groups and lobbyists in the United 
States have been able to whittle away much of the benefits of the programme. 


He called on the Reagan Administrtion to meet with Caribbean Governments 
to work out new modalities to hel) the region's manufacturing sector. 


The Deputy Prime Minister also expressed displeasure with the coverage the 
government's economic successes are receiving from the local media. 
"There's a big story to be told, but nobody's telling it," he said. He 
accused journalists of only wanting to report the "Bad" but who disregard 
the "Good" taking place in the country. 


Burden of Debt, Interest 
St Johns OUTLET in English 20 Mar 87 pp 1, 2 


[Text ] 


Finance Minister John St Luce, while 
refusing once again to give the amount 
of the National Debt, said in his annual 
Budget Speech, that "the largest slice 
of the Budget as always" will go to 
the repayment of public debt in 1987. 


The figure which the Antigua and Barbuda 
government and people will have _ to 
fork up this year to meet interest pay- 
ments on the public debt amounts to 
a staggering $36 million, or in the exact 
figure given by the Minister of Finance 
John St Luce, thirty-six million, three 
hundred and sixty thousand, two hundred 
and ninety-one dollars ($36,360,291) 


Finance Minister St Luce, sought to 
hide the facts while admitting that 
the Bird government had fallen in arrears 
on repaving the interest on the public 
debt, not to speak of the principal. 
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This could only bc gleaned from St 
Luce's statement in the Budget when 
he stated abruptly that the "Ministry 
of Finance has already indicated accep- 
tance of an arrangement for payment 
towards ‘interest arrears’. Continued 
St Luce "At this point, both Morgan 
Grenfell and Company and the Antigua 
and Barbuda Government are optimistic 
about a positive outcome to the negotia- 
tions on external debt arrears". 


St. Luce, as always, refused to say 
how much the government was in arrears, 
and why in: the light of his argument 
that the Antigua economy "was thriving" 
that government could not meet its 
debt arrears on interest to external 
creditors. 


WONDERFUL BUT BAD 


Finance Minister St Luce had earlier 
claimed that Antigua and Barbuda had 
a wonderful year in revenue collection. 
Said he in this respect “Although all 
the final entries have not been completed. 
1 can confirm that the Budgeted total 
revenue target of $159 million for 1986 
was achieved." This said Minister St 
Luce "is a tremendous accomplishment." 


In spite of "this tremendous accomplish- 
ment" the Bird government could not 
meet its arrears on interest on the 
public debt and fell further into afrears/ 
Minister St Luce did not explain how 
with increasing debt Antigua would 
meet its re-scheduled debt payments. 
No parliamentarian, Minister or other 
wise, asked any question on this score. 
None ever referred to it in the Budget 
presentations which were ail geared 
to show that we were living in a paradise 


[a fool's poner of economic sweetness 
and light. 
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Excellent But Poor 


St Luce also noted in the 1987 Budget that Customs "has also registered a 
record performance for the year ending on 31 December 1986," "Again," 

said he, "As in the case of Inland Revenue, the excellent performance of 
Customs is based on the rising level of economic activity and the increasing 
efficiency of the department." 


Continuing said St Luce "In order to illustrate the point I will provide 
you with some comparisons. In total Customs revenues rose from $56 
million in 1985 to 79 million in 1986." Despite a near 50% increase in 
Customs revenue, Antigua still fell into arrears on its interest payments. 


In wotld economic terms, Antigua is ahead of Brazil, the largest interna- 
tional debtor, in being unable to meet its chronic burden of debt and 
interest payments thereon. Brazil shocked the financial world when it 
officially announced that it was defaulting on its interest payments this 
year. In Antigua, this’ shocking state of financial affairs is passed off 
as its opposite "a thriving economy." 


St Luce subtly revealed that the special 2 1/2 percent tax on all imports 
to meet the massive airport rip-off yielded $5 million E.C. in 1986. 


Naturally St Luce did not say how far this met the airport loan obligations 
nor did he indicate how this Airport rip-off tax of 2 1/2 percent on all 
imports had driven the cost of living up and by what percentage points. 


Again in the sterile "debate" a one party parliament "debate" which passed 
for a Budget debate, no parliamentarian, be he Cabinet Minister or so-called 
opposition leader, even asked the Minister of Finance what effect this 
Airport rip-off tax had on the cost of living. Double speak was the order 
of the day. 


Reeling 


Minister of Education Harris, himself a former Minister of Finance, con- 
fined himself to pie in the sky stories during the Budget debate about how 
Antigua achieved passes in CXC "greater than the entire region." 


Observers have asked forgiveness for him saying that at the time he spoke 
on the Budget Harris was still reeling from the fraudulence he had been 
confronted with when he met in camera with the Sir Archibald Need Investi- 
gation where he was presented with official Cabinet decisions, which his 
Cabinet Minutes did not support. 


Similarly, St Luce shocked into dumbness by the scope of the airport 
rip-off and its toll on the economy, strove to give a picture of economic 
health, tangling himself in his own web, and proving in the end that 
increased renue could net meet external and internal debt repayment. St 
Luce insisted however, in spite of the "Buildup of arrears" on external 
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debt that the Antigua Government owned "school buildings, factory buildings, 
offices, houses, hotels, apartments, community buildings, clinics, library, 
hospital, equipment, machinery, plant, boats, vehicles, stock of various 
materials, equity in businesses, monies in the Bank and last but not least 
over 60% of the land surface. In short the value of the government's assets 
exceeds the debt several times over." 


This is the strangest argument ever heard on the debt question, since all 
governments everywhere own school buildings, hospitals, equipment etc. which 
are several times its debt burden. Mr St Luce was obviously up against it, 
over tangled in his own web of double speak and resorted to this facile 
argument. 


/9317 
CSO: 3298/182 
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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


MEDIA PROVIDE FURTHER DISCUSSION OF ALP INTERNAL DISPUTE 


Steps Toward Unity 


St Johns HERALD in English 27 Feb 87 p 5 


{Column "Commentary" by "Jupiter": "The Group of Eight Explained"] 


{Text ] 


Since the beginning 
of this year a group of 
eight Ministers in the 
Antigua and Barbuda 
Government have been 
working closely to- 


Parliament, the eight 
majority of the elected of- 


ing four is a Former De- 
puty leader of the ALP. 
For the record, the names 
of the Ministers are Lester 
Bird (Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Chairman of the 
ALP), Reuben Harris 
(Second Vice Chairman 
and Minister of Educa- 
tion), Hugh Marshall 
(Third Vice Chairman 
and Minister), Robin 
Yearwood (Treasurer and 
Minister of Public Utilities 
and Aviation), Hifroy 
Humphreys (Minister of 
Agriculture and Hous- 
ing), Henderson Simon 
(Minister), Molwyn 
Joseph (Minister), and 
Eustace Cochrane (Minis- 
ter and former Deputy 
Leader of the ALP). 

In terms of Cabinet ex- 
perience, four of them 
have been members of 
the Cabinet for eleven 
years each and two others 
for seven years each. Of 
the remaining two, one 
has eleven years of Par- 
liamentatry experience, 
having served for eight 
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years as a Senator and 
three years as an elected 
representative. 

These, then, are not an 
insignificant group; they 
are important  con- 
tributors to the viability of 
the Labour Party and the 
Government. Over the 
last five years it has been 
public knowledge that 
there has been personal 
differences among these 
Ministers. But they have 
chosen to set aside those 
differences and to work 
together in the interest of 
the ALP, the Government 
and the country. 

Their decision to work 
together has caused great 
concern amongst ele- 


pears to be best served by 
a divided Labour Party 
and a disunited Govern- 
ment. Unfortunately, 
some of those elements 
seem to be within the 
Government itself. It is 
those same_ elements, 
who improperly used 
Government funds to 





publish a Newspaper, 
“The Nation”, to attack 
Government Ministers, 
despite an agreement 
reached by the Par- 
liamentary Group of the 
ALP and the Executive of 
the AT&LU to stop as- 
saults on each other, yet, 
why have these eight 
Ministers grouped to- 
gether? They have de- 
cided to collaborate to 
achieve the following 
seven objectives: 


- Advance the objectives 
of the Antigua Labour 
Party and maintain party 
unity; 


- Advance the work of the 
Government to make sure 
that the promises made to 
the people of Antigua and 
Barbuda are carried out. 


- Ensure that mechanisms 
are established _ that 
would satisfy the people 
of Antigua and Barbuda 
that there are no corrupt 
practices in Government; 


amongst these 
mechanisms would be an 
Oversight Committee 


made up of representa- 
tives of the Churches, the 
Private Sector and the 
Trades Union Movement 
to oversee Government 
projects: Oversight Com- 
mittees have worked in 
places as U.S. to the satis- 
faction of many. 


- Maintain a close work- 
ing relationship with the 
Antigua Trades and 
Labour Union by regular 
and meaningful meetings 
between the Cabinet and 
the union Executive; 


- Ensure more meaningful 
participation in the deci- 
sion making process of 
the Government by the 
Executive of the Party, the 
Women's Group and the 
Youth Arm; 


Ensure the involvement 
of the Private Sector in the 
economic and social life 
of the country by regular 
and sustained consulta- 
tions between Cabinet 
Ministers and representa- 
tives of the Private Sector; 


- Ensure that the people 
of the country are given 
the prior opportunity to 
fully discuss and support 
Bills which are placed be- 
fore Parliament. 

There is nothing sinis- 
ter in the collaboration of 
these eight Ministers. In- 
deed everyone, who is 
concerned about the 
genuine development of 
Antigua and Barbuda and 
who has nothing to hide, 
should be greatly suppor- 
tive of the objectives of 


this Group of Eight. For, 


their work should help to 
strengthen the Labour 
Party and considerably 
enhance the develop- 
ment of Antigua and Bar- 
buda. 

It should also be made 
clear that the Eight Minis- 
ters have not closed the 
door to participation in 
their work by others. To 
the contrary, the Minis- 
ters and their many sup- 
porters will welcome the 
involvement of any other 
persons who is as com- 
mitted as they are to the 
seven objectives which 
they have set themselves. 


29 


The Group of Ministers 
are aware that those, who 
wish to discredit their ef- 
forts to achieve unity in 
the Labour Party and en- 
hance the image of the 
Government, will accuse 
them of plots to over- 
throw the Prime Minister. 
This is an accusation that 
members of the Group 
have been faced with for 
years, for it is easy to 
shout “fire” in a packed 
hall; panic is sure to be 
the result. 

But those who cry 
“overthrow” are really 
manifesting fear that un- 
less they can create panic 
conditions in which 
people's attention is di- 
verted elsewhere, their 
own deeds will be ex: 
posed. It is in that con- 
nection, that the Group of 
Eight have made it clear 
repeatedly that they \iave 


‘always supported the 
Prime Minister in his con- 


stitutionally and democ- 
ratically elected post and 
they will continue to do 
so. For, the Group of Eight 
stands for democracy and 
for the upholding of the 
Constitution. 

At no previous time in 
this country’s history has 
it needed the unity and 
co-operation of its lead. 
ers in Government. The 
Significant economic and 
social progress which 
this nation has made in 
the last eleven years has 
been a direct conse- 
quence of a reimarkable 
period of political stabil- 
ity. But economic pro- 
gress and social develop. 
ment are fragile things; 
they require years of care 








and nurturing to bring 
them to fruitition, but a 
single moment of insta- 
bility can shake their 
foundations and bring 
them crashing down. 
The Group of Eight and 
the people of Antigua and 
Barbuda have worked too 
hard for too long to see 
their efforts wither and 
die as the economy of 
Antigua and Barbuda 
wilts through neglect by 
a Government too busy 
fighting itself to concen- 
trate on the needs of the 


country. Thus, the Group 
of Eight have dedicated 
themselves to unity and 
co-operation and they 
will reach out to all - the 
Trades Union Movement, 
the Business Sector, the 
Youth and the Churches 
to help them maintain 
progress in Antigua and 
Barbuda. 

We seek only to en- 
hance the welfare of the 
people of Antigua and 
Barbuda. Nothing less. 
Nothing more. 


Call for ‘Lasting’ Solutions 


St Johns HERALD in English 27 Feb 87 p 4 


[Editorial] 


[Text ] 


The announcement last week of 
unity among leaders of the Anti- 
gua Labour Party, has led this 
paper to question a top official 
abuut the leaders’ commitment to 
the pledge of unity. 

His reply was most profound. 
He said,” The commitment is as 
deep and as sincere as everyone’s 
honesty to stick to his word.” 

This statement has been upper- 
most in our minds here at the 
HERALD especially as we take 
into account recent developments 
since last week’s public pledge of 
unity. 

For, while leaders of the party 
were working over time to ensure 
that the ALP survive its current 
problems, other forces, within 


30 





the party were at work seeking to 
undo whatever progress has been 
made. 


made a scathing attack at mem- 
bers of the Government. What 
makes this affair calculating and 
sinsiter, is that, the paper said to 
be a government publication, was 
first distributed inside Cabinet 
Chambers while members of the 
Government were getting ready 
to make their announcement. 

The letter seriously questions 
the committment of some leaders 
of the party to the agreement 
reached two weeks ago. Surely, a, 
letter of this nature first has to‘ 
be vetted by someone responsible. 
It can be assumed that that per- 
son was aware of the agreements 
reached during the party’s re- 
treat. 

We are also troubled by the ra- 
cist and scurrilous remarks pub- 
lished in the Nation paper and we 
hope that such statements are not 


countenanced by any one. 

_ One can only question this role 
of the Minister of Information in 
this sordid affair. For, he too has 
an obligation to the agreement 
reached two weeks ago. 

A commentary broadcast on 
ABS Radio this week said the 
ALP has been going through a 
period of adjustments leading to 
a new internal cohesion. This has 
resulted in the emergence of a 
new collegial system bared on the 
increasing complexity of govern- 
ment. 

The party has spent the better 
part of the last weeks in serious 
and intense discussions, not 
merely to “paper over the cracks” 
but to arrive at meaningful and 
lasting solutions to the problems. 

But no matter how well 
thought-out these solutions may 
be, they can only work if the 
members are honestly committed 
to see them work. 

As the age old maxim states “a 
chain is as strong as its weakest 
link”’. 








Lester Bird on ALP Retreat 
St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English 4 Mar 87 pp 2, 4 


[Apparent text of statement by Chairman of the Antigua Labor Party and 
Deputy Prime Minister Lester Bird on 17 February 1987; place not specified] 


[Text] Fellow Antiguans and Barbudans, 

As you are aware, over the last three weeks, 
the Antigua Labour Party has been involved in a 
series of consultations which culminated last 
Saturday in a retreat of the Parliamentary group 
and the Executive of the Antigua Trades and 
Labour Union. 

Let me now deal with the results of the Retreat. 
First of all, | wish to advise the public that the 
Party has reaffirmed its unity. You will recall that 
after the New Year Reshuffle of the Cabinet, un- 
fortunate words were spoken by a number of per- 
sons in the heat of the moment. At a Thanksgiv- 
ing Service marking the 48th Anniversary of the 
AT&LU, remarks made by the Prime Minister 
about members of Cabinet, which were not in- 
tended to be offensive and which were really 
meant to call upon Ministers to be careful not 
to upset the smooth operation of the Govern- 
ment, were misunderstood as having a more 
sinister intent. ‘ 

The Prime Minister made it clear at the Retreat 
that all his Ministers have his confidence and re- 
gard and he stated unequivocally that he would 
encourage no disrespect of them from any quart- 
er. We have now collectively decided to put these 
misunderstandings behind us. 

Secondly, you will recall that allegations had 
been made about a so-called plot to “overthrow 
the Prime Minister”. This has caused many people 
inside and outside of Antigua and Barbuda to 
look at the Government and the Party with con- 
cern. It has also prompted reports of political 
instability. 

At the Retreat, the Party collectively agreed 
to put these allegations and reports to an end. 
The Prime Minister, himself, told the Retreat 
that he is well aware that as Leader of the Labour 
Party and Prime Minister, he enjoys the support 
of the Party membership, Government Officers, 

including all his envoys abroad, and all the 
Ministers of his Government. 

The Party wishes to assure everyone both 
inside and outside of Antigua and Barbuda, 
that they need have no fear about the stability 
of the Government of this country. 

Third, Antigua and Barbuda has a very exper- 
ienced team at its helm. The Prime Minister 
himself has served this country as a Cabinet 
member for over thirty years. Six of our Ministers 
have eleven years each of Cabinet experience. 
This means that the seven of us have more Cabi- 





xperience than the majority of Ministers in 
the Cabinets of other Caribbean countries. ee 
out denigrating the significant achievements 0 
other Cabinets in the Caribbean, the combined 
experience of the Antigua and Barbuda Cabinet 
is reflected in the success of our economy and in 
the economic growth which we experience every 
year. You will note that while those who oppose 
us make many allegations, they cannot say, with 
any credibility, that Antigua and Barbuda is not 
ing well. 
i Prime Minister told the Party that the 
eople of Antigua and Barbuda will continue to 
benefit from the leadership of this experienced 
team of Ministers on whose collective knowledge 


rourth, in closely examining itself over the last 
three weeks, the Labour Party agreed that there 
are two matters which deserve early attention. 
These are : 


(1) An improved system of consultation to give 
the Executive of the Party and the Antigua 
Trade and Labour Union, which is our much 
valued affiliate, a better appreciation of 
Government decision. We will take steps to 
ensure that this is done and |, as Chairman, 
will confer with the Party Leader and the 
President and General Secretary of the Union 
on the best means to achieve this. 


(2) The Party has to ensure that a mechanism 
exists for the orderly transition of the leader- 
ship should circumstances make such a transi- 
tion necessary. It was agreed that by doing so, 
the Party would be acting with prudence and 
good sense and this should not be construed 

y anyone as an effort to remove the Leader 
in whom the Party, as a whole, reaffirmed 
their confidence. 


In order to do this, a drafting group which 
devised amendments to the ALP Constitution last 
year will be re-convened to consider this require- 
ment and to submit recommendations for its 
—— to the next Convention of the 

arty. 
The Councils of the Labour Party, which de- 
bated the operations of the Party, are convinced 


that these two measures will strengthen the Party 
still further and help it to continue to steer the 
‘course of stability and prosperity which has so 
far marked Antigua and Barbuda s development. 

Fifth, the Party, through the Debates held in 
two Caucuses and a Parliamentary Retreat, has 
decided that while the opposition groups have 
been making much of the Airport matter, the 
Government should not be baited into takin 
any action without the benefit of the results o 
the investigation now being conducted by Sir 
Archibald Nedd. The Party recognised that some 
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of our own people have been deliberately lured 
into making statements without having all the 
facts at their disposal, while others have been 
maliciously misrepresented by opposition groups. 
It has been decided, therefore, that Cabinet will 
await the findings of the Investigation before 
making further pronouncements on this matter. 
' Sixth, it was recognised that allegations of 
corruption from the oppsition will not cease. 
In fact, it is assumed that the opposition parties 
will intensify their allegations and redouble 
their attempts to smear the Government. In this 
context, it has been decided that the Government 
should establish an Oversight Committee, made 
up of persons of high repute and drawn from the 
Christian Council, the Trades Union Movement 
and the Private Sector, This Oversight Committee 


shall have the responsibility of examining and 
making recommendations on projects involving 
Government Procurement and Government 
Borrowing. 

The Government will ask the Christian Council, 
the Trades Union Movement and the Private 
Sector organisations to nominate their own 
representatives to the Oversight Committee 
which shall have the authority to advise the 
Government and satisfy the public whether 
there is any evidence of wrongdoing on pro- 
jects involving Government Borrowing and 

ocurement. The Prime Minister has asked me, 
as Minister of Economic Development, to write 
to the various organisations to enquire about 
their wiliingness to serve on the Oversight Com- 
mittee. Cabinet will be asked to authorise the 
Legal Department to draw-up appropriate terms 
of reference. 

The Party firmly believes that, over the last 
few weeks, the Government has been distracted 
sufficiently from the task of effectively govern- 
ing this country. We do not intend to be dis- 
tracted any longer. The Retreat on Saturday 
agreed that all of us will now buckle down 
seriously on the job. of managing the affairs of 
Antigua and Barbuda and to continuing to 
deliver the conditions for economic prosperity 
and social upliftment which this country now 
enjoys. 
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Proposed Agenda for Party 


St Johns HERALD in English 6 Mar 87 p 5 


[Column "Commentary" by "Jupiter": "An ALP Agenda for the Time Being" ] 


[Text] 

“I ask that this Con- single problem. For it is screamed it again not 
vention decide to gird evident that there are per- three monuis after the 
up its loins in defence sons within the party who party Convention. 
of the Labour Party in are intent on keeping it At a retreat of the 
which we all believe; I off-balance in order to Labour Party on February 
ask that we become our manipulate it. An impor- 14, a Group of Eight 


brother’s keeper. For, 
by doing so, we will 
focus not on the imagi- 
nary enemy within, but 
on the real enemy with- 
‘out. These were the 
words with which Les- 
ter Bird, as Chairman 
of the Antigua Labour 
Party (ALP), ended his 
address to the last Con- 
vention of the Labour 
Party in October, 1986. 
It was a stirring plea to 
a Party which had been 
reeling from the effects of 
its own blows. The plea 
received some response, 
notably Lester Bird, him- 
self, and Hilroy Hum- 
reys buried the hatchet 
which each had wielded 
at the other in recent 
years and a new spirit of 
co-operation grew up be- 
tween them. But many 


others seemed to have’ 


turned a deaf ear to the 
arguments in favour of 
Party unity and, as a re- 
sult, the curtain opened 
on 1987 to witness a 
drama of division and 
backbiting which con- 
tinues to threaten the sur- 
vival of the Party. 

As the Party now pon- 
ders the future, its own 
unity remains its biggest 


tant part of their strategy 
to keep the Party off-ba- 
lance is their continual 
cry that there is a plot to 
overthrow the Prime 
Minister. In making this 
allegation, they point 
their fingers at Lester 
Bird. 

It is significant that on 
no less than four occa- 
sions last year, and al- 
ready twice for this year, 
Lester Bird has had to 
make public statements 
of support for his father, 
Prime Minister V.C. Bird 
Snr. In fact, at the ALP 
Convention in October 
Lester declared, “this 
Party has a leader - and 
he is a leader in whom ail 
of us, rank and file, man 
and woman, young and 
old, are fully well 
pleased. Vere Comwall 
Bird Snr. is here and here 
he will stay, solid and 
steady as an immovable 
rock”. Frightened that 
unity might actually take 
place in the Party as a re- 
sult of the Convention 


and that, therefore, it. 


‘would not be so easy to 
manipulate the Party for 
their selfish ends, the 
same persons, who cried 
“overthrow” in the past, 
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Ministers, led by Lester 
Bird, tried their best to lay 
out a plan of action which 
would create the condi- 
tions for a truce between 
the warring factions of the 
Labour Party. The ele- 
ments in the plan were 
discussed and agreed. 
Ministers and Union Rep- 
resentatives left the re- 
treat in the belief that at 
least the atmosphere had 
been created in which 
creative and meaningful 
discussions could take 
place on the forward 
movement of the Party. 
Their hopes were to be 
shattered within days. For 
sensing, once again, that 
the Party might indeed 
make a genuine attempt 
at unity and so leave them 
totally exposed, the same 
le who had accused 
Lester Bird and others of 
wishing to “overthrow the 
Prime Minister”, 
launched a savage attack 
on Lester Bird and his col- 
leagues in a new Govern- 
ment funded Newspaper, 
The Nation. It was an at- 
tack that was as unde- 
served as it was vile and 
it should have been a 
pointer to the source of 
confusion in the Labour 


Party. 





This question of the‘di- 
vision in the Labour Party 
has to be at the top of any 
agenda for the future 
which the Party now con- 
siders. For as the Bible 
proclaims, “a house di- 
vided against itself can- 
not stand”. Before the 
ALP can conceivable map 
out a programme of ac- 
tion, it has first to free it- 
self from the chains of 
disunity which now bind 
it hand and foot. A Group 
of Eight Ministers, led by 
Lester Bird, has already 
expressed their willing- 
ness to help break those 
chains and an open invi- 
tation has been extended 
to all who would like to 
be associated with them 
in their struggle to 
achieve unity in the Party 
and more effective par- 
ticipation in the decision 
making process for the 
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Union, the Women's 
Group and the Youth for 
Labour. 

But there are elements 
of an agenda for the fu- 
ture which those who 
genuinely believe in the 


Labour Party can already 
begin to put into action 
while they await the time 
when the Party can act in 
concert. Among those 
elements are: 


- Resisting those who 
continue to divide the 
labour party and promote 
disunity; 


- Urging greater consulta- 
tion within the Party on 
the decisions which face 
it; 

- Demanding greater ac- 
countability to the Party 
and the Union member- 
ship by those who have 
been accorded positions 
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of trust including the 
Party and Union Execu- 
tive; 


- Strengthening the Party's 
work in each of the con. 
stituencies by giving 
greater support from the 
Party Secretariat to the 
local committees; 

- Supporting efforts to es- 
tablish effective discipli- 
nary procedures within 
the Party to combat those 
who continue to breach 
party discipline and party 
policy; 

The Labour Partly can 
yet rise from the ashes of 
its current confusion like 
a Phoenix reformned in (v4 
glory, but it requires tife 
commitment and care of 
all its supporters. Its 
genuine friends will rally 
to its cause. 





ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


REPORTS ON ALP ROW OVER "NATION' REVEAL OPPOSED CONTENTS 
Ministers’ Statement 
St Johns OUTLET in English 27 Feb 87 pp 1, 2 


[Text] The Ruling ALP now seems permanently rent in twain, and since they 
were not divinely put together they have been rent asunder, and that 
indefinitely. 


No sooner than the Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister had announced 
a settlement to long raging disputes in the ruling ALP and Bird dynasty, 
than all hell broke loose on the very same day. 


That very same day the Government's newspaper appeared, after being defunct 
for nearly a year, putting what one Vere Runway Bird supporter claimed was 
"blows on Harris in his clothes." 


The article in question appeared as a letter. Obviously the letter writer 
had to know the publication was returning on the scene. Obviously too, 

the letter writer had to know when the government's newspaper would appear 
for the first time. Obviously too, the letter writer had inside informa- 
tion. Obviously too, when PM Bird refused to give up Information at the 
so-called ALP Retreat, he had his reasons and his purposes as to which 
Cabinet faction should use it to attack the other. 


It takes no great effort to see that the letter was similar to a front 
page Commentary printed in the Herald, and which appeared in the Outlet. 
Harris in that instance accused Vere Runway Bird of "seeing to the compo- 
sition" of "this obnoxious piece." 


The Infidel 


The article in the Nation fumed "That the central reality of life in Antigua 
is that there is a move to "drive out the infidel" with his airport Report." 
Harris was clearly being seen as "the infidel." The article continued 

"The central problem it is said throughout the island, is that "the infidel 

must go." 





Not leaving any doubt the article charged "the infidel who has divided our 
Antigua has to go." 


Changing terms of vilification Harris characterised as the "infidel" who 
said the article, "symbolises the little Seven." (The "little Seven" is 
an obvious reference to the Group of Eight minus brother Lester Bird). 


After calling Harris "a misfit" and "a chameleon" in an unprecedented 
burst of scorn on a government Minister in the government's publication, 
which, be it noted, falls under the portfolio of PM V.C. Bird, the article 
charged that Harris "Like each of them [the Little Seven] is a snotty 


upstart." 


Not content with that, and in an obvious reference to the difference 
between the Brothers Bird on the US$11 million scandal, the article charged 
that Harris "has divided brother against brother in this land." And worse, 
added that Harris will not be allowed "to make a Banana Republic out of 


this land." 


Ridiculed as the "infidel," lambasted as a “chameleon” abused as "a snotty 
upstart," brought into political odium as one working "to make Antigua into 
a Banana Republic" the article left no stone unturned and invited Papa Bird 
to heed "the judgement of the people" and send Minister Harris (who was 
born in Montserrat living his childhood here and who is duly elected), 


“across the Jordan." 


The Eight Respond 


The contempt and abuse meted out to Harris rocked the entire Cabinet. 
Straight away the Group of Eight responded this way to the virulent attack: 


"Se the underamentioned Ministers 
wish the public both inside and 
outside of Antigua and Barbuda to 
know that we entinely disassociate 
ourselves from a publication entitled 
"The Nation" which was distributed 
4n Antigua on Wednesday. We wish 
4t to be widely known that we had 
no prion knowLedge of its pubLication 
orn A4tS contents. 


"We deeply regret that dispite an 
agreement, reached Last Saturday 
by the Parliamentary Group of the 
Antigua Labour Party and the Executive 
of the Antigua Trades and Labour 
Union, on measured to guarantee 
the unity of the Party, this 
publication has 40 viciously attacked 





some Ministers of government. We 
know that the Prime Minister, the 
Rt. Hon. V.C. Bind Sm., was not 
made aware of the contents of the 
publication and this gives us cause 
for even greater concen, for At 
indicates that there are persons 
within the government machinery 
who consider themselves above the 
authority of the Prine Minister, 
the Cabinet and the Executive of 
the Party and Union. 


mye wish also to separate ourselves 
completely from the vile attacks 
on severak prominent Caribbean 
personalities contained in a Leading 
article’ in the publication. Those 
attacks were not only shamefully 
nacist, they were also blatantly 
false. We also wish it to be known 
that we Strongly condemn the 
confounded attack on the Caribbean 
News Agency (CANA) as an 
Nanti-democratic, anti-Wesd, pro-So- 
viet Onganisation which 4b 
destabilizing the Caribbean". 


"we urge the people of Antigua and 
Barbuda to treat this disgraceful 
publication with the full and utter 
disdain which it deserwes. 


Hon. L.B. Bird Hon. H. Marshall 

Hon. H. Sdmon Hon. R. Yearwood 

Hon. R. Harris Hon. H. Hwnphreys 

Hon. M. Joseph Hon E. Cochrane 
ABOVE EVERYBODY 


Noticeably the Group of Light in excusing 
the Prime Minister for not knowing what 
was taking place in his Ministry (It is 
inconceivable. that new Editor George 
Joseph, a cautious man did not check 
with higher authority for prior approval 
to publish) charged that "there are persons 
within the government machinery who 
consider themselves above the authority 
of the Prime Minister, the Cabinet, and 
the Executive of the Party and Union". 
This was a _ not-so-veiled reference ‘to 
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Vere Runway Bird. 


Harris was still seething with anger (after 
he had been persuaded to drop his guard 
by pleas for unity, and then being so 
viciously attacked) that when he appeared 
before the Investigator Sir Archibald 
Nedd in camera [in private] he was not 
prepared to accept a compromise. 


According to Reports emanating from 
the investigation Harris when asked 


how his Documentary Brief came _ to 
be in the public domain immediately 
shot back that he went to the Governor 
-General with a copy. The Governor—Gen- 
eral advised him to give it to the Prime 
Minister. Prime Minister Bird, in turn, 
gave it to his son Vere Runway Bird. 
Vere Runway Bird, according to Reports 
of what Harris said to the Investigator 
in camera, in his turn, gave it to one 
Dorsett and copies were made _ which 
reached the public. Vere Bird, according 
to Harris in his private session with Sir 
Archibald, was thus responsible for the 
public leaking of the document. 


PM NOT TRUSTWORTHY 


Harris, according to the Reports,. also 
told the Investigator Sir Archibald Nedd 
in camera, that he was always of the 
opinion that Prime Minister Bird was 
trustworthy, but he “proved otherwise". 
Prime Minister Bird is said to be furious 
over this remark and is said to have 
conceded to entreaties that “the infidel 
must go". When? That, it seems, is the 
only remaining question. ' 


Harris, it is said, told the Investigator, 
that he understands that Cabinet 
documents have been presented to the 
Investigator but he [Harris] would like 
"to peruse them to verify that they were 
in proper order". This stunning statement 
reminds that Harris adduced evidence 
in this Documentary Brief to show that 
certain documents were  back-dated 
by the Ministry of Public Utilities and 
Communications under Vere Bird from 
which his company Maryna Ltd, gained 
advantages. 
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Harris request to peruse the Cabinet 
documents as presented to the Investigator 
again shows that the Investigator is limited 
as to verifying even the official documents 
put before him. 


CALLOUS AND SCANDALOUS 


Harris also informed the Investigator 
in the private session that his "Concern 
was the interest of the public and how 
the people's money was spent". Harris 
it is claimed, told the Investigator that 
"this callous and scandalous behaviour 
with public funds must stop." 


In fact, said the Reports on Harris in 
camera performance before Sir Archibald 
Nedd, Harris demanded that he appear 
in Public in the same way as Vere Bird 
who is scheduled to appear last, in a grand 
Radio and Television extravaganza - 
his own Cable TV making some 7 Channelg 
available and moreso the Super Chanel 
for the Superstar at the centre of the 
US$11 million airport scandal. 


It is understood that Harris has been 
asked "to. cool it" by the Group of Eight,. 
and might not insist on a public appearance 
before the so-called Investigation. 


No sooner, than this truce was again' 
arrived at another article, this time 
appearing in the Barbados Advocate, 
an interview with Vere Runway Bird 
by his own press aide Angela Cole, had 
the entire government screaming. 


However Prime Minister Bird refuses 
to restrain his eldest son Vere Bird, and 
when Rupert ‘Rugby’ Lake put forward 
to the Executive of ALP that their Public 
Meetings should begin in the country 
and come to town later, PM Bird shot: 
down that idea in -flames, and insisted 
that the first public Meeting be held 
in Vere Runway Bird's constituency at 
Thwaites Corner: Billed as a major meeting! 
with a bevy of Ministers in attendance, : 
the major speakers scuttled ship with. 
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Lester Bird seeking cover in New York,. 
Harris and Humphreys declining to speak, 
St Luce absent without leave, Cochrane 
indisposed and Magshall in open rebellion. 


VERY POOR INDEED 


At the poorly attended ALP meeting: 
which was even poorer in content with! 
ALP Hatchet Man Tanny Rose. speaking 
longest for nearly an hour. PM Bird spoke 
for 5 minutes. Vere Bird himself did 
not speak. But sat in- his car and was 
accosted by a supporter who told him 
"you fraid fuh talk. Man it look bad, 
go out and say something for yuh self." 
Vere Bird embarrassed, telephoned some- 
one from his car then moved away, tongue- 
-tied, to attack again in the Nation or 
the Advocate. 


Prime Minister Bird knows that the speci- 
ous attack on CANA and Ricky Singh 
charging CANA with ‘communism’, and 
Ricky Singh with racism had to be influ- 
enced by Vere Runway Bird who levelled 
the same charges against CANA, Ricky 
Singh and Ron Sanders at the so called 
ALP Retreat. To claim he didn't know 
this would mean that Prime Minister 
Bird is playing Ostrich - burying his head 
in the sand, refusing to restrain his son, 
as he shatters the ruling ALP, and reducing 
the government of Antigua, unter Bird, 
as a snyonym for scandal and disarray. 
The ALP. disunited and without principles, 
cannot govern, and as Harris said, all: 
it can do is engage in "callous and scaridal- 
ous abuse of public funds." 
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HERALD Report 


St Johns HERALD in English 27 Feb 87 pp l, 2 


[Excerpt } 


A new publication, 
The Nation Newspaper 
has hit news-stands in 
Antigua and Barbuda, 
and already __iit 
threatens to undo the 
weeks of discussion 
and the agreemen.. 
reached at the ALP 
caucus two weeks ago. 

The first issue of the 
paper was released last 
week Wednesday, and 
ironically was distributed 
to members of Cabinet as 
they sat in a news confer- 
ence in the Cabinet 
Chambers announcing 
the agreements reached 
at the retreat. 

The paper is said to be 
published by the Public 


St Johns OUTLET in 
[Editorial] 


[Text ] 


Information Division with 
George Joseph as Editor, 
would seem to be una- 


ware of the harm a letter 
published in the paper 


could create. 

The letter signed by 
messenger, made veilled 
references to ministers as 
“the little seven”, and all 
but called names when it: 
referred to one minister 
as a ‘chameleon”. 

The letter, in a Govern- 
ment paper, has under- 
standably angered mein- 
bers of the Cabinet and 

later eight ministers 
signed their names to 4 
press release distancing 
themselves from the pul 
lication. 
Prime Minister Bird, 


Assault on CANA 


who holds the Infora. 
tion portfolio, called in 
the Editor of the news- 
paper and his assistant, 
St. Clair Simon to scold 
them about publishing 
the letter. 

Also of coneemn te 
inemnbers of the Gave 
ment, is an article muh 
lished by the paper cal 
ling CAHA, the Regicnal 
News Agency, a Sevict 
propaganda toel, ard it 
accused Caribbeon Fast 
Iedion §=«comnmimnity 2s 
being racist. 

Reports from Barbados 
state that CANA is per- 
turber! by the article and 
may even be seeking red- 
ress from the Antigua and 
Parbvda Government. 


English 6 Mar 87 p 8 


During this century, political scoundrels 
in an attempt to justify repression and 
the blatant abuse of absolute power 
have always found it expedient to raise 
the spectre of communism. 


Hitler used this red herring to consolidate 
power and crush the political opposition 
in Nazi Germany. In South Africa, the 
racist laws deem anyone who challenges 
the domination of blacks by the white 
minority a communist. 


In Antigua, V.C. Bird has not been left 
behind. We here have been forever bom- 
barded by the regimes anti-communist 
gibberish as it seeks to hide its naked 
corruption and political bankruptcy and 


43 





to distort the significance of ACLM's 
declared programme of national develop- 
ment, self reliance and accountability 
to the people. 


Now the unholy war has been extended 
and the Caribbean News Agency is the’ 
latest victim. In its first issue, the Antigua 
Government newspaper The Nation vicious- 
ly attacked CANA accusing it of being 
anti-American, anti-democratic and 
anti-capitalist. In no uncertain terms 
and pulling no punches, the government 
newspaper asserted that CANA _ was 
a communist organisation and a pliant 
tool of Cuba and the Soviet Union. 


Not only are the accusations ludicrous 
and totally without validity but the article 
in question was also racist as Caribbean 
citizens of East Indian origin,and Ricky 
Singh in particular, were singled out 
for heavy slander and abuse. 


The Nation is published by the Ministry 
of Information, a portfolio of the Prime 
Minister. Socn after, dissenting Cabinet 
ministers euphemistically dubbed ‘the 
Group of 8' issued a press release, banned 
from the local airwaves, but which disasso- 
ciated the rebels from the distasteful 
publication. Pleading ignorance ‘the 
Group of 8' condemned the attack on 
CANA and prominent Caribbean personali- 
ties and called upon the public to treat 
The Nation with the full and utter disdain 
that it deserves. 


The Cabinet rebels claimed that the 
Prime Minister was not aware of the 
contents of the publication. That we 
will not swallow. The dissenters know 
better for in the last publication of the 
Herald, Lester Bird's mouthpiece, its 
editorial, captioned ‘How committed 
‘are you” implied that responsibility 
for the Nation's slanderous article lay 
fully with the Minister cf Information, 
who is the Prime Minister. 
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There was no slip up. The article carried 
in the first issue of The Nation was deli- 
berate and its timing calculated. In its 


second issue, the unwarranted assauit 
on CANA continued. This time, it was 


The Messenger who was on the warpath 
once again. In the previous issue, he 
had savaged Cabinet dissenter Reuben 
Harris even though the Prime Minister 
and Deputy Prime Minister had claimed 
that unity had been restored to the 
ranks of the ruling party- 


Why have V.C. Bird and son Vere Runway 
Bird launched | this offensive against 
a Caribbean Institution? If indeed CANA 
serves forcign interests it is certainly 
not Soviet and Cuban. The Messenger 
bits the nail on the heai when he states 
"directives were sent to Antigua and 
Barbuda calling for the view ‘of the 
opposition." Earlier he wrote “It has 
repeatedly spread news items against 
the Antigua and Barbyda people". 


Now we see why V.C. Bird refused ‘to 
give up the Ministry of Information. 
After all, no one can accuse CANA of 
being partisan. It has always sought to 
be objective, bringing to the regional 
airwaves the views of government and 
opposition in Jamaica, Guyana, Trinidad, 
St. Lucia, Dominica and yes, Antigua 
and Barbuda. (Though not ACLM's views, 
preferring instead to give its news cover 
age to the U.S. and British sponsored 
party in Antigua.). In other words, it 
has been for the most part fair in dealing 
with established opinions allowing Carib- 
bean political personalities access to 
Regional Communication. 


That in a region which claims to be demo- 
cratic is a necessity, and CANA should 
be extending its coverage of a diversity 
of views. But V.C. Bird and the Messenger 
will not agree. To them, freedom of 
speech and right of access to the electronic 
media is anathema. In Antigua, the 
iron curtain Bird media must be monopo- 
Jised by the Ministry of Information 
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to serve the corrupt and dishonest interests 
of V.C. Bird and Vere Runway Bird. 


Father and Son expect others to do the 
same. And when CANA does not, they 
scream communist when the opposite 
is true. And Ricky Singh, the noted Carib- 
bean journalist who has steadfastly stood 
firm in defense of democracy and Carib- 
bean unity and sovereignty, is labelled 
a nigger bater who would never let his 
daughter or wife embrace black people, 
The Nation had better check its facts. 
Ricky Singh is married to a lack Woman! 


Like rats on a. sinking ship, Father and 
Son now clutch at their final straw, the. 
communist bogey!. As in Both&'s Apartheid 
state that term applies to all who oppose 
their misuse and abuse of power and 
to individuals and organisations that 
defend truth, freedom of speech and 
the right to know. 


The anti communist salvo aimed at CANA 
is but another step in the campaign by 
Father and Son to abuse the electronic 
media and to suppress local dissent. 


Will they now ban CANA broadcasts? 
They have done it before. 
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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


INVESTIGATION OF AIRPORT CONTROVERSY TAKES NEW TURNS 


Harris Testimony 


St Johns HERALD in English 27 Feb 87 pp 1, 2 


[Text] Minister of Educa- members who wish to was little he could do be- 
tion, ge ae , 0 fag cigs go cause of constitutional 
took stand Camera. imitations. 
week to give evidence added that he wished to ir then asked the De- 
before the Sir Ar- — &xercise this option. puty Prime Minister if he 


Sir Archibald said that 


chibald Nedd investiga- felt that | should present 
tion, into the Airport while he knows of the as- the document to the 
controversy, behind surance given to Cabinet Prime Minister, to which 
closed doors. members, he is also he agreed,” he explained. 

Mr. Harris, who sub- aware that details of Mr. “It was the Prime Minis- 
mitted a 45-page Docu- Harris Documentary ter, who, after receiving a 
mentary Brief outlining ir- Brief has been published copy of the brief, ac- 
regularities and  dis- in the press locally, and corded Vere Bird Jr. an 
crepancies in the expeh- as such he sees no reason unity not only to 
diture of $11.1 million on why the evidence should read it, but also to make 
the rehabilitation of the not also be made public. copies and have them 


airport runway, was sum- 
moned by Sir Archibald to 


willing to offer any sup- 
porting evidence or give 
clarification to the 


It was then that Mr. Har- 
ris requested permission 


it was best to document 
his position. “After all, 
the ideas and facts con- 


distributed,” Mr. Harris 
charged. 


clarify and supply sup- to give a statement to the He stated that he took 
‘porting evidence to his investigation. every precaution to keep 
document. He told Sir Archibald the document confiden- 

The Education Minister that after the Prime Minis- tial, “but the Prime Minis- 
arrived at the investiga- ter said members of the ter, inhis own admission, 
tion on Monday morning, Cabinet were permitted to allowed Vere Bird Jr. to 
in his own words “quite give evidence, he thought make copies and have 


them cireilated ” 
He accused Vere Rird 


Jr. of “callousness” and 


Documentary Brief.” tained are of a serious na- added that he views the 
But when Sir Archibald ture,” he added. matter as vety Serious. 
requested that the Minis- According to Mr. Harris However, he said he ts 


ter proceed with his evi- 
dence in the open court, 
Mr. Harris at first objected 
stating that the Prime 
Minister had given the as- 
surance that Cabinet 


he first took the docu- 
ment to the Deputy Prime 
Minister to discuss how 
best to proceed. It was 
agreed that the document 
would be handed to the 
Governor General, who 
after reading it, said there 


47 


willing to abide by what. 
ever decision the Jurist 


made. ae 

Sir Archibald enieh fie 
would review the matics 
and give his dec ision by 
yesterday, 


‘Tinwsda:. 





When the investigation resumed on Thursday, Sir Archibald ordered "all 
persons not connected to the investigation to leave because Mr Harris' 
evidence will be taken in camera." 


Mr Harris’ decision to take the stand this week signaled a new turn in the 
investigation. 


Evidence was also heard from representatives of Chantier Modernes, the 
French firm which carried out the actual rehabilitation work. They also 
agreed to test the thickness of the asphaltic overlay on the runway which 
is itself the subject of much concern. 


But while Mr Harris is himself giving evidence to the investigation, the 
HERALD has learnt that Minister Vere Bird Jr is himself preparing a docu- 
mentary brief for submission to the investigation. 


This document is believed to detail in Vere Bird's words how the money 
on the airport was spent and how the negotiations for the loan were 
conducted. 


UUTLET Charges 
St Johns OUTLET in English 6 Mar 87 pp 1, 2 


[Text] A criminal fraud is being played on the country. The Right Honour- 
able Vere Cornwall Bird, Prime Minister of Antigua and Barbuda is deeply 
involved in that criminal fraud--perhaps the greatest fraud ever attempted 
in the twin-island state of Antigua and Barbuda. 


The great fraud is an attempt by Prime Minister Bird and Cabinet Secretary 
Lounel Stevens to cover up for Vere Runway Bird in the ever deepening V.C. 
Bird International Airport scandal. 


The fraud came to light in camera as sole investigator Sir Archibald Nedd 
and Minister of Education Reuben Harris confronted each other with different 
Cabinet Minutes of the same Cabinet meeting! 


Minister of Education Reuben Harris had stunned observers and thrown 
consternation in the V.C. Bird Snr and V.C. Bird Jnr camp when he asserted 
that he wished to peruse the Cabinet decisions which were put before the 
Nedd Investigation by Cabinet Secretary Lounel Stevens. 


Harris, whose irrestible and compelling evidence in his Documentary Brief 
to the Sir Archibald Nedd Investigation put the cat among the pigeons, 
last Friday and this ween returned to the Nedd Investigation into the V.C. 
Bird Airport rip-off, with a mountain of documents including his own 
Cabinet Minutes. 








Confrontation 


The major confrontation between Nedd as Sole Investigator and Harris as 
champion of justice occurred over a Cabinet decision which was never 
recorded as having been taken. This non-existent Cabinet decision appeared, 
however, in the official Cabinet Minutes presented during the investigation 
by Cabinet Secretary Lounel Stevens. 


Sir Archibald Nedd produced to Minister Harris official minutes of a 
Cabinet Meeting in which at paragraph 63 it was recorded that Cabinet 
approved the payment of US$1.2 million to Building Finishing System. 


Minister Harris, a full and top-ranking Cabinet member, produced the 
identical minutes which he had received as a Cabinet member. And lo and 
behold, his minutes officially signed by the Cabinet Secretary had no such 
decision as ever being taken in the same Cabinet meeting. 


Indeed, Harris’ copy of the Cabinet Minutes which he had received after 
the Cabinet meeting and which minutes were official approved read at 
paragraph 63 that the Cabinet meeting "was adjourned." The Investigator's 
Minutes reads differently at paragraph 63, actually stating a Cabinet 
decision which Cabinet did not make: 


Harris Minutes of the Cabinet Meeting 
were confirmed by other ministers, all 
of whom had the same copies of the 
particular Cabinet mecting, with their 

63 stating that the Cabinet 
meeting was adjourned. 


THE FRAUD 


The Cabinet meeting in question took 
place on June 25, 1986 and the new fraudu- 
lent paragraph concerns payment to 
BFS for stones, boulders and cement 
which BFS wanted the Antigua Government 
to supply, and which consulting engineer 
Al Wason, of the Disaster Preparedness , 
Project said would be unfair and wrong 
for the Antigua Government to supply 
such materials. 


BFS withdrew the section from the Agree- 
ment but were paid by Vere Bird some 
US$1.2 million, without Cabinet approval 
and then the Cabinet Minutes were appa- 
rently altered in a private session between 
the Prime Minister and his aides. 
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The added paragraph 63 now reads that 
Cabinet at its June 25, 1986 session 
approved the payment to BFS. 


In spite of this blatant fraud, tampering 
with the most serious documents in the 
land and wilfully abusing power, no Cabinet 
Minister, however dissident, has offered 
his resignation. 


No other Cabinet member, not John 
St Luce, who as Finance Minister has 
remained blissfully aloof from the entire 
financial scam, remembered any such 
decision at Cabinet or could produce 
a Cabinet Minutes with a similar paragraph 
63 as that presented as the "official 
Minutes" to the Sir Archibald Nedd Investi- 
gation. 

The new paragraph 63 was added, it 
is believed, by Prime Minister Bird and 
Cabinet Secretary Lounel Stevens to 
cover-up for Vere Runway Bird. For, 
if it could be said that Cabinet approved 
the payment of US$1.2 million , to Building 
Finishing System, then the paymént 
would become "legal" and not the rip-off 
it clearly was. 


THEY WILL DO.ANYTHING 


Cabinet Secretary Lounel Stevens, was 
no doubt acting on the instructions of 


Prime Minister Bird, who has_ publicly 
made it plain that he would do anything, 
including split the government, Party 
and Union in his never-ending bid to 
cover-up the rip-off of millions of U.S. 
dollars in the airport re-surfacing deal. 


Cabinet members were shocked at this 
obvious fraud. Outlet has been reliably 


informed, that this is not the first time 
that decisions have appeared in the Cabinet 
Minutes which were not taken in the 


Cabinet meeting. 


Reports also state, that Sir Archibald 
Nedd has taken judicial notice of the 
fraud, but is expected to treat as official 
the altered Cabinet Minutes. 
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The duo of Prime Minister V.C._ Bird 
Snr and Vere Runway Bird jr, seem intent 
on producing by amy means and every 
means, stratagems which will prove 
Vere Runway Bird innocent of all wrong— 
doing, in spite of the irresistible and 
compelling evidence produced by Harris 
in his Documentary Brief. 


MORE HORRORS 


On the heels of this blatant fraud, the 
entire Cabinet: was shocked by a new 
scheme cocked up by both Prime Minister 
Vere Runway Bird Snr and Vere Runway 
Bird jr. 


To the horror of Lester Bird in particular, 
and the entire Cabinet in general, they 
learnt in the Throne Speech that a Compu- 
ter Data Bank would be set up which 
could provide potential investors with 


relevant information. 


Any reasonable person would have expected 

this to be set up either at Lester Bird's 
Ministry of » Economic Development or 
at the Ministry .of Finance: And if not 
at either Ministry, then at the Prime 
Minister's office. 


However Cabinet was shocked when 
they learnt of the Computef Bank, and 
more surprisingly, that it would be estab- 
lished at Vere Runway Bird's new Ministry 
of Public Works: 


Clearly, Prime Minister Bird is establishing 
Vere Bird as the first link in the investment 
chain, and increasing his access to foreign 
investors! 


THREAT BUT NO ACTION 


As is to be expected Deputy Prime Minister 
Lester Bird threatened to resign in the 
face of this new move by Prime Minister 
Bird, but up to press time had tucked 
his tail between his legs'and was going 
along with another outrage within the 
Bird regime. | ’ 
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If Cabinet Minutes are going to be 
unilaterally altered to contain decisions 
which were not made when Cabinet met, 
then it is indeed pointless for Cabirret 
members to meet. Since, official decisions 
will be recorded, about which, at least 
12 of the 14 member Cabinet were un~ 


aware. 


Fraud at the highest level of government 
has become normal. In a word criminality 
passes for government. 


To be sure, Prime Minister Bird will 
put some cock-eyed interpretation of 
this criminal fraud before . the public 
explaining this criminality as saintliness. 
Antigua and Barbuda under Bird is the 
pits. Vs 
Whereas in‘ the Iranscam in the USA 
President Reagan 76; cannot be directly 
implicated, in the &C. Bird International 
Airport scandal Prime Minister Bird 
has directly implicated himself in the 
criminal fraud with the Cabinet minutes. 
In the U.S.A. PM Bird would have been 
impeached. 


Runway Samples 
St Johns HERALD in English 13 Mar 87 p l 


[Text ] 


The Sir Archibald 
Nedd’s __ investigation 
into the airport con- 
troversy took a new 
turn this week when 
Education Minister, 
Hon. Reuben Harris, 
said he was unavailable 


tigator two weeks ago giv- 
ing evidence behind 
closed doors. He was giv- 
ing clarifying information 
on his 45-page document 
he had submitted to the 
investigation earlier. 


The Education Minister 
last appeared before the 
investigation last week 
Tuesday, and he had 
given the assurance then 
that he would return. 

However, on Wednes- 
day this week, Sir Ar- 
chibald announced that 
Mr. Harris had sent a let- 
ter indicating that he is 


‘unavailable for further 


testimony. Mr. Harris’ 
Secretary, Lynette 
Thwaites, has also de- 
clined a request to appear 
before the investigation. 
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No reasons have been 
advanced for Mr. Harris’ 
unexpected decision. 

Meanwhile, the investi- 
gation moved to the V.C. 
Bird International Airport 
Runway on Tuesday 
morning to conduct a 
sampling of the thickness 
of the betumous overlay, 
itself the subject of much 
debate. Opposition 
forces have quoted an 
FAA report which stated 
that the overlay thickness 
was not more than 3 in- 
ches and that other parts 
averaged 1'4 inches. 

Samples were taken 
from three cross-sec- 
tions; cross-section 226 4 
inch thickness and cross 
sections 12 and 250 6'4 


inch thickness. The 250 
are critical stress areas 
where the planes land 
and from which aircraft 
taxi for take off. Cross- 
section 226 represents 
the North Eastern end of 
the runway, which was 
not severely cracked as 
had the western end. 
However, a four-inch 
thickness was carried out 
in order to maintain the 
level of the runway sur- 
face. 

The investigation con- 
tinues today with Finance 
Minister, Hon. John St. 
Luce, Aviation Minister, 
Hon. Robin Yearwood 
and Minister without 
portfolio Hon. Hender- 
son Simon expected to 
testify. 
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BARBUDA SEEKS AIRPORT, DEVELOPMENT OF INFRASTRUCTURE 


MP's Call for Airport 


St Johns HERALD in English 13 Mar 87 p 2 


{Text ] 


ey, 
f 
a 
2 


Pits 
Hit 
1 


ment has committed it- 


also unhappy with the 
state of other infra-struc- 
ture in Barbuda, espe- 
cially the roads. He note 
that no repairs have been 
carried out on roads in 
the sister island for sev- 
eral years and they are 
badly deteriorated. He 
noted in particular, the 
road leading to the Coco 
5 teh Py ny 

e i ir. 
He also called > a 
agement of the Coco 
Point Lodge to plow back 
some of their profits into 


ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


the improvement of Bar- 
buda's roads. 


The Barbuda represen- 
tative also expressed his 
displeasure with LIAT for 
raising the airfare to Anti- 
gua by $10 to $112. He 
noted that Carib Aviation, 
a private company, 
charges $80 for the same 
return trip. He called on 

nt to act im- 
mediately to roll back this 


Tatest fare increase. 

Parliament was told 
later in the week that the 
Government had asked 

LIAT to roll back the in- 

crease and that all future 

airfare increases must 

first be discussed with the 
nt. 

Mr. Burton also lashed 
out against his critics 
who felt that he was “too 
friendly” with the ALP 
Government. “I will speak 
to which ever government 
in office for the good of 
Barbuda making 





enemies with the govern- 
ment doesn't help any- 
one,” he retorted. 





Additional Requests 


Bridgetown DAILY NATION in English 19 Mar 87 p 4 


[Text ] 
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ST. JOHN'S, Antigua — 
The government has been 
asked to undertake a ma- 
jor infrastructural de- 


velopment programme for 
Barbuda. 


The tiny island's repre- 
sentative in the Antigua 
and Barbuda Parliament 
Eric Burton said in a 
statement the p me 
should involve the con- 
struction of a new airport, 
road improvement, re- 
novation to historical 
buildings and new police headquarters. 


Burton said the airport project was necessary be- 
cause the present one was inadequate and was stifling 
Barbuda’s economic progress. 


He also said there was need for tighter control of 
landings and take-offs of aircraft in the 62-square-mile 
island which boasts two small airfields. 


But Burton said the time has come for Barbuda to have one | 
airport facility under the control of the island’s local govern- 
ment council,which should be given responsibility to collect 
customs duties to minimise smuggling. 

In a recent policy statement, the government said the 
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) would 
assist in upgrading the runway and airport facilities in Codr- 
ington, the Barbuda capital. 

Political representatives from Barbuda have long com- 
plained of neglect from St John’s but relations have im- 
proved in recent years. 

Burton lashed out against those whom he said had accused 
him of cooperating too closely with the government. 


“As the representative for Barbuda, it is my right to talk to 
the government in power on any matters affecting the island ' 
for the good of the country,” Burton said. 
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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


AGREEMENT ON LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT SIGNED WITH EEC 
St Johns HERALD in English 6 Mar 87 p 5 


[Text ] 


Minister, in his func- — peace ord 
tion as Minister of Ex- mu + bch 
ternal Affairs of Anti- dition to rehabt 

gua and Barbuda the existing gong 
signed, on 2nd March, areas, te m- 
the Financing proved feeding and man- 
ment for a livestock de- ee ee Bi 
eT ee credit fund for livestock 


berhard Stahn. of the project is the 
REC ‘Combai De- strengthening of the Vet 
legate to Barbados and erinary and Livestock Di- 
the Eastern Caribbean vision of the Ministry of 
signed on behalf of the oo” Lands and 
aoa - Pg The EEC finance is pro- 
munities vided under the Fourth 
_ The project, with an and Fifth European de- 
EEC contribution of ap- velopment Funds with Ure 
proximately $EC5.8 mil- majority of the inve stmmem 
lion, will provide com- allocated as a grant and 
prehensive assistance to the remainder as a spec- 
stimulate and promote ial loan, with a 1% in- 
livestock production, terest rate negotiated 
mainly beef, and includes under the Lome Conven- 
activities such as breed- tion. hile 
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BARBADOS 


1987-88 DRAFT ESTIMATES EXPLAINED; DEBATED IN PARLIAMENT 

Government Projections 
Bridgetown DAILY NATION in English 10 Ma~- 87 p 1 
[Article by Albert Brandford] 


Text 

' GOVERNMENT EXPECTS to collect $6 mil- 
lion less from taxes and other income in the 
approaching fiscal year than in the 1986-87 
year ending March 31. | 
According to the draft Estimates of Revenue and Ex- | 
penditure, expected to be laid in the House of Assem- 
bly today, the estimeted revenue of $698 million is : 
almost one percent less than the projected figure of 


million, | an increase of 1.45 percent over 
estimates for 1986-87. 
pital expenditure, which includes the of con- 


tinuing projects and commencement of new ones, been 
estimated at $176.5 million, some $9.95 million more than the 
last revised estimates, which stood at $166.5 million. 
According to the document, Government is also projecting an 
estimated excess of current expenditure over current revenue of 
$13.5 million. 
It is planning to collect: 
© $168 million in taxes on income and profits. 
© $32.3 million in taxes eae 
© $203 million in taxes on and services. 
© $123 in taxes on international trade. 
@ $90.9 in other taxes. 


© $31.8 million in special receipts; and 
on loans and advances. 
‘on decline in taxes on incomes and profits from 


in ry Proposals. 

Taxes on goods and services and international trade are ex- 
pected to rise by $21 million and $20 million respectively, while 
en is dated to go un by a whopping 

million. 

Of the $176.5 million listed for capital expenditure, the largest 
slice — $117.2 million — will go tow economic services, 
while housing and community amenities account for 
$19.6 million. 
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Health will get $16 million and education $13 million. 


Under current expenditure, including items such as salaries 


of public servants, which shows a 0.2 
$513 557 less than the 1986-87 


rcent decrease or 
Estimates figure of 


$318 415 099, the Ministry of Finance once again gets the 
year, Government is committed to spending $194 million 


in that ministry, com 
Ministry 


while the 
and the 


Once again, 
penditure will be 


disbursed by the 


with $175 million the 
of tion has been allocated 
of Health $110 million. 


year, 
$155 million 


sum — $49 million — of capital ex- 


and Telecommunications. The Ministry of 


with $34.8 million, followed by the 
$24.7 million, while the ministries of 


of Transport, Works 

_— is _— in — 
Agriculture wi 

th and Housing and 


Lands have $18.8 million and $18.6 million, respectively. 
The Ministry of Education and Culture expects to spend $14.2 


million on capital projects. 

Government has receipts of $231.7 million up to the 
end of the current year on March 31. Of this amount, 
$158.3 million will be in foreign loans. This is made up of 
$105.8 milion from commercial banks; $22.2 million from the 
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB); $15.2 million from | 
the World Bank and $14.9 million from the Caribbean Develop- 
ment Bank. ; 

The domestic com t consists of $63.9 million in deben- 


tures and $7.6 million in other domestic financing 


, while the 


remainder is made up wf y- of $1.3 million from the IDB; 


$69 407 from USAID and 


ment Fund (EDF). 


Post Office estimated revenue of $10.3 million shows an in- 
crease of 0.8 percent or $83 175 over the 1986-87 figure. The 


839 from the European Develop- 


estimated expenditure of $10.8 million is $274 901 under the 


amount of $11.1 million for 1986-87, thus projecting a deficit of 
$560 328 for the year. 


Defense-Spending Cut 
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[Text] 


Government is to slash 
yn tae spending on 
defence and security 
while that for Education 
and Culture will increase 
by more than 100 per cent. 

This is contained in the 
draft estimates of 
revenue and expenditure 
which were laid in the 
House of Assembly 
yesterday. 

Defence and Security 
which comes under the 
Cabinet Office, and the 
capital estimates for the 


coming financial year 
which begin on April 1, 
have been put at $1.4 


million. The revised 
capital estimates for this 
head were put at $909 60U. 

The capital estimates 
for 1987-88 provide for the 
financing of, continuing 


projects and the com- 
mencement of projects. 
The estimates for 1987-88 
show an increase of $9.9 
million. 

The estimates for the 
fiscal year 1987-88 project 
current revenue at 
million, a decrease of 0.9 
per cent over the 
projected revenue for this 
current financial year. 


3 Increase 

Current expenditure is 
estimated at $711.63 
million, an increase of 
1.45 per cent over the 
approved estimates for 
1986-87. 

Under capital 
estimates for 1987-88 the 
Ministry of Education 
and Culture has 
alloted $14.2. million for 
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the coming year com- 
pared to the $6.5 million 
this year. 

Other ministries alloted 
increases are those of 
Health; Housing and 
Lands; Agriculture; 
Legal Affairs; and 
Transport, Works and 
Telecommunication 
which has been alloted 
the lion share of $49.0 
million. 

As far as_ current 
revenue is concerned 
Government is projecting 
to raise $203.6 million in 
taxes on goods and ser- 
vices. ‘Taxes on incomes 
and profits are expected 
to realise $168 million, 
those on international 
trade $123 million, and 
$90.9 million from other 
taxes. 





Appropriation Request 
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[Text ] 


GOVERNMENT is requesting 
an appropriation of just over 
half- billion dollars to finance 
its non-statutory iture. 

This was di yesterday 
by the Minister of Finance, 
Dr. Richie Haynes, during his 
introduction of thé Appropria- 
tion Bill in the House of As- 
sembly: 

Leading off the debate on the 
Estimates of Revenue and Ex- 
penditure for the fiscal year 
1987-88, Haynes said the ap- 
ore mail would amount to 

27.4 million. 

Of this amount, $352 miilion 
would be applied to Current 
Expenditure and $175.4 mil- 
lion will go towards Capital Ex- 
penditure. 

The minister said the Esti- 
mates of Revenue were about 
inine percent higher than the 


Revised Estimates for 1986-87. 


Government is project! re- 
venue of $698 million ex- 


penditure of $711 million with 
a Current Account deficit of 


13.5 million. 
| Haynes told the House that 
as a of the fiscal 
measures, which were imple- 
mented in July 1986, the por- 
tion of total revenue a ted 
to taxes on income and profits 
had declined. 

That was a matter of delib- 


nomy. 
Ay the ange hand, he _ 
t revenue attri- 
buted to indirect taxes had in- 
creased substantially. 
Haynes said a review of the 


Haynes on Taxes 


Estimates would show that the 

major areas of Government's 
Current Expenditure were per- 
1 emoluments and the ser- 

vice of Government's debt. 

He added that personal 
emoluments and the asso- 
-cinted charges account for as 
;much as 44.7 percent of the 
estimated Current Expendi- 


ture. 

Indeed, he said, when the 
| wages and salaries component 
of the expenditure of statutory 
boards was taken into account, 
emoluments would be 
more than half of Govern- 
ment’s expenditure. , 
Haynes said Government 
had three offers in the Euro- 
dollar market to finance its fis- 

cal deficit for 1987-88. 
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[Text ] 


Barbadians will continue tc 
enjoy the income tax con- 
‘cessions granted by Govern- 
ment last year for. at least 
another year. . 

Finance Minister Dr. Richie 
Haynes told Parliament 
yesterday that there would 
no increase in income tax 
year and instead Government 
would be seeking to ensure 
more efficiency in its system of 
tax collection to prevent tax 
evasion. This would include 
provision of adequate ex- 

rtise and increased staff to 
the Department of Inland 
Revenue, he said. 


Dr. Haynes was speaking 
yésterday as debate 0 on the 
1987-1988 Estimates in the House of 
Assembly. 

He noted that Government had 
taken bold initiatives through its 
fiscal policies and it was therefore 
expected that every citizen 

y his or her riion of taxes. 

Government had already taken 


steps to. improve efficiency within 
the Customs Department, he said, 
and had seen some significant 
results. 

This effort would continue in all 
the. major revenue collection 
agencies, he said, noting that there 
was still a lot to be done in terms of 
the collection of indirect taxes, 
particularly Pay As You Earn 
(PAYE) contributions. 


PAYE contributions 


. Loe pm ~ ond Haynes, s. the 

contributions were paid up 

by employers as they should be and 

all the arrears were collected, this 

would bring in some $20 million to 
Government. 

ble 


He said: ‘‘It is not unrcasona 
to ask people who collect PAYE to 
hand the . money over to the 
Department of Inland Revenue. 
When that money is withheld and 
an employee makes out a return at 
the end of the year, the Inland 
Revenue Department must give a 
refund to that person or 
not the taxes have been received.” 
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It was not fair to the country as a 
whole for this kind of thing to be 
done, he said. | 
Dr. Haynes said he was also 
concerned about the situation 
relating to the area of 
taxes which should be collected 
the Customs Department. 
This situation was resulting not 
only in a loss of revenue to 
Government but it also had the 
tial to do serious damage to 
he commercial life of Barbados, 
he said. 


ms cos te een 
w os a 

defraud the Goverement of 
revenue end up doing better 


are 
Government's revenue col 


— in the 


having. made ever 
effort to caine tb burden ot 


taxation on the people of Bar- 
bados.”” 








Economic-Growth Forecast 
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[Text ] 


Finance Minister Dr. Richie Havnes forecasts that 
the figures tc be presented in next month’s Budget 
will significant growth in the local economy 
during the financial year now ending. 

He laid the 1987 — 1988 Estimates in Parliament 
yesterday and said that the final figure relating to the 
outturn in the Barbados economy would be a major 
public embarrassment for the Opposition and all 
others who stated that the economy would have 
collapsed as a result of the fiscal. measures in- 
troduced by the current administration. 

Dr. Haynes labelled the ition and those who, 
according to him, had t over the past nine 
months to embark on a programme of destabilising 
the present administration in its early stages as 
“false ets.” | 

He said he was absolutely confident that the out- 
turn would show significant growth in the econom 
for the 1986 — 1987 financial year and that 
growth would have been of a balanced nature. 

He said it would also be shown that the foreign 
reserves of Barbados remained at adequate levels 


debt relating to loans incurred by the previous ad- 


ministration. 
Big increase 


There had also been significant increases in the 
number of people at work, according to the figures, 
he said, and this had occurred without any. major 
Government spending. 

Low rates of inflation which would demonstrate 
that there had been no dramatic rise of imports into 
Barbados and a surplus on the balance of payments 
for the year 1986 were also indicated, he said. 

Dr. Haynes noted that there was one area of con- 
cern and this related to export performance. Outside 
of the service area where e had been significant 
increases, Government had not seen the kind of ex- 
port performance which it bad wanted. 

He noted however that a significant improvement 
in this area could not have been expected in a matter 
of a few monihiz zince such improvement would have 
to > related to investment. increased nerfoarmonnes 

underutilised capacity within the economy 2nd 
market development. 


ee massive increases in debt service payments, 
both by way of interest and amortisation of foreign 


Deficit Projection 
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 17 Mar 87 p 1 


[Text ] 

Finance Minister Dr. Richie Haynes has said that 
at the end of February, this year, the Government’s 
current account deficit stood at $54.5 million. 

te he is projecting a current account deficit of $31 
million. 

Dr. Haynes told the House of Assembly yesterday 
that capital expenditure had also. moved from $106 
million to $141 million for the same period. 

The Minister who was speaking during the debate 
on the Estimates which started yesterday, said that 
at the end of February last year the current account 
deficit was $34 million and that despite all the talk 
and propaganda there was only an $18 million dif- 


ference. 
He said that the projection of $31 million stood at 


that level — the tax Is, and noted that 
even though e were high levels of taxation last 
~ the current account deficit was $15 million, and 

1 million the year before. 

The $31 million current account deficit will include 
$23 million for the redemption of pensions because 
adequate sinking fund ee was not made. 

He told the House of bly that there could be 
no doubt that in the. months following the fiscal 
proposals there was spme.imbalance, but he noted it 
was a deliberate policy on the part of Government. 
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_ The Minister however said that the Government's 
fiscal policy had proven to be correct and that in- 
direct taxes and other revenues had worked better 
than had been anticipated. 

He thanked Barbadians for using the money wisely 
stating that by their action they had made sure that 


the Government programme went through smoothly. 

He also expressed satisfaction with the private 
sector’s response to Government's initiatives and he 
commen business’. moves to assist at least one 
_— group which had the potential to generate 
jobs. 


The Finance Minister said that if one took the 
previous government's provision of expenditure from 
their last Estimates, and with the loss of revenue, the 
BLP Government would have been running a much 
higher deficit than the government in power would at 
the end of the year. 


Mini budget 


Dr. Haynes charged that the former governments 
would have brought a mini budget in October last 
year to close the gap. 

He also gave the House of Assembly a breakdown of 
what he said was the \ype of expenditures the present 
Government had to deal with noting in some cases 
that some were underestimated. 

The Minister said it was no wonder that the deficits 
were in the range of $200 million and $300 million. 

He promised that when the large government 

ro — had gone through the system, he hoped to get 
ack to a capital programme to create jobs and get 
the country. were’ 

Dr. Haynes added that the present Government had 
a clear vision of how to deal with Government ex- 
penditure for the benefit of the country. 


Opposition Views 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 17 Mar 87 p 1 


[Text ] 


this area. 


Mr. Arthur said that in the 
Estimates, expenditure would be cut 


from $2.5 million to $1.95 million. 


He said that the Defence Board had 
asked for $16.9 million and had received 


it. 

“The Export Promotion Corporation 
(EPC) asked for $2.5 million and had 
received $1.9. million, the Board of 
Tourism asked for $16.6 million and got 
Industrial 
Development Corporation (IDC) asked 
for $4.5 million and got $3.9 million; the 
National Housing Corporation (NHC) 
asked for $5.9. million and got $3 


$15.4. million, the 


million,” Mr. Arthur said. 


Furthermore, he said that ca ital 
benefits for agriculture had not been 
increased, but had been cul to $2.87 
million, and the principal cuts were in 
crop research, soil conservation, and 


livestock development. 


Mr. Arthur said that the cults were 
being done at a time when Government 
was talking about diversifying 


agriculture. 


He noted that under the Barbados 


Opposition Finance spokesman, Mr. 
Owen Arthur yesterday told the House 
of Assembly that Barbados was goin 
into the next financial year wit 
weakened export earnings and it faced 
the possibility of borrowing on its 
balance of payments support services. 

Noting that export development was 
critical to the generation of em- 
a bse and maintenance of sound 
valance of payments, Mr. Arthur said 
thal more emphasis should be placed on 


Labour Party (BLP), the National 
Fruit Orchard was started and was 
allocated $400 000 and it was operated 
under the Special Assignments 
projects. He said that it had now been 
removed and was placed under the 
central administration of the Ministry 
of Agriculture. 

Concerning education, Mr. Arthur 

jinted out that the subsidy for school 
shildren of $2.5 million for bus fares had 
been taken out of the estimates: “That 
money which used to be in the Ministry 
of Education's budget has been 
removed, he remarked. He asked 
what was going to happen on April 1 
when there would no longer be a 
provision of the Ministry of Education 
to subsidise bus fares for children. 

According to aC" finance 
spokesman, there has been a cul of 
$500 000 to the Ministry of Housing 
when a big housing programme had 
been planned. He added that the capital 
budget had been reduced by $2 million. 

Mr. Arthur said that earlier in the 
year, Dr. Richie Haynes, Minister of 
Finance had said that $20 million was 
going to be injected into housing, and 
all that he (Arthur) saw was the $3 
million of the amount that the BLP had 
negotiated with the World Bank. 

Mr. Arthur also said that the DLP 
had said that it would be putting em- 
phasis on beautification and land- 
scaping as part of its employment 
gencrating programme, but the subsidy 
to the National Conservation Com- 
mission (NCC) had been cut from $5.9 
million to $5 million. 
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Subsidy for WISCO 
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[Text ] 


Barbados will be subsidising the West Indies amounts on shipping, and in the case of Barbados 
Shipping Corporation (WISCO) to the tune of over said the money spent amounted to as much as $110 
$400 000 oo coming financial year, Prime million which constituted a big drain on the country’s 
Minister Mr. | Barrow said yesterday in the foreign resources. 


House of Assembly. 
He was res to a Mr. Barrow stated that, more should have been 


question from tion done to encourage those people who were in the 
— pane od a = sta oe p schooner (inter-island vessels) business by giving 
mae da nde of assistance. 


out of contributing to WISCO, and the. majority In looking at WISCO, Mr. Forde said that there 
ownership and liabilities now rested on Barbados, crntinued to be a decrease in the net tonnage of cargo 
Trinidad, Jamaica and Guyana. handled annually by those _—. He alsa mentioned 

Mr. Barrow noted that some of the countries had the affect ional shipping and pointed 
withdrawn for economic reasons. to the failure of a wi ribbean shipping line in- 

The Prime Minister outlined some of the problems volving Mexico, Venezuela and Trinidad among 
eltiaiing rege shi and e of the control others which ran into serious financial problems. 
internat shipping held in setting prices _ He said that there was an over-supply of shippin 
and even in their employment practices. space in the world, both in cargo-carrying ships an 
He noted that developing countries spent excessive tankers. 


Boost for Development Bank 
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[Text ] 


THE BARBADOS DEVELOP- 
MENT BANK (BDB) will be 
getting a $3.5 million boost in 
the next financial year. 

This is because of Govern- 
ment's decision to put $4 mil- 
lion into the BDB instead of the 
$500 000 subvention presently 
allocated to that institution. 

This waa announced yester- 
day hy Minister of Finance Dr. 
Richie Haynes, as debate con- 
tinued in committee in the 
House of Assembly on Govern- 
ment's 1987 Estimates of Re- 
venue and Expenditure. 

The minister said the moncy 
would ensure that the island's 
productive sector has more 
funds available to it. He noted 
that any upgrading of the bank 
would ensure an enhancement 
in the services of the sector. 

The BDB is recovering from 
a $7.4 million loss in its opera- 
tions suffered during its last 
financial year. This is the big- 


gest ever loss incurred by the 
bank which was formed in 1969 
to assist development enter- 
prises in establishing their op- 
erations by way of finance and 
other assistance. 

Dr. Haynes told the Cham- 
ber he was looking at the ques- 
tion of trying to direct more 
resources towards the produc- 
tive sector of the economy, 
rather than disbursing funds 
to owners of taxis. 


He said there is a need to 
recognise that the major 
thrusts should be directed to 
market development in the 


country. 


Haynes also stated that in all 
his negotiations with interna- 
tional lending institutions, in- 
cluding the World Bank and 
the International DVevelop- 
ment Bank (IDB), he was insis- 
tent. that they should regard 
marketing and services as 
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areas for capital development. 


Hic said these have been 
priority areas working on with 
available resources. 


Dr. Haynes said he was ex- 
tremely pleased with the per-: 
formance of the very competent 
board of the BDB, and stressed 
he would not be interfering in 
the decisions of the new board. 


He told the House he expects 
the board to run the affairs of 
the bank, adding it could not be 
properly administered if there 
was political interference in its 


, business. 


Dr. Haynes said that ac- 
cording to the law, applications 
for loans over a certain amount 
must be referred to the minis- 
ter with responsibility for the 
lending institution. Then, he 
said, is the only time that he 


‘ would be active in the work of 


the BDB. 





Gas, Oil Prospects 
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GOVERNMENT is predicting an October start-up of the Liquid 
Petroleum Gas (LPG) Plant and handsome profits for the Barba- 
dos National Oil Company (BNOC) and CARICARGO this year. 

Minister of Finance Dr. Richie Haynes said in the House of 
Assembly yesterday Government's streamlining programmes 
will return profitability to certain institutions while others will 
at least be able to cut their deficits in half. 

He said the proposed $4 million LPG plant would produce up 
to 70 containers a day, and would see gas sales to the National 
Petroleum Corporation increasing by more than 60 per cent. 

Haynes said the investment was likely to be a viable one, since 
anticipated profits at the end of the first five years were set at 
$2.8 million, and its cash flow position was expected to be such 
that the company would be able to repay any necessary loans. 

He said Government was yet to decide on the final ownership 
of the plant, but announced that at least two corporate citizens 
had expressed an interest in investing in the plant. 

As far as the Barbados National Oil Company is concerned, 
Dr. Haynes said Government had been able to reduce antici- 
pated losses from $21 million to $2 million. 

This he attributed to a policy decision in June last year to halt 
the drilling programme and a committed effort by the staff of the 
BNOC to improve efficiency and maximise productivity. 


The end result, he said, was that the company should make a 
profit this year, provided it maintained an average daily produc- 
tion of 1400 barrels and the price of oil was maintained at 
around US$15 a barrel. 

Prime Minister Errol Barrow told the House CARICARGO 
was set to record a handsome profit this year, and may find itself 
with even more work than it can physically hanille. 

He said the noise control problem on the 707s had been 
corrected and the company had landed a charter deal with Air 
onongg while other agencies had booked at least 240 flying 

ours. 

Dr. Haynes announced ‘that the cash flow position of Hey- 
woods Holiday Resort would be significantly improved, and 
generally subsidies to state owned institutions would be drasti- 
cally cut this year. 

So far provision has been made for $15 million to shore up the 
Arawak Cement Plant, $200 000 to Aero Services, $1 million to 
the Caribbean Broadcasting Corporation and $126 000 to West 
Indies Shipping Corporation (WISCO). 

Dr. Haynes said the idea was to improve the cash flow situa- 
tion of these companies to the point where their credit-worthi- 
ness would be such that they could negotiate for loans and other 
assistance directly with the commercial banks. 





BARBADOS 


TAX, BUDGETARY IMPLICATIONS FOR SUGAR INDUSTRY NOTED 


Anger Over Tax Changes 
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[Article by Chelston Lovell] 
[Text ] 


SUGAR ESTATE OFFICIALS are hopping mad over a 
Government move to triple their tax rate on “perks”. 

Many have threatened to abandon the financially pla- 
gued industry unless the Inland Revenue Department 
reconsiders proposals to raise the value of their per- 
quisites and benefits almost threefold. 

A circular sent out this month to estate officials informed 
them that factory managers would have their “perks” taxed on 
the value of $650 per month, while estate managers and assis- 
tant factory mar.agers would be taxed at the $600 mark — up in 
each instance from a previous $225. 

In addition, an estate supervisor whose perks were valued at 
$150 a month, will now see these increased to $400 for tax 
purposes. 

According to the circular, the perks revision, which relates to 
“residences or quarters provided with usual domestic facilities, 
public utilities end motor vehicles”, will be applied to their 1986 
tax returtis. 

A spokesman for the Sugar Industry Supervisors Association 
described the move as a “thorny issue” but declined commenting 
elaborately on any likely reaction from the planters until there 
was a mecting of the council. 

However he stated: “Obviously with an increase of that nature 
the managers will be up in arms.” 

A top Barbados Sugar Industry Limited (BSiL) official said 
that body has urged the Inland Revenue Department to review 
the proposed tax rates since they were aware that not all estate 
=" enjoyed the same be- 
nefits. 


According to the official, the 
proposed new values were ar- 
rived at following the submis- 
sion of information from BSIL, 
which had been requested by 
tax officials. It was also pointed 
out that the last perks value 
increase, which started in 
1967, was imposed “about four 
or five years ago”. 
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The planters contend that 
the increase is far too steep, 
since many of them do not be- 
nefit from all the allowances on 
which they are being requested 
to pay taxes. 


One St. George estate mana- 
ger stated: “The increases have 
cnme at a very bad time be- 
cause the i:ndusury 18 really 
taking some lashes now and it 
needs people who are dedicated 
and competent. 


“I can tell you some of us are 
thinking seriously of running 
and leaving it if we are going to 
be taxed like that.” 


One of his counterparts in an 
adjoining parish said: “The tax 
men seem to have assumed 
that we get all these benefits. I 
would prefer to live off the 
estate and pay my own mort- 
gage because at the end of the 
day when J am through work- 
ing in the industry at least I 
would have a house that is 
mine. 


“Right now I am paying 
monthly to live some place 
where I don’t have to, but 
which is convenient for me and 
my employer and which he can 
turn me out of whenever he 
wishes.” 





Remarks in Parliament 
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[Text] 


KING SUGAR came in for 
another knocking in Parlia- 
ment last night during the de- 
bate of the 1987-83 Estimates. 

With Barbados suffering re- 
cently from a cut back in it 
sugar export quota to America, 
Cyril Walker, representative 
for St. George North, held out 
little hope for the resurgence of 
the industry. 

“In reality, sugar is not what 
it used to be; you could say that 
sugar is ok Let's be serious, 
everybody is going towards 
substitutes,” Walker noted. 

The parliamentary secretary 
in the Ministry of Education 
and Culture said there was a 
crisis in the sugar industry 
which he said was related to 
price. 4 

He was replying to Owen 
Arthur, member of the Opposi- 
tion and representative for St. 
Peter, who said Barbados was 
capable of supporting an indus- 
try of 150 000 tons of sugar. 


He told the Lower House 
that before the LOME Conven- 
tion, Barbados had guaranteed 
markets to the tune of 131 000 
tons a year under the Common- 
wealth Agreement Fund. 


“In 1974-75, there was a tem- 
porary one-shot massive in- 
crease in the world price for 
sugar”, he said, adding that 
Government went after it 
choosing to ignore that the 
world price of sugar goes up 
and down. 


/9317 
CSO: 3298/185 


65 








BARBADOS 


ESTIMATES DEBATE INCLUDES NOTICE OF AIR AGREEMENTS 
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[Text ] 


Barbados and Trinidad and 
Tobago are to sign a new air ser- 
vices agreement next, month. 

This follows an agreement which 
this country has signed with 
British Airways. Both of these 
have come in the wake of Carib- 
bean Airways winding up some of 
its services on March 31. 

Prime Minister Mr. Errol 
Barrow made the announcement in 
the House of any 2 corp 
during continuation of debate on 
the 1987-88 Estimates. 

The agreement with Trinidad is 
to be signed by Mr. Barrow and his 
Trinidadian counterpart Mr. 
A.N.R. Robinson in bago on 
April 3 and would allow for BWIA, 
the national airline of Trinidad to 
take up the routes formerly ser- 
viced by Caribbean Airways. 

From April 14, BWIA will be 
taking passengers to Frankfurt 
and will operate chartered flights 
during the off-season. 

The Prime Minister told the 
House of Assembly that this 
 o be getting $3 million 
from arrangement with the 
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Trinidad airline. Other 
oes relating to trade will 
also be signed by the two leaders. 

Regarding the agreement with 
British Airways, Mr. Barrow said 
the U.K. carrier would, as of April 
15, be bringing passengers at least 
four times a week from Europe 
mainly on the Brussels to -Bar- 
bados route. 

He said, too, that Barbados 
would be paid some $3. million a 

ear from the revenues the airline 
is expecting to receive from 
operating the schedule. — 


Cost Govt $9m 


The Prime Minister pointed out 
that Caribbean Airways was 
costing the Government $9 million 
to bring a. maximum of 25 000 

ssengers a year to Barbados. 

He recalled that up to the time 
his Government went out of office 
in 1976, the Caribbean Airways 
service from Barbados to Euro 
had cost the Government and the 
taxpayers nothing. 

He explained that Mr. Freddie 
Laker had taken some of his excess 
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equipment, had recruited Bar- 
badians and had operated the 
route, and it had cost Barbados 
nothing. 

The Prime Minister stated that 
Government had projected that in 
the financial year Caribbean 
Airways would coilecting $31 
million and losing $9 million. 

He felt it therefore unfair to ask 
taxpayers to underwrite the airline 
by that amount. 

Mr. Barrow said that Govern- 
ment had therefore decided to 
discontinue the service and that 
the airline staff would be kept on 
since CA would be involved in 
ground handling, for which the 
government would be paid by other 
airlines. 

He stated therefore there would 
still be a function for the airline 
although its wings would be clip- 


He added that the Government’s 
policy in so far as air trans- 
portation was concerned was to 
get people to Barbados which is a 
tourist destination, and at the 


_minimal cost to the taxpayers. 





ANTI-SMUGGLING MEASURES UTILIZING DEFENSE FORCE PLANNED 


Barrow Announcement 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 18 Mar 87 p 1 


[Text] 


* Personnel from the Bar- 
.bados Defence Force (BDF) 
are to take up positions at the 
Grantley Adams International 
Airport to assist in cbmbating | 


smu there. to a 
artis was disclosed in thel 
House of Assembly yesterday 
by Prime Minister Errol 
Barrow “who said that the 
Defence Force personnel were, 
needed to perform these 


duties. 

He said that 45 officers would 
be made available to perform 
the security duties there. 

The Prime Minister said that 
smuggling was a problem and, 
eh RR halted. He 
poin smuggling was 
taking place about 200 yards 
from Parliament with the ice 


boats. 

on the operations of the 
Defence Force, Mr. Barrow said 
there would be no further 


‘ Jn fact Mr. 
‘like to see, more ; 

1 and maintained that his) 
administration would retain the, 
‘Defence Force but with a bias for. 
anti-smuggling and the training of. 
Coast Guard personnelL itis 


Not responsible 


to comments, Mr. 
Barrow said that in the past the 


Force was not tes tammy to 
Government nor Parliament nor 


the composition 


enough information was not 
ted 


available, and he poin out that 


he had to inquire from another 
Caribbean government into, the 
strength of BDF. ES 
The Prime Minister stated that if 
a country had a force which was 
not accountable to Parliament, but 
was willing to invade 
Caribbean state then one had to be 
critical of it. 
. Mr. Barrow also labelled the 
i Security System (RSS) 
as a creation of the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) in 
Washington. 


‘ He noted as well that Barbados 
was rapidly beco a com- 
cent client state of United 
tes and he made it known that 
he yo mre country being 
open to, mani . 
Mr. Barrow said that the US 


‘view of the Caribbean soldiers 


-were that they were useful only as 
‘watchmen, and he called this 
contemptuous. 
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Tightened Port Security 
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 18 Mar 87 p 1 


{Text ] 


to put 
two ports 


a pl comments came during debates on the 1987-88 
‘Estimates which continued yesterday in the House of 
Assembl i hal ates 2 ee te 
the for good security at the ports of en 
especially in an effort to stamp out the trafficking 
illegal narcotics 


: Government backbencher Dr. Erskine ics 
said he was confident the Democratic Labour Party 
(DLP) administration would put strict security 
measures in piace at the Port, but noted that it could 
‘not be done overnight. 
- Dr. Simmons pointed out that there was need for 
careful selection of the persons to vn out _ 


duties. ° 
-Too easy under BLP. 


Another Government backbencher Mr. Robert 
“Bobby” Morris said the whole bape of passes to 
the airport and seaports was made too easy under the 
last Barbados Labsor Party administration. He felt it 


ee SS ee in the issuance of . 


to. move in and out of these 
eoricted areas, warning that prevention was better 
than cure. 
1 He argued that there was nothing wrong in havi 


a Port Security Police as had been. mooted, ing 


questioned to whom would such: officers be ac- 


‘countable. He felt the situation might be better dealt 
with by offering specialised training rather than 


setting up a new security force. 

Mr. Morris felt that the tion of illegal 
could be best tackled by having better security a > 
ports of entry and reiterated that the DLP 
ministration took very seriously the, menance 3 


drugs. 
Oppositio: MP Mr. David Simmons, who had 


served as attorney general in the last. Barbados 
‘Labour Party administration said positive —— 
been taken to enhance security at 


ahandrateeon 


‘ 
- ‘. 
- ‘ ee Aswensews ew 


He said that he himself had visited the Airport to 
a at establishing a new police station there. The 
ition MP spoke of the poor conditions of the 
ting facilities used by hen police at the Airport. 
Besides this, he said the building did not harmonise 
with the modern airport building. 
On the actual beefing up of security at the Airport 
itself, Mr. Simmons said spme effort had been started 


28; in 1985-86. 


The Attorney General, Mr. King said that -? 
entering the country through the airport and 
seaport were nothing new. He, however, emphasised 
Government’s policy of moving against such activity 
od ary out that it must be pisaned carefully and 
d. not be a piece-meal Mag 
Noting that drug traffick ng was an international 
lem, Mr. King said that this matter was of con- 

cern to ali countries, and spoke of the United States’ 
Government cohcern about the movement of drugs 
from South America through this region and into 
United States. 

‘He said that they had been offers from the US of 
dogs to use in the detection of drugs at the ports. 
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Criticism of Police Role 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 18 Mar 87 p 1 


[Text ] 


/9317 


* Opposition ‘Parliamentarian Mr. { 
Davi Simmons has stated that some 
oe have been encouraging a 

and corruption at the Bridgetown Po 
“y in the House of pte oe 
oe debate on the 1987-88 
tes, Mr. Simmons charged that ‘ 
lice have been on pees favours ° 

Specie in taximen who would pass back ' 
their hands. He said where a taximan ° 
come a ping Soll he is banned trom 

oing into the pert. 

He said that this simmering problem * 
in the Port could not be left unchecked 


CSO: 3298/185 


otherwise there will be a lot of un- 
pleasantness. 

Attorney General Mr. Maurice King 
said he did not have any direct in- 
formation on the charges made by Mr. 
Simmons, ‘but’ said he would be 
ons A if the opposition MP could 

any information he had so the 
matter Sar coal Se dealt with = | 


Mr. King lense that the. moment 
corruption’ affected the law en- 
forcement agencies then the entire 
country to loose. ~- 
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CRIMINAL USE OF STOLEN FIREARMS 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in 


{Text ] 
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The use of stolen 
pg in acts of - 
roving to 
+ oR 


the Royal Bereadon 
Police Force. So. said 


Assistant Commissioner. 
of Police Mr. Winfield 
Cummins. 


Mr. Cummins stated: 


that during the past two 
years there have been. 


more than 23 guns of all: 


shapes, _ sizes and 
ire wer stolen from 

al holders when their. 
a and cars had been 


burglarised. 


He said that in 1985, 11 
guns including shotguns 
and ammunition were 
stolen from the homes of. 
businessmen. Some of 
these guns were 
recovered after criminals. 
were arrested and 
charged with offences 


PROBLEM FOR POLICE 


English 18 Mar 87 p 1 


including pg bot 
ogee ay with i: 

‘He said that the. 
following year, that 


than 


_ "than hose 
nally. to the 
ce a ae the 

. a He said = oo ge 

a 

heme by the oy the holders, or in 
their om, 9 in = view of 


members of the public; 


and in the. majority 


cases the guns are 


removed, we to turn up. 
at'some other after. 

a crime had cpm- 
mitted. 
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BARBADOS 


CIVIL SERVANTS TO GET WAGE HIKES, BACK PAY IN APRIL '87 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 11 May 87 p 1 


[Text ] 


Public workers will receive their 
salary increases and backpay by 
the end of April, Prime Minister 
Errol Barrow told the House of 
Assembly yesterday. 

The announcement came as he 
introduced a resolution to approve 
increased salaries for public 
workers. 


He said that the increases granted 
would cost Government an estimated 
$18.6, million for the 1986—1987 period 
and an additional $7.5, million for the 
1987—1988 period. 

The public workers accepted in- 
creases of nine per cent at the bottom 
and 1.4 per cent at the top for the first 
year, and an additional two per cent 
across the board in the seccnd year. 
Backpay will be given for the period 
April last year to May this year.. 

Mr. Barrow noted that agreement 
was reached with the trade unions 
without protracted negotiation and he 
complimented the public officers who 
met with the unions to negotiate the 
matter. 


Caused prob/cms 


He referred to past involvement in 
sa negotiations by e with 
political interests which had caused 
— and said that fortunately or 

occasion agreement was reached 
without any intervention by “political 


He said: ‘‘To us, it is not a i 
matter at all. I think that in the future if 
politicians would stay out of these 
discussions you would have less 
acrimony and misunderstanding.”’ 


He said that it was the policy of his 
Government to continue collective 
bargaining with hits public officers and 
their union representatives and he 
would only ask the House of Assembly 
to approve salary revisions when the 
Government was satisfied that it had 
exhausted the total. machinery and 
devices of collective bargaining. 

Mr. Barrow said that the NUPW, the 
Barbados Union of Teachers, the 
Barbados Secondary Teachers Union, 
the Barbados Workers Union and the 
Barbados Association of Principals of 
Public Secondary Schools had sub- 
mitted proposals which collectively 
would have amounted to an annual 
additional expenditure of about $50 
million. 

The Police Association informed 
Government in a letter last February, 
he said, that it had conditionally ac- 
cepted the level of increases acc 
by the other unions. The conditions 
related to the regrading of the salary 


scale. 
Make an offer 


The Prison Officers Association had 
sent Government a letter in August last 
year asking Government to. make an 
offer to it Mr. Barrow said. It was 
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proposed to. make an offer to the 
Association within the settlement 
arrived at with the other unions, he 


said. 

He said the Fire Service Association 
did not submit any proposals to 
Government and it would also be of- 
fered the same settlement. 

The Prime Minister told the House 
that the common basis on which the 
unions submitted proposals related to 
the upward. movement in the cost of 
living since the last contract; the effect 
of taxation, especially income tax on 
the disposable income of workers; 
comparable wage hikes for workers in 
other areas, particularly the private 
sector; and the estimated growth rate 
in the economy during the 1984 to 1986 


period. 
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BARBADOS 


SECOND HIGHEST TRADE DEFICIT IN ‘86; RESERVES DECLINE 
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 12 Mar 87 p 1 


[Text ] 


Barbados recorded a $646.8 million trade deficit in 
1986, the second on record, Government 


‘= [According to a CANA English dispatch from Bridgetown 

at 1552 GMT on 11 March 1987, "Barbados’' foreign exchange reserves 
amounted to BDS 296.3 million dollars (one BDS dollar--50 cents 
U.S.) at the end of 1986, a 7.9 percent decline on the previous 
year, provisional Central Bank statistics showed today. Barbados 
had 321.7 million dollars worth of reserves at the end of 1985. 
The year-end figure was a marked improvement on November's 244.9 
million dollars. The island's reserves had declined after 
reaching a 1986 high of 313.6 million dollars in March." ] 
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WORLD BANK LOAN TO HELP DEVELOP NON-SUGAR AGRICULTURE 


Bridgetown DAILY NATION in English 2 Mar 87 p 28 


[Text j 


/9317 


WASHINGTON — Barbados is 
to get a $8 million loan from the 
World Bank to help finance a 
project designed to improve the 
diversification of agriculture 
and improve its viability. 

In making the announce- 
ment on Saturday, the bank 
said the project would include 
an agricultural sector study, 
the strengthening of research 
in the sector, extension and 
marketing services, and provi- 
sion of credit for agro- 
industries to develop non- 
sugar crops. 


In addition, the project will | 


assist Government in formu- 
lating, defining, and im- 
plementing agricultural de- 
velopment in Barbados. 
Research will be conducted 
involving the technical and 
economic feasibility of produc- 
ing non-sugar crops, and in 
obtaining an appropriate ba- 
lance between the sugar and 


non-sugar subsectors, which ; 


will increase the production of, 
and income from non-sugar 
crops, the statement said. 
The project will continue the 
work of a previous technical 
assistance scheme and will in- 
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clude work on vegetable pro- 
duction, mechanised farming 
and irrigation. 

It will also increase the 
emphasis on farm economics 
yess budgeting, cotton produc- 
tion and marketing, and initi- 
ate work on the commercial 
aspect of flower production. 

Over the medium to long 
term, the project aims at 
strengthening the economy, 
and will lead to improvements 
in farmers’ incomes, together 
with gains in Barbados’ - ba- 
lance of trade, the World Bank 
said. 

Other financing for the 
US $5.8 million project will be 
provided by the Government 
(US$500 000), financial inter- 
mediaries (US$300 000), and 
contributions by sub- 
borrowers (US$1 million). 


The World Bank Ican is for 
15 years, including three years 
of grace, with a variable in- 
terest rate, currently 
7.92 percent, linked to the cost 
of the bank’s borrowings. 


It also carries an annual 
commitment charge of 0.75 od 
cent on the undisbursed ba- 
lances. — CANA 
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BARBADOS 


DETAILS OF MINISTERIAL PORTFOLIO CHANGES REPORTED 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 20 Feb 87 p 1 


[Text ] 


/9317 


Prime Minister, Mr. Errol 
Barrow, has made a number of 
< sg oy to ministerial : 
folios that will take effect trom 
March 1, 1987. 

According to an official in the 
Cabinet Office, the Prime Minister 
has advised the Governor-General 
of the following adjustments to 
ministerial portfolios: 

— Mr. E.W. Barrow , Prime 
Minister and Minister of Economic 
Affairs, will assume responsibility 
for National Insurance, including 
Old Age Pensions and Severance 
Payments, these will be ad- 
ministered by the Cabinet Office; 
Broadcasting, Film Censorship, 
Press Liaison and Public Relations 
— to be administered by the Prime 
Minister’s Office; and the Bar- 
bados Tourism investment Cor- 

ration — to be administered by 

State Ente Unit. 

— Senator Harcourt Lewis, 
Minister of State, Public Service, 
will assume responsibility for 
Central Purchasing. 

— Mr. Maurice King, Attorney- 
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General and Minister of Legal 
Affairs, will take over respon- 
sibility for Corporate Affairs and 
Intellectual Property. 

— Mr. Wes Hall, Minister of 


‘Employment, Labour Relations 
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and Community Development will 
relinquish responsibility for 
National Insurance, including Old 
Age Pensions and Severance 
Payments. 

Will relinquish 

— Dr. Richard <>; are Minister 
of Finance, will relinquish 
responsibility for Central Pur- 
chasing. 

— Mr. Branford Taitt, Minister 
of Tourism and Industry, will 
relinquish responsibility for 
Broadcasting, ee 
Press Liaison and _ Public 
Relations; and the Barbados 
Tourism Investment Corporation. 

— The State Enterprises port- 
folio has been moved from under 
the Economic Affairs Division and 
has been established as a separate 
unit under the Prime Minister. 





UPGRADING OF FOREIGN SERVICE SKILLS IN ECONOMICS PLANNED 


Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 15 Mar 87 p 5A 


[Text ] 


GOVERNMENT SAYS it will upgrade Foreign Services skills to 
promote Barbados’ Offshore Financial Sector. 

This is one of an eight-point list of objectives to guide the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs into the island’s third decade of 
Independence. 

According to a paper reviewing foreign policy Government 
will concentrate its diplomatic effort on international economic 
matters in recognition of the changing character of diplomacy. 

“It will seek to upgrade its human resource skills to handle 
the complex international trade and financial issues which so 
affect its small and vulnerable economy,” the paper says. 

It stated efforts will be made to promote at all levels the 
special case of small island developing states and to fight 
against the illogical arithmetic that continued to make so many 
of them ineligible for concessionary financing. 

The review was commissioued by Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Sir James Tudor and “laid” in the Senate this week in 
preparation for the first major foreign policy debate under the 
new Democratic Labour Party Administration. 

This debate, expected within the next three wecks after 
completion of the Estimates debate and passage of the 
Appropriation Bill. comes at a time when most countries are re- 
examining their foreign policy and that of the two superpowers 
is under close, critical scrutiny. 

The review notes that the main goal of Barbados’ forrign 
policy is national economic development. Consequently, 
successive administrations have laid emphasis on the 
promotion of the island as an offshore financial centre, with the 
potential to create between 6 000 and 8 000 jobs. 

Since 1984, legislation has been enacted to facilitate the 
operations of entities such as United States Foreign Sales 


‘Corporations. 


In addition, the incentive package has included the 
International Business Companies (Exemption from Income 
Tax) Act. the Offshore Banking Act, the Exempt Insurance Act. 
which facilitates the formulation of captive companies, and the 
— Incentives Act, which allows registration of foreign 
ships. 

In an introduction, Sir James, noting that Barbados spends 
@ mere two percent of its annual budget on foreign policy, says 
there are five areas in which collectively, the country could 
conduct an even better foreign policy. 
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‘these, he lists as: (1) to try to maintain and raise the 
standard of living by increasing the output of goods and 
services; (2) convince nationals and foreigners alike that the 
island's wealth is worth more here than outside; (3) keep the 
foreign debt down in order for the economy to grow, which would 
mean the island must grow more food; (4) maintain and extend 
democratic institutions; and (5) encourage the strictest 
accounting of public money to prevent it being siphoned off into 
private hands. 





ECUADOR 


BRIEFS 


ECUADORAN APPRECIATION FOR CUBAN AID--In Havana, (Eduardo Carnegi), adviser to 
the Presidency of the Republic of Ecuador, has expressed Ecuador's 
appreciation for the assistance sent by Cuba. He said this proves the 
existing level of relations between the two nations. Our country sent a plane 
to Ecuador with 18 tons of food for the victims of the 5 March earthquake. 
[Text] [Havana Radio Progreso Network in Spanish 1100 GMT 27 Mar 87 FL] 


/12913 


HUMAN RIGHTS GROUP RELEASES DOCUMENT--The Human Rights Regional Organization, 
which held a meeting in Quito, Ecuador with the participation of delegates 
from 16 countries, released a final document on Tuesday stating that the 
international economic crisis and the foreign debt are obstacles to man's 
dignity because they violate economic and social rights and upset social 
peace. The document states that current international economic relations 
endanger the possibilities of development for the Latin American and third 
world countries, and they are a serious obstacle to guarantees of respect for 
human rights. The document also stated its support for the Contadora peace 
efforts, and it approved resolutions rejecting the so-called 
institutionalization process, which intends to promote the Chilean militarv 
dictatorship, and condemning the South African regime for its inhumane 
apartheid practices. [Text] [Havana International Service in Spanish 1600 


GMT 11 Mar 87 PA] 
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JAMAICA COMMENTATOR FORECASTS NEW POLITIC’ 


L PARTY 


Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 29 Mar 5/ p 10A 


[Vincent Tulloch column "Window of the World": 


[Text ] 


HERE will be a new 
political party in Gre- 
nada within the next 

two to three weeks, and this 
development will fit in with 
what seems to be the crum- 
bling of the imposed coali- 
tion Government on Grena- 


dians in 1984. 

This will fit in with comments I 
made some weeks on the polit!- 
cal acene in Grenada. I 8 ested 
then that Prime Minister erbert 
Blaize should cefully, since it 
was 8 nt he had lost touch 
with political reality of the 

True, I also suggested that he has 
made his contribution to the coun- 


try and he should be thanked for it; 


nonetheless, since he ts apparently 
not in the best of health it would be 
advisable to turn the affairs of the 
state over to others who are more 
suitable at this time to deal with the 
complex problems that go with gov- 


erning and ruling in contemporary 


society. 

It now seems clear that the crack 
having emerged in the Grenadian 
ye coating, which tncidently 

as had a rather porous texture, is 
widening and in a relatively short 
while Blaize will have no option but 
to go, and not too gracefully. 


A new political movement will be 


launched in the country with the: 


hope of providing an alternative 
force to the New National Party 
(NNP), the ruling coalition party 
which was formed on Union Island 


in the St. Vincent Grenadines as a 
means of presenting a unified force 
to top former Prime Minister Eric 
Gairy from returning to power. 


; Plans 


At that time it was feared that 
the splinter parties were more of a 
problem if they attempted to contest 
the elections made necessary to 
restore democracy to the country 
after the four-year rule of the left- 
jJeaning People's Revolutionary Gov- 
ernment that was crushed on the 
invasion by the United States and 
some Caribbean states in the fall of 
1983. 


Terrance Griffith, a 25-year-old 
senator in the Grenadian Parita- 
ment who was formerly with the 
ruling NNP, disclosed plans to me 
for the launching of the new politt- 
cal party In two weeks time. 


In an interview in Kingston on 
Thursday, he said that with the 
lone Member of Parliament in oppo- 
sition and three senators, (two de- 
fectors) from the ruling NNP coallt- 
tion, the nucleus of the new party 
will emerge. 

The new party will no doubt seek 
to draw from the ruling party some 
sitting members in the new political 
movement as dissension with 
Blaize's autocratic style of govern- 
ing allenates him from his col- 
leagues. 


Why the decision to leave the 


NNP, Griffith explains “I did support 
the New National Party, primarily 
because ! did not want Eric Gairy to 
get back into power. However, I was. 
always opposed to the principle of. 
the formation of the party. It was. 


GRENADA 


lew Party for Grenada") 
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done on Union Island under thé; 
instruction of people like Tom Ad»: 
ams i} 


“It was not a national party, but 4, 
foreign party imposed on us by for-. 
eigners. | am of the view now that: 
democracy has gone to the dogs in: 
Grenada. 2 

Explaining his activities now he‘ 
touched on the still-birth of another, 
political movement last year. He’ 
continued, “I was involved in the 
formation of a movement, : 
the Democratic Labour Congress” 
which was still-birth because of: 
then Te in the United, 
States Opposition Leader Lary, 
Singh and myself. - 


“What is happening now is that: 
the united opposition in the lower: 
house has begun moving around the: 
country informing the ple with. 
the hope of forming a political party.. 
Within two weeks we will name a’ 
party and officers.” “- 
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Nationalism =; 


‘The new political is exe 
ed to stress Grenada's national-: 
ism and seek to move the country, 
from one of total dependency on the 
United States. "e 
Said Griffith “it ts ridiculous for a: 
country like ours to have its — 
ass 


supported 89% foreign 8~ 
tance. We want a private/public: 
sector mix and amore realistic for- 


. 
a 


eign policy. : 

“How can Grenada in this age be: 
the only country that can go to the: 
United Nations and side with the: 
U.S. and Britain in voting nst: 
sanctions against — uth: 
Africa? We are mindful of the situa-. 
tion we are coming from but we will. 
maintain contacts with all states’ 
that are to respect our’ 
sovereignty.” me 

The next few months should be’ 
interes in Grenada as {t fs un-: 
derstood that there will be more. 
defections from Blaize's fragile co. 
alition as certain figures make @ 
move for power. = 
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UNION ACTIVITIES INVOLVING PUBLIC WORKERS, TUC REPORTED 


PWU Leader's Address 


GRENADA 


St Georges THE GRENADIAN VOICE in English 24 Mar 87 pp 1, 3 


[For a Bridgetown CANA in English report on the address by Public Workers 
Union President Basil Harford, see the Latin America DAILY REPORT FBIS-LAM- 
87-058 of 26 March 1987, page S3] 


[Text ] 
PRESIDENT of Gre- 


nada Public Workers- 


Union, Basil Herford, 
last Saturday said that 
public servants in Gre- 
nada are faced with a 
‘situation where collec- 
tive bargaining is seri- 
ously threatened, and 
where it will become 
more and more difficult, 
if not impossible for 
union and employer to 
negotiate in good 
faith’. This, he said, 
could see the return of 
the days of the jungle, 
where the law of sur- 
vival of the fittest 
reigns supreme’. 

The President made 
the remarks while ad- 
dressing the Union's 
Annual General Meet- 
ing which was also 
attended by President of 
the Caribbean Public 
Service Association, 
Dr. David De Margue. 

He continued: “If 
ever we have to return 
to those days,, then 
brothers and sisters, we 
must arm ourselves 
with the weapons with 


which to defend our- 
selves, and the only 
weapons that we as 
workers have, are uni- 
ty, togetherness and 
solidarity.” 

Harford said that 
what is clear to see 
from past experiences 
with their employer is 
that public servants ‘as 
workers are treated by 
their employer with the 
scantest of courtesy’. 
He said the mutual res- 
pect which would exist 
between labour and 
employer is quickly 
being frustrated and the 
dialogue which attend 
the process of employ- 
er and employee rela- 
tionship no longer 
scem to exist, resulting 
in a total collapse of 
the public service. 

1 say to you today,” 
he said, “that the mo- 
rale of public servants 
in possible it's lowest 
in ‘history, and is 
likely to decline even 
further." 

The president ex- 


plained that on many 
occasions, the Union 
was treated with utter 
contempt by Govern- 
ment. He said, “last 
year we asked for a 
meeting with Cabinet 
on the matter of salary 
"egotiations, this was 
retused; last year when 
we took sick out action 
our pay was deducted; 
we asked for a hold on 
the invitation letter to 
public servants con- 
cerning retrenchment 
until the full package 
and details are avail- 
able, that too have 
been refused.” He went 
on, “Brothers and sis- 
ters we ‘even asked for 
one to two hours off 
during normal working 
hours to hold our 
Annual General Meet-: 
ings, that too has been 
refused.” 

In light of what the 
president termed ‘a 
challenge that the 
union is facing” he 
made a call for all to 
work together for the 
good of all, calling on 
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members to change any 
"negative slogans” 
they may have into 
positive ones, so as to 
protect the institution 
that can best fight their 
cause. He ended by 
calling for overall 
unity among members 
and the selling of the 
trade union movement 
as part of their res- 
ponsibility. 

President of C.P.S.A. 
and the St. Lucia public 
service union, David De 
Marque, using the 
theme ‘organised or be 
crushed’ for his feature 
address made a cali for 
regional unity among 
public servants in light 


of what he called their 
common problem. He 
also lashed out on what 
he termed a new éra of 
colonialism in the area, 
millitarisation, nepot- 
ism, and tribalism. He 
ended by calling on 
public servants to be 
more militant in their 
approach to Govern- 
ment. 








TUC Election 
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[For a Bridgetown CANA report on the TUC election, see the Latin America 


DAILY REPORT FBIS-LAM-87-068 of 9 April 1987, pages S3 and S4] 


[Text ] 


PRESIDENT of the 
Commercial and Indus- 
trial Worker's Union, 
Anslem De- Bourg has 
been elected to serve as 
the president of the 
Grenada Trade Union 
Council for the next 
year. , 

DeBourg, who in the 
previous term was a 
vice president replaced 
the President of th 
Public Workers Union, 
Basil Harford as 
T.U.C.'s boss. Harford 
did not stand for re- 
election at the council's 
Annual Gencral Meet- | 
ing at the P.W.U.. 
Centre, Tanteen on the 
week-end. 

DeBourg defeated 
Grenadas Union of 
Teachers representative 
Julien Ogilvie by 
twelve votes in the 
two-man race for 
president. 


Stanley Roberts of 
the Grenada Taxi 
Drivers and Owners 
Association was elected 
as first Vice President. 

Ogilvie was later 
elected as second Vice 
President, with CIWU'S 
Elliot Bishop returning 
unopposed as Secretary. 
Bishop's assistant will 
be Vyra McQueen of 
the G.U.T. 

Seven of the eight 
unions that make up 


the T.U.C. were re- 
presented at the 
mecting. 

The Technical and 
Allied Workers Union 
(TAWU) only had 
observers at the 
meeting after the 
divided union was not 
allowed by a vote taken 
at the AGM to sit in, 
because it did not meet 
with the requirements 
of presenting the 
names ul Hs re- 


presentatives to the 
credentials committee 


on the stipulated date. 
Apparently, a section 
of the union was intent 
on sending repre- 
sentatives to the 
meeting but a group led 
by TAWU'S President 
Wilfred Hayes had 
indicated to the 
T.U.C.'s management 
council that it could 
not have sent delegates 
since there is a motion 
before the court to 
determine who are 
TAWU's true memebers. 
A list of names of 
prospective delegates 
was sent to the T.U.C. 
a couple of days after 
they were to be sent in. 
TAWU has becn split 
in two camps, people 
supporting the Pres- 
ident Hayes, and a one- 
time President Chester 
Humphrey. 
Earlier this year 
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T.A.W.U's annual 
general meeting ended 
in controversy after it 
was claimed that 
elections could not 
have taken place 
because it was not clear 
who or not was 
T.A.W.U's members. 

Mr. Hayes subse- 
quently sought 8 
restraining order fromm 
the high court to stop 
any other meeting until 
membership was 
verified. 

Mr. Harford, in his 
address as outgoing 
T.U.C. boss referred to 
the situation in 
T.A.W.U., saying that 
the parties concerned 
must find an amicable 
way of dealing with the 
differencies “without 
assasinating cach 
others’ character.” 

He said the only 


thing that the conflict 
will achieve is to 
polarise and weaken the 
union. 

Mr. Harford -also 
hinted at the difficult 


times ahead foy 
workers, and said that 


the T.U.C.s “role is 
most critical.” He said 
it can no longer remain 
silent. “The voice of 
labour will have to 
echo loudly in the 
society," he added. 





Secretariat for TUC 
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[Text] 
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‘THE Grenada Trade 
Union Council will be 
establishing a full-time 
secretariat. 

An official ceremony 
for the opening of such 
a secretariat is planned 
for Thursday April 
23rd. 

The Public Workers 
Union is making the 
space availsble for such 
a secretariat at its 
building in Tantcen. 

Three people will be 
employed at the secre- 
tariat - an Executive 
Officer, Secretary and 
an Office Attendant. 


The Secretariat will 
handle the “day-to-day” 
running of the affairs 
of the union, and will 
help in the organisa- 
tion of seminars and 
publications on the 
behalf of the T.U.C. 

At the moment no 
one works with the 
T.U.C full-time. 

Money for the 
running of the office 
for at least the first 
three years is being 
provided by a similar 
organisation of trade 
unions in Norway. 
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BLAIZE REFUSES TO MEET BUSINESSMEN ON TAX ISSUE 
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[Text ] 
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The Prime Minister, 
Mr. Herbert Blaize has 
declined a request from 
the Chamber of Indus- 
try and Commerce for a 
second meeting to 
discuss the business 
levy introduced in this 
year's budget. 

Mr. Blaize said the 
written request from the 
Chamber repeated the 
arguments put forward 
at their first meeting. 
He said it would serve 
no useful purpose to 
hear those arguments 
again. 

Mr Blaize added that 
he regreted the Cham- 
ber had not prepared a 
document listing cases 
fo hardship caused by 
the business levy for 
businesses which trade 
only in price controlled 
items and fuel. The 
prime minister had 
asked the Chamber to 
prepare such a docu- 


ment at the first meet- 
ing on March 3. He 
said he's prepared to 
meet with the Chamber 
once he has received 
such information. 

President of the 
Chamber of Industry 
and Commerce, Brian 
Pitt, said a document 
will be compiled list- 
ing anomalities. How- 
ever, Mr Pitt said those 
companies adversely 
affected by the business 
levy are not just those 
companies who trade in 
price controlled items 
and fucl. He believes a 
number of companies 
will be worse off under 
the new levy and may 
have to borrow money 
to pay tax assesments. 

The controversial 2 
1/2 per cent business 
levy introduced in this 
year budget replaces a 
10 per cent tax on 
profits. 
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MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE JONES DISCUSSES PROGRAMS 


St Georges THE GRENADIAN VOICE in English 24 Mar 87 pp 6-7 


[Text } 


This week our guest 
on FACE TO FACE is 
the Minister of 
Agriculture, Tourism 
and External Affairs 
Ben Jones. 


Q. Mr. Jones, 


it seems that it 
has been a hard 
time settling down 
in your new min- 
isteries after Mr. 
George Brizan, 
whom we under- 
stand did quite 
some work in agri- 
culture in parti- 
cular, and had won 
the admiration of 
many in that sec- 
tor. It seems that 
it has been a hard 
act to follow, but 
have you settled 
in? 


A. I think I am 


settling well. I haven't 
got to every area of the 
Ministry, but every- 


where | have gone they | 
have received me well. 


Everybody is  co- 
operating very nicely, 
and I have said to them 
that my intention is to 
build on Mr.Brizan's 
work and to make the 


Ministry even more 
efftective, and I think 
we are on the way to 
doing that. 


Q. How strong 


will you say is the 
state of agriculture 
in the country 
today, and what 
needs to be done? 


A. Clearly, agri- 


culture is strong, be- 
cause I think that 
strength must be 
measured against the 
confidence of the far- 
mers. Agriculture is 
farming and the farmers 
felt very confident, 
working hard; they are 
planting, reaping, they 
are selling and there is 
a new mood - people 
want to do things. I 
think the economy in 
that area is going to 
grow tremendously es- 
pecially because of the 
new confidence the 
farmers are reflecting. 
Of course it is a vast 
industry and no matter 
who handles it, no 
matter how much one 
does, there will always 
be problems. I have 
heard for instance that 
farmers are a little bit 


concerned about the 
distribution of cocoa 
plants. I am told by 
the people of the 
Cocoa Rehabilitation 
Project they will be 
implementing a new 
distribution system, so 
that it seems that 
problem will get over. 

I have heard com- 
plaints too that some 
people are not seeing 
their extension officers 
as often as they would 
like. We have talked 
about this and we are 
certainly taking steps 
to correct that. 

In certain other areas 
like in garden produc- 
tion, some farmers 
have not been able to 
get their products into 
the market. We are 
also looking into that. 
Last Thursday we met @ 
farmer at Chambeau, 
Mr. T, with quite a lot 
of,peas and corn on his 
hand. But we have 
assured him that we are 
going to do all we can 
to assist him. 

Coconut farmers too 
are now having a hard 
time because the coco- 
nut factory at Tempe is 
unfortunately unable to 
take all their products. 
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In fact, I don't think it 
is taking any more at 
all. But we are looking 
into this. I have put 
two of my very senior 
agriculture officers to 
assist them and we are 
trying to develop 8 
strategy designed to 


find an alternate market 
for their products. So 
we are working on that, 
and I think that very 
soon we should remove 
the problems that they 
have now. 


Q e We have 


heard a lot about 
the Agriculture 
Crop Diver- 
sification Pro- 
gramme, what is 
the current state 
vith that? 


A. I have not had 


an opportunity to look 
fully into that. But I 
went to Sauteurs for 
instance in Mt. Rich 
and I saw some young 
farmers - and I was very: 
pleased that they were 


‘young farmers - and 


they are moving from 
the traditional cocos 
and nutmeg and 80. 
into vegetable farming. 
and I was told thai 











there were six two-man 
teams working in that 
area. And it seems to 
me that all-around the 
country, people are 
going into that kind of 
farming. And I think 
this is giving effect to 
the diversification. 

In so far as the 
cocoa, nutmeg and 
bananas and so are 
concerned people are 
planting, and they are 
going to continue to 
plant there because the 
prices are good. And 
in that way you can see 
the new confidence, and 
I don't think anybody 
will be able to get 
them to change that 
easily. But the young 
farmers are certainly 
diversifying: They are 
going out into the non- 
traditional areas and 
they are doing very 
well. And concious of 
the effort they are 
making we are taking 
steps to give to them 
the kind of assistance 


they need. In fact 
should be going bac 


to Sauteurs next week 


Tuesday to see some of. 


the farmers to learn 
about their problems to 
see what we can do to 
assist them. So the 
diversification in that 
area it is proceeding 
quite apace. 


. We have 


heard that under 
that programme 
they are putting 
more lands under 


sugar cane and 
they will build a 
mill in St. 
Andrew's. 
the news of this 
from your 
try's angle? 


e lL have met the 


Cene Farmers Associa- 
tion and we've talked 


and they have told me 
of their plans to bring 
more land under cane 
cultivation and I think 
it is an excellent idea. 
They have asked me to 
make available to them 
in the St. George's 
South area approxi- 
mately 80 acres of land 
for that purpose. 

have already refered it 
to cabinet and I shall 
be trying to make 
those lands available. 
They have a programme 
to increase the cane 
cultivation by as many 
as 250 acres both in 
the south and in the 
north of the country. 
They will be in the Mi. 
Hartman and other areas 
in the South end we 
will try to assist them 
by making the lands 
available. They are 
looking forward too to 
the norhtern parts such 
as Pointzfield, River 
Antoine, Conference 
and those areas, and 
they are interested in 
getting a small mill. 
They want to locate 
that mill somewhere 
about the boxing piant 
in Tivoli, to remove 
the problems €X- 
perienced by cane far- 
mers in these paris of 
having to haul cane all 
the way down to St. 
George's. Since talking 
to them I have had 
discussions with the 
management of the 
Woodlends Sugar Mill 
in connection with the 
factory and it seems 
that we will make 
available to them - 
there is a mill lying 
there - our discussions 
as with the Woodlands 
Sugar Factory centered 
very much around this 
mill and I think we 
have arrived at & 
scheme whereby .we 
will make available to 


those cane farmers the 
mill. Part of the ar- 
rangement will be that 
the syrup produced in 
the mill in St. Andrew 
will be sold to the 
Woodlands factory at 
market price. But we 
anticipate a situation 
where part of the syrup 
will be made available 
to the rum producers in 
St. Andrew. But I 
think the scheme is 
working and I think we 
will soon be able to 
address it properly. 
From the Ministry of 
Agriculture's standpoint 
we will make available 
to them the lands on 
which they wish to set 
the mill. I hope 
perhaps in a month or 
so we will see positive 
action in this matter of 
installing the mill in 
the northern area. 


Q e We know 


under the former 
Agricultural Min- 
ister there's been a 
process of cutting 
up lands to model 
farms, what is the 
state with that 
programme? 


e That process 


will continue and this 
is a governments poli- 
cy. When we came into 
office we decided that 
all the lands which the 
former governments 
had aquired would be 
assigned to the model 
farms co-operation and 
cut up into small farms. 
That process has begun 
and will continue, as I 


‘gaid it is a Govern- 


ments policy, we have 
no intention of reneg- 
ing on that in any way. 
It is proceeding and 
will continue. 


Q . What iis 


the benefits of 
those model farms? 
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A e Well we see 


tremendous benefits. 
We pattern our model 
farms from the St. 
Lucia pattern where 
lands are made avail- 
able to people who 
never had lands before. 
They are given every 
ounce of assistance to 
bring it under cultiva- 
tion and to maintain it 
under cultivation. And 
the Si. Lucia’s farms 
pai. off very hand- 
somely and we feel that 
applying the same kind 
of methods and proce- 
dures our model farms 
here can be as success- 
ful. 

Perhaps as a second 
benefit as far as we are 
concerned - in this 
scheme we are looking 
towards making the 
lands available to 
firstly agricultural 
workers whe worked on 
those estates. In areas 
with extras we will 
make them available to 
new people, preferably 
young people. What 
this means for us is 
that we are now making 
lands available to peo- 
ple who could not 
ordinarily have afforded 
to buy them. The 
scheme is proceeding 
on a kind of lease- 
purchase basis, we are 
making the lands avail- 


able to them in the 
first instance on lease. 
Allowing them to pay 8 
very small rent, very 
small rent so that they 
could work the lands 
live off it with their 
families and yet be 
paying ® small rent so 
they feel no burden. At 
the same time we will 
be providing them with 
all the assistance they 
will need to get the 
land cultivated and 
viable. 








I am not sure yet 
how many years they 
will continue to pay 
the rent but that rent 
that they pay will be 
calculated over a period 
of years and then 
quantified to reflect a 
kind of purchase price 
and when they have 
paid enough rent to 
equal the purchase price 
we will simply hand 
them a deed and tell 
them all the land is 
theirs now. So in fact 


they are buying lands 
without paying any 
purchase price at all. 
And we believe quite 
apart from the angle 
that the we think more 
lands could be brought 
under useful cultivation, 
it is also a way of mak- 
ing lands available to 
people who would not 
ordinarily have been 
able to buy. 


Q. The Grena- 


da Co-operative 
Banana Society 
have written to 
you about’ the 
possibility of giv- 
ing a sort of back- 
pay system for 
their farmers. Have 
you ministry 
recived that as 
yet, and what 
steps do you see 
you taking? 


e I have not yet 


seen the letter but I was 
with them on the ficld 
on Tuesday of last week 
and the question of this 
back-pay came up. In 
so far as we are con- 
cerned we will relate 
very closely with the 
association. In the 
cocoa industry and in 
the nutmeg industry 
they pay that back-pay 
and if we are satisfied 
that it is a viable 
proposition for the 


banana association we 
will support it. If the 
farmers want this we 
will do everything 
possible to help them 
set up such a structure. 


Q. What is the 


situation with 
moko disease, is it 
still a deadly 
threat to the 
banana industry? 


A. There is still a 


lot of moko around, we 
have been trying to 
bring it under control, 
we have succeeded to a 
fair extent, but the 
island although small 
is yet big in so far as 
banana cultivation is 
concerned. And we've 
yet been able to 
eradicate it,but we 
continue to try. We are 
hoping that the farmers 
will continue to co- 
operate and do what we 
ask them and this will 
help us to get rid of it 
more quickly. But 
there is still a little 
bit. J don't think it is 
anywhere nearly as big 
a problem as it used to 
be but is is still there. 


Q. Banana is 


facing increasing 
competition on the 
British market 
from bananas 
from Central 
America, are they 
planning to 


diversify the 
market and_ look 
for new markets 
for the bananas? 


A. We know that 


we are getting com- 
petition from Central 
and South America but I 
don't think the compe- 
tition is such as to 
cause us a real problem. 
We have every assur- 


ance that our traditional 
markets will continue 
to hold them and so 
perhaps it is not an 
immediate threat. But 
we are very concious of 
the possibility of dan- 
ger and while we take 
no positive steps to 
find additional markets 
we are looking at it we 
are considering the 
problem and sort of 
making preliminary 
plans to deal with it if 
it should come. 


Q. And _ there 


is an Indonesian 
Nutmeg delegation 
now . tn the 
country, have you 
had any talks with 
them, and what are 
the issues....? 


A e I have not yet 


met them but I know 
they're here and I'm 
scheduled to meet them. 
They've came here for, 
from what I've been 
told, to hold discuss- 
ions with our’ nutmeg 
association and the 
question of arriving at 
an agreement whereby 
Grenada and Indonesia 
will come together to 
market nutmeg on the 
world market and they 
will hold discussions 
with me on that be- 
cause as government we 
have some input to 
make, but essentially 
they are here to discuss 
with the nutmeg asso- 
ciation the question of 
an agreement that will 
allow them to market 
their nutmegs in a way 
that will permit them 
some greater measure of 
control and so greater 
benefits from that com- 
bined effort. 


Q e What other 


new developments 
or plans your 


ministry have 
which you will 
like to disclose at 
this moment? 


A. Well actually I 
am still in the process 
of taking over the 
ministry I have not 
yet seen all aspects of 
it and I don't think I 
should be able to talk 
about any grand scheme 
until I have seen all 
aspects of it and had an 
asessment of the over- 
all thing. I can say 
that we are moving 
forward and certainly 
there will be the need 
to attempt to upgrade 
certain services within 
the ministry. But I 
could'nt tell you in 
which areas as yet or 
tell you what we will 
do until I've had a fuller 
asessment of the whole 
situation. 


Q . But wher 


are the ideas - 
maybe you've 
come in anéd you 
have certain ideas 
that you'll like to 
see certain things 
get done.... 


A. I believe there 


has been a problem re- 
cultivating cocoa. 
Trips, witches broom, 
beatle and the new 
woodants have done 
havoc in our cocoa 
fields and ‘arge tracks 
of land had been laid 
waste. There have been 
efforts to re-cultivate 
this because we are 
thinking of increasing 
our cocoa preJuction, 
there is good market 
now. Our traditional 
buyers want all that we 
can produce and the 
Japanese vwant some 
extra, but we don't 
have. But a lot of our 
land remain uncultiva- 
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ted because of the de- 
vastation wrought by 
the beatle, trips and 
witches broom and so. 
So we must bring that 
under cultivation. Be- 
‘cause of a problem in 
plant distribution a lot 
of farmers who habe 
wanted to re-cultivate 
their lands have not 
been able to and 
they've been experien- 
cing a measure of frus- 
tration. 

One of my main 
concerns is to get the 
Gistribution going in a 
some basis where | 
plants could be made 
available to all of 
those who are anxious 
to re-cultivate hope- 
fully they will in «@ 
very short time be able 
to increase the produc- 
tion and so take ad- 
vantage of the oppor- 
tunities put forward by 
the world markets. 
Now too, I am not 
entirely happy that we 
have in addressing the 


question of pest control 
properly. I do not 
believe that the ser- 
vices are available to 
all the people who need 


it nad I want a close 
look at that and address 
it so that we can im- 
prove the services -and 
assist farmers in pro- 
tecting their fields 
against the ravages of 
those pests. 


Q. And now to 


Tourism, we know 
we have the inter- 
national airport 
and the British 
Airways come with 
new flights from 
April and so but it 
seems that we still 


have problems 
with hotel rooms - 


if the touriss 
industry is going 
to develop. How 
many new rooms 
do we expect this 
year? 


A. I am told that 


by the end of this year 
we ought to have in the 
vicinity of 1500 
rooms. It would be 
good if we' are 
successful in getting 
that 1500 total rooms - 
- we now have slightly 
over 600 rooms now 
and we hope to bring 
in some 1200 to meet 
the new situation. But 
that is the problem, 
hotel beds. We've been 
told this by the airlines 
and we've been trying 
to induce a lot of new 
lines to come in and 
they're reluctant to 
come in until they're 
gure: that the people 
they bring in can get 
rooms to stay. So we 
are making every 
effort. We're trying to 
offer incentives to 
hoteliers to get them to 
build so that hopefully 
that we can increase the 
number of rooms to the 
1500 that I said by the 
end of this year. 
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VALIDITY OF PRG LAWS--All laws passed by the People's Revolutionary Govern- 
ment between 1979-83 are now constitutionally valid after the passing 
through all stages of the People's Laws, Interim Government Proclamations 
and Ordinances, confirmation of Validity Act Bill in parliament last 
Friday. However, Attorney General Dr Francis Alexis said that the laws 
will be ratified and indicated that certain laws might be completely struck 
out. Although this Bill was already passed in 1985, Dr Alexis said that 

it had to be passed again because at the first passing it did not meet the 
constitutional requirement of the accompaniment of a certificate from the 
Governor General. Other bills passed in last Friday's sitting of parliament 
are The Loan Contract (Venezuela investment fund and Government of Grenada) 
(Approval) Act, 1987 and the Business Levy (Amendment) Act, 1987. [Text] 
[St Georges THE GRENADIAN VOICE in English 28 Mar 87 p 12] /9317 
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GOVERNMENT PROBE HITS PNP FOR SPONSORING ALLEGED LIBYAN TERRORISTS 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 28 Mar 87 p 3 


[Text] The Ministry of National Security is investigating "attempts" by 
two Libyans, one of whom is an alleged international terrorist, to enter 
Jamaica and the "apparent involvement of a senior PNP official" in the 
affair. 


A letter from the Minister of National Security, the Hon Errol Anderson 
written to PNP President Michael Manley, stated that only recently this 
matter was brought to his attention and had been giving his Ministry great 
concern. 


The letter said: "In February, 1987, two Libyans, one of whom we learnt is 
an alleged international terrorist, applied for visas to travel to Jamaica 
to get married. The visa application were sponsored by a senior PNP 
official." These applications for visas were refused. 


"Investigations by the Ministry have revealed that the planned marriage 
in Jamaica was a cover for the establishment of a clandestine operation 
here. Failing the approval of visas, the Libyans intended to marry 
Jamaicans in a third country in the region to facilitate easy entry. 


"We are aware of a recent increase in Libyan activities in the Caribbean 
designed to support revolutionary movements and to conduct terrorist 
operations. In co-operation with other countries in the region the Ministry 
of National Security is monitoring this situation very closely." 


The Minister said that the Commissioner of Police was investigating the 
alleged circulation of an anonymous paper, reportedly linking the PNP with 
"persons involved in terrorist and disruptive activities in the country." 


The Minister said that the Commissioner had informed him that he had not 
seen this paper nor had he been told of the source of the PNP's information. 


In commenting on the PNP's intention to organise demonstrations and protests 
in support of their call for General Elections, Mr Anderson said: "You must 
be aware that such action can only damage the country, heighten political 
tension, disrupt the economy and therefore can neither be in the national 
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interest, nor be consistent with your professed desire to avoid heightening 
tension in the society." 


"The outrageous behaviour at the funeral of the late Honourable Edna Manley 
demonstrates quite clearly that even with the best intentions your Party 

is unable to control its supporters. I therefore call on the leadership of 
the PNP to desist from any form of demonstrations that may lead to a breach 
of the peace or develop into public disorder." 
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JAMAICA 


MANLEY TAKES ISSUE WITH GLEANER EDITORIAL ON ECONOMY 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 19 Mar 87 p 8 


[Letter to the Editor from Michael Manley, president of the Peoples 
National Party] 


[Text } 


he Gleaner Editorial of 
Wednesday, March 3, 
1987, seeks to take issue with 
statements which I made on a 
recent visit to Washington on 
the performance of the Jamai- 
can economy under the JLP 
regime. 1 must note that the 
points | made in Washington 
are the same ones various 
spokespersons for the PNP (in-' 
ae myself) have made re- 
peatedly at home. It is of inter- 
est that the GLEANER Is moved. 
to respond, only when the: 
points receive publicity in Wa- 
shington. — | 
The GLEANER purports to refute, 
my assertions by using certain indi- 
cators as evidence that the economy 
is indeed showing signs of recovery. 
These indicators are:— a a 
{a) the growth in GDP in 1986 
(b) the increased stability in the 


rate; 
(d) the growth in industrial output, 


y and 

{e) the reduction in the fiscal deficit. 
1 will discuss each of these indi- 

cators but will also raise certain. 

vital questions which were deliber- 

ately and conveniently avoided by 

‘the editorial. 


Let us begin with the question of 
GDP growth: The editorial speaks of 
he “massive decline in GDP” up to 
the end of 1980 as if 1980 marked 
the end of decline for the Jamaican 
economy. | wonder if the GLEANER 
‘writer is aware that, in real terms, 
the country’s GDP tn 1985 (the last 
year for which official data are 
available) was the same as ft was In 
1980. Simply put, the country’s 
economy has had no cumulative 
growth in the first five years of the 
JLP regime during whic “recovery” 
{s said to have taken place. When 
combined with a growing popula- 
‘tion, the fact is that per capita GDP 
declined by over 6 per cent during 
the first five years of the JLP re- 
gime. 
The editorial next makes refer- 
ence to “greater stability in the ex- 
change rate”. It Is simply incredible 
‘that anyone would raise this as an 
achievement of this Government. It 
js hard to believe that anyone who 
Jived through the period 1983 to 
1985 when the value of one dollar 
ropped from $1.78 to the U.S. dol- 
ar to $6.20 to the U.S. dollar would 
ite the stabilization of the currency 
s the achievement of this Adminis- 
tration. The irrefutable fact is that 
the Government abandoned its de- 
valuation policy only after the 
PNP’s protests, culminating in a 
march on the Bank of Jamaica in 
October 1985, made it impossible 
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for it to continue. However, | must 
warn the country that many of the 
same policies which precipitated 
the rapid decline in our currency's 
. value continue and unless these are 
curtailed we will have to reap the 
consequences down the road. 

The moderation in the rate of 
inflation in 1986 is also listed by 
the editorial as a major achievement 
of the Governmeni, but no attempt 
is made to establish the direct link 
between the lowering of the infla- 
tion rate and the cessation of deval- 
uation. I wish, however, to publicly 
acknowledge that there were years 
during the last PNP Administration, 
particularly 1978 and 1980, when 
the rate of inflation brought in- 
creased hardships on most house- 
holds. However, to pretend that this 
is in contrast to the years under the 
present Administration is to be dis- 


honest, 
Fiscal deficit 


The fact is that during the four 
year period 1983-1986, the cost of 
living increased by over 108 per 
cent, in other words more than 
doubled. The public can be the best 
judge, therefore. of the editorial's 
claim that “the astronomical rise in 
the cost of living index which had 
ruled during Mr. Manley's adminis- 
tration has been halted with a sig- 


nificant moderation in the rate of 
inflation”. 

The editorial cites a statistic of 
9.1 per cent increase in industrial 
output for 1986. I have no idea 
where this figure comes from. How- 
ever, if a source can be found, !t 
would be useful if such an increase 
can be reconciled with the fact that 
imports of raw materials and capi-' 
tal goods decreased in 1986 while 
that of consumer goods increased. 
Given the economy's well-known 
dependence on imported inputs, 
how did the jndustrial sector 
achieve such a growth rate using | 
less raw materials? 


I now turn to the question of the 
fiscal deficit and the recently an-- 
nounced surplus on the current 
account for 1986/87. As regards the. 
fiscal deficit, the JLP Government 
had deliberately perpetrajed “the 
myth that fiscal deficits reached the: 
highest levels under the PNP. As I 
detailed in an extensive letter to the 
Editor last year, the fact is that the 
highest levels of fiscal deficit in our 
history were attained by the JLP in 
the 1983/84 fiscal year reaching 


"18.7 per cent of GDP. 1 challenge 
the Government or the GLEANER to 
refute this. In fact, this massive 
fiscal deficit in 1983/84 was a ma- 
jor contributory factor to the termi 
| nation of the then existing Extend: 
ed Fund Agreement with the IMF. 


As regards the surplus on cur- 
rent account, the fact is that this 


eee eeeeee 


possible by the decline ia the mre 
of off on the world mort: hie 
Government has simply moved 
these excess profits (nearly$?00 
million) into the Consolidated hund 
by increasing the concunmption duty 
on petroleum products. Henes this 
surplus on current: account has 
nothing to do with improved finan 
cial management but siniply the 
result of an external occurrence 
over which the Goverment had no 
control. ’ 


?* e e e 
| Chronic deficit 

The country must wonder why 
the GLEANER editorial, in tts desire 
to praise the Government, fatls to 
mention two factors which above all 
others will affect our ability to sur- 
vive in both the medium and long 
term. These issucs are (he chronic 
deficit on external trade and the 
size of the country’s external debt 
In fact, the two issues are i niate 
ly related. It is a matter of recerd 
that during the first five vers. 
1981-1985, of this Government's 
Administration, the accumulated 
external trade deficit vias over (US) 
$2764 million on an average or ocr 
US$550 (093.025 million) per year 
In 1985, the deficit was loreer thon 
our export earnings which meant 
that we imporfed over $2 lor cach 

ollar we carned from exports. 


.. Highest per capita 
external debt 


This extrenched policy of living 
beyond our means has contributed 
to the doubling of our external debt 
to over (US)$3,500 (JS$19,250 nfl 
lion) in six years, givinfs us one of 
the highest per capita external debt 
figures in the world. In fact, cur per 
capita external debt ts twice that of 
Brazil. There ts no way that any 
apologist for the Government can 
credibly attempt to explatn aaay 
these two problems or, as is usual, 
attempt to lay the blame on the last 
PNP Adininistration. 

Finally, on behalf of the PN | 
must state that, as far os we are 


93 








concerned, what fs of critical impor - 
tance ts not the economic variables 
in and of themselves Rather, the 
important tssuc is the effect on the 
population, especially the most eco 
‘nomically disadvantaged. It is {n 
this arca that the Government's 
_policies, have failed the inost disas- 
trously, as the six-year period has 
‘seen unprecedented deterioration in 
all social services, in particular 
health and education, to the point 
where many wonder whether a re 
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covery is possible. At the same tine, 
increases in the level of TLL 
trition espectally amongst children 
are documented throughout the Is: | 
land. 2) 
. When the factors are all taken 
into consideration, the public must 
.fudge what to believe in asses: ing 
the performance of this Govern: 
ment -- the facts that | have pre 
sented or the carefully selected 
pieces of information presented by 
the editorial. 
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PROSPECTS FOR JLP-PNP PRE-ELECTION TALKS MOVE FORWARD 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 25 Mar 87 pl 


[Text ] 


PNP PRESIDENT Michael Manicy 
has suggested an carly meeting be- 
tween Prime Minister Edward Seaga 
and himself to discuss the tensions 
which now exist in the country with 
the view to reaching an agrecment 
on a political code of conduct be 
tween their two parties, PNP and 
JLP. 

Discussions had been inittated 
-between both parties last year to 
‘wards this objective 

A PNP release sald that In a 
ietter, which was delivered to Mr. 
Seaga at Jamaica House on March 
20. Mr. Maniey reminded him that 
at the Jamaica Labour Party's an 
nual conference last year he had 
announced that the party had been 
placed on an “election footing.” 
He also referred to the fact that 
the PNP was now conducting a 
campaign for the holding of General 
Elections as soon as possible. 

' Because of this action by both 


parties, Mr. Manley said “there are 
tensions tn the socicty which had to 
be addressed by the leadership of 
| both our parties if we do not wish to 


see our country tear itself apart 
Neither you nor I wish this to hap 
pen,” he added. 


Mr. Manley’s le*‘er was prompted 
by three things, the release said: 


Manley Letter to Seapa 


First was the shooting and wound 
ing of four PNP supporters In Middle 


. Quarters in St. Elizabeth, who were 


returning from the PNP’s Black Riv 
er Public Meeting on Sunday March 
8. 

Second was un unsigned paper 
received by a number of persons of 
influence in Jamaica referring, 
among other things, to a special 
and secret committee set up by the 
PNP to plan terrorist and disruptive 
activities in the country. 


Third is a rumour, which Mr. 
Manley said was being circulated, 
that the PNP was importing wea- 


pons as part of its “Election De 
mand Campaign.” 

Mr. Manicy informed Mr. Seaga 
that there was no truth In these 
accusations.He reminded him of his 
repeated statements that the PNP's 
view was that General Elections 
should be held this year 


“We have also said quite clearly 
that if your Government Insists on 
beginning a new political year with 
the opening of Parliament and the 
presentation of a Budget for 
1987/88, we will be organising 
demonstrations and protests. There 
is no secret about that intention,” 
Mr. Manley said. 
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He re-stated, however, that these 
demonstrations will be peaceful and 
would be conducted within the Law 
and the Constitution. 

“My party,” he declared, “does not 
believe political hostility fs nec- 
esary. We are satisfied there Is a 
basic underlying goodwill towards 
each other by all the people of Ja- 
maica. It 1s our sincere desire to 
conduct our present campaign 
peacefully and we Intend to contin 
ue doing so. | am sure you share 
these sentiments and I, therefore. 
look forward to an early reply.” 


The agreement between the par 
tles when reached should be made 
public so that PNP and JLP sup 
porters would be guided in their 
activities, said Mr. Manley. He told 
Mr. Seaga that the PNP’s General 
Secretary and himself had previous 
ly informed Messrs. Carl Samuda 
and Bruce Golding of the party's 
desire to resume the discussions; 
but there had been no positive re: 
sponse. 

The General Secretary of thé 
PNP, Dr. Paul Robertson has dis- 
cussed the allegations in the letter 
and the rumours being circulated, 
with the Commisstoner of Poltce. 














JLP Response 


Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 29 Mar 87 p 1 


[Text ] 


/9317 


cso: 3298/189 


THE Jamaica Labour Party (JLP) 
has agrecd to arrange @ date for a 
resumption of bi-partisan dis- 
cussions with the People's National 
Party (PNP). 

A letter from the JLP’s Chair- 
man, the Hon. Bruce Golding re- 
ferred to a letter dated March 20 
addressed to Prime Minister Edward 
Seaga from PNP President Michael 
Manley, which among other things 
suggested a resumption of bi-parti- 
san discussions which preceded last 
year's Local Government Elections. 


“The Jamaica Labour Party con- 


curs with this suggestion and | will 
be contacting you directly to ar- 
range a date for the resumption of 
these talks, hopefully in the coming 
week. We can, at the same time, 
agree on the structure of the first 
and subsequent meetings,” the let- 
ter sald. 


Mr. Manley had carlicr suggested 


an early meeting between the Prime 


Minister and himself to discuss the 
tensions “which now exists in the 


‘country with a view to reaching an 


agreement on a political code of 
conduct” between the two parties. 
In that letter which was also the 


subject of a news reicase to the 
Gleaner, the PNP President had 
made reference to the fact that the 
PNP was now conducting & cam- 
ign for the holding General 
Elections as soon as possibic. 

Mr. Manley's letter was prompted 
by three things, the release said: 
the shooting and wound! of four 
PNP supporters in Selddie Quarters. 
St. Elizabeth, who were returning 
from the PNP’s Black River public 
meeting on March 8 and an un- 
8 paper received by a number 
of influential persons referring to 
among other things, a special com- 


‘mittee set up by the PNP to plan 


terrorist acitivities in Jamaica. The 


third was a rumour that the PNP 


was importing weapons as part of 
its “Election Demand Campaign’. 








JAMAICA 


PNP SPOKESMAN ON AGRICULTURE RAPS FAILURE OF SEAGA PROJECT 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 28 Mar 87 p 3 


[Text ] 


A CHARGE that Prime Minister Ed- 
ward Seaga himself led farmers in 
the Rio Grande valley in Portland to 
enter into a massive project to pro- 
duce heart-of-palm for export, and 
that the project had been aban- 
doned by the. Government but the 
farmers were not told about this 
until recently, has been made by 
the PNP spokesman on Agriculture, 
Mr. Horace Clarke. 


Speaking at a news conference at 
the PNP’s Old Hope Road headquar- 
ters, yesterday, Mr. Clarke and a 
member of the party's task force on 
agriculture, Mr. Lawrence, 
said that one million heart-of-palm 
secdlings had been planted at Caen- 
wood as nursery stock. “These are 
now growing up into tall palm 
trees,” but it was only recently that 
an officer of the Ministry indicated 
that the heart-of-palm project was 
not feasible and had been scrapped. 

“In the meantime, the farmers 
have abandoned their lucrative ba- 
nana cultivation, valued at over J$1 
million because they were instruct- 
ed to plant heart-of-palm seedlings,” 
said Mr. Lawrence, who odided that 
the original plan was that Golden 
Vale Farm at Fellowship and Bur- 
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lington at the mouth of the Rio 
Grande’ would be ‘mother farms’ 
and the Caenwood nursery was to 
become the nursery for the project 
and farmers would be supplied with 
secdlings to lay out two-acre and 
three-acre plots in the crop. 

Mr. Clarke said that in the 
“cleaning-out” of the banana crop 
which took place to make way for 
the heart-of-palm project, four = 
lic banana boxing ts had been 
closed; these were ted at Moore 
Town, Fellowship, Seaman’s Valicy 
and St. Ma ‘s Bay. These 
plants, up to 1982, used to process 


1,000 boxes of fruit each week. In 
addition, there were three prop- 
erties which used to supply ba- 
nanas for export. bs are Unity 
Vv . Golden Vale Burlington. 
All three had been taken out of 
bananas, he said. 

af. A By - 
a -palm as 
he stated that this was one of a list 
t on which the govern- 
wasted an estimated $300 


pro- 
embarked 
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took office. 

At the news conference. which 
Mr. Clarke said was a ‘pre-Farmers’ 
Month news conference,’ he said 
that for yet another year. the JLP 
regime had not given the slightest 
ay a “recognizable agricu tural 


The projects which he listed were 
—_ Spring Plain, on which J$168 
million had been lost; Bernard 
Lodge factory and adjoining sug- 
arcane lands, on which the loss at 
last count had exceeded J$10 mil- 
lion. He said “the unlovely sight of 
acres of sweet peppers drying up on 
their stems can now be scen on 
these much-needed, traditional 
cane lands;” the other project was 
‘the lease of a defunct sugar factory 


_in Belize for J$20 million. “So Inde- 
cent was the haste to fly in face of 
concerted opposition that this was 
done even before the vital element 
of Petrojam's supplying Belize with 
petroleum products had been suc- 


cessfully negotiated. And what fs 
more, the lease ment was 
signed although we told them (and 


they knew) that these negotiations 
were not going well.” 








JAMAICA 


IMF PACT IMPOSING AUSTERITY ON PUBLIC CORPORATIONS 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 20 Mar 87 The Financial Gleaner p 1 


[Text ] 
GOVERNMENT is imposing austerity measures on Public Entities 


(statutory corporations) in order to meet external balance of pay- 
ments and public sector deficit requirements. These measures 
include significant cuts in the expenditures of Public Entities to 
substantially reduce the public sector deficit. 

These measures are a part of the Government's undertaking to 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) in the recently-concluded 


agreement. 

In four entities alone, the cuts in expenditure for fiscal 1987 /88 
amounts to $117 million below that of the revised estimates 
for 1986/87. In addition, rate increases to some entities will 
cost the consumer a further $61 million. 

The National Housing Trust Is required to scale down its net 
lending by $30 million. These are lending operations through other 
financial institutions for the financing of mortgages for housing. 

The Urban Development Corporation will be reducing ite com- 
mercial building activities by $32 million. Air Jamaica will reduce 
its investment in transportation and equipment by $22 million. 

In addition, the Jamaica Commodity Trading Company is re- 
structuring subsidies on powdered milk. It will also discontinue 
demestic processing of soyabean meal. This will result in a saving 
of $33 million. 

On the other hand. rates charged by Public Entities are being 
increased to help reduce the deficit Increases in telephone rates of 
the Jamaica Telephone Company and Jaminted alone are expected 
to improve the net surplus of the public sector by $61 million in 
1987/88. A further $20 million is expected from increases in 
business license fees. 

Government has committed to the IMF that it will adjust the 
prices of goods and services provided by the public sector as 
necessary to ensure the achievement of the targetted financial 

rogramme in the public sector. In addition, the scope of price 
penas controls will not be increased during the year 1987/88. 
CSO: 3298/189 











MERCHANDISE TRADE FOR 1986 BETTERS TOTAL FOR 1985 


JAMAICA 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 30 Mar 87 The Financial Gleaner p 3 


[Text ] 


Jamaica's balance of merchan- 
dise trade amounted = to 
U.S.$378.8 million for the year 
1986. al 

Preliminary data indicate this 
U.S.$196.2 million improvement on 
the 1985 U.S.$575 million deficit, 
was the result of a decline in im- 
ports coupled with a slight increase 
in exports. 

Imports for the year totalled 
U.S.$976.4 million down 14.6 per- 
cent compared with U.S.$143.6 mil- 
lion in 1985. Exports were valued 
at U.S.$597.6 million, up 5 percent 
from U.S.$568.6 million in 1985. 

Imports declined significantly in 
the categories ‘Mineral Fuels, Lubri- 
cants and Related Materiais’, ‘Ant- 
mal and Vegetable Oils and Fats’, 
and ‘Machinery and Transport 
Equipment’. 

There were also marginal de- 
clines in ‘Food’ imports (approxt- 
mately 1} percent), and ‘Crude 
Materials inedible excluding Fuels’ 
(1.6 percent). All the other catego- 
ries showed Increases. 


The value of exports increased in | 


all sections except ‘Mineral Fuels’ 
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and ‘Machinery and Transport 
Equipment’. 

The preliminary data Indicate 
that, classified by ‘Economic Func- 
tions’, imports in two of the main 
categories, ‘Raw Materials’ and 
‘Capital Goods’ declined, while the 
third, ‘Consumer Goods’ registered 
a 27 percent increase. 

imports of ‘Consumer Goods’ 
were valued at U.S.$200.9 million, 
U.S.$42.7. million more than in 
1985. 

Imports of ‘Raw Materials’ va- 
lued at U.S.$529.5 million, were 
U.S.$173.3 million tess than in 
1985, while imports of ‘Capital 
Goods’ declined from U.S.$285.5 
million to U.S.$246 million. 

A U.S.$169.3 million decrease in 
the value of the fuel bill was pri- 
marily responsible for the fall in 
‘Raw Matertals’ imports. 

The decrease in ‘Capital Goods’ 
can be attributed to the 30.8 per: 
cent and 13.5 percent fall in the 
sub-categories ‘Transport, Equip- 
ment’ and ‘Other Machinery and 
Equipment’ respectively. 
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Exports of ‘Miscellaneous Man- 
ufactured Articles’, which includes 
the export of articles of apparel and 
clothing under the 807 Programme, 
increased by approximatcly 40.5 
percent. — 

Domestic exports were estimated 
at U.S.$573.9 million and re-ex- 
ports U.S.$23.7 million. As @ group. 
traditional exports earned 
U.S.$411.5 million in 1986, 8 per- 
cent more than in 1985. 

Estimated earnings from Bauxite 
and ‘Alumina, the main commodi- 
ties in this group, show an increase 
of 6.7 percent over the 11985 fig- 
ure. There were also increased 
earnings from bananas, sugar. CO- 
coa and rum. 

The value of non-traditional ex- 
ports increased by 5.4 percent. 
moving from U.S.$154.1 millfon tn 
1985 to U.S.$162.4 million. 

Imports for December amounted 
to U.S.$96.4 million and exports 
U.S.$52.8 million. 


SOURCE: Statistical Bulletin, 
Statistical Institute of Jamaica 





MEXICO 


BRIEFS 


JAPANESE EXIMBANK CREDIT--Salina Cruz, Oaxaca, 1 April--Francisco Rojas, Pemex 
Director, has issued instructions to hasten the completion of the Pacific oil 
Project here. There is $500 million available, lent by Japan's Export and 
Import Bank, Eximbank, for this project. The first half of this amount, $250 
million, has already been delivered to Mexico. In addition, the $500 million 
loan is part of a $1 billion package agreed to on 26 February to foster 
exports and complete a steel project at the Lazaro Cardenas port, Michoacan. 
[Summary] [Mexico City EL NACIONAL in Spanish 2 Apr 87 p 1 PA] /12913 


CSO: 3248/265 
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PARAGUAY 


CREATION OF NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC FRONT CONSIDERED 
PA212310 Havana International Service in Spanish 2300 GMT 19 Mar 87 
["Our America” commentary, read by Pedro Garcia Suarez] 


[Text] While official repression affects the country, especially in peasant 
communities such as Itapua, southeast of Paraguay, the opp»sition forces-- 
permanently watched by the United States--are discussing the position they 
will take in the elections slated for February 1988. The difference of 
opinion among these political forces concerns either the creation of a so- 
called National Democratic Front, or its alternative, abstentionism. The 
controversy among the parties started when Fernando Vera, president of the 
Febrerista Revolutionary Party (PRF), of social democratic leanings, and the 
only party that has been officially recognized by the regime, proposed the 
formation of the national front to terminate a regime that has been in power 
since 1954. 


Fernando Vera enjoys the support of the Socialist International. A delegation 
from that organization visited Paraguay recently and felt it was timely to 
encourage a unified electoral action. 


Another position is held by Aldo Zuccolillo, millionaire editor of the daily 
newspaper ABC COLOR, closed by Alfredo Stroessner. Zuccolillo defends the 
position of going to the elections with a candidate free of previous 
commitments. He supports Guillermo Caballero, son of a former Paraguayan 
president, and who has no previous history of political activities. 


Some observers believe that Zuccolillo's plan is agreeable to Washington. The 
executive feels it ig a matter of fanning the dictatorship's repressive 
tendencies, to show it off before public opinion as a violator of all 
citizens' rights, to obtain U.S. intervention and a change at the top. 


Other politicians, such as Miguel Abdon, of the Authentic Radical Liberal 
Party (PLRA) and Enrique Riera, of the Colorado Popular Movement (Mopoco), do 
not agree with the idea of having a national front. According to Abdon, the 
question does not lie in gaining the right to take part in the electoral 
farce, but to be able to elect the country's president freely. Rivera, on his 
part, feels that Stroessner's victory is unavoidable and that it would be 
wiser to create a transition government and a constitutional assembly after 
the tyrant ends his stay at the presidential house. 
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The U.S. Embassy in Asuncion does not hide its presence in the events 
sponsored by the opposition. It even accepts invitations such as the one made 
to the diplomatic representative Clyde Taylor by the so-called Women For 
Democracy Committee, made up of the wives of the political figures involved in 
the pre-election discussion. 


This game purports to ignore the popular fighters who, organized in 
associations such as the burgeoning Inter-labor Union Workers Movement 
[Movimiento Intersindical de Trabajadores], directly confront the repressive 
forces and stimulate the people's struggle. Moreover, the popular entities 
have united in permanent social organizations where there is no representation 
from traditional political parties. 


These are the elements in a Paraguayan scene whose basic characteristics are 
the existence of mass organizations engaged in antidictatorial action plans on 
the one hand, and professional politicians on the other, busy planning new 
tactics that will serve them in the 1988 elections. 


/12913 
CSO: 3348/860 


102 











PARAGUAY 


BRIEFS 


POLITICIAN CRITICIZES ITALIAN AMBASSADOR--Asuncion, 24 March (AFP)--A 
Paraguayan opposition politician today repudiated the remarks made here by 
Italian ambassador to Paraguay Giangido Lanzoni who stated that there are no 
missing people or political prisoners in Paraguay. Political leader Luis 
Andrada Nogues, of the Christian Democratic Party (PDC), today responded to 
Lanzoni, regretting the fact that the diplomat has become involved in such a> 
serious situation. Nevertheless, I understand that as long as he lives in his 
baroque palace he will remain detached from the true national situation, 
Andrada Nogues said. Andrada said that, as is the case with Lanzoni, several 
other chiefs of missions from democratic governments, instead of being 
champions of rights, are just beneficiaries seeking decorations. The 
politician was ironical about the stand adopted by the diplomat, stating that 
Lanzoni believes that the fate of humanity, and the principles and tenets of 
democracy and liberty are restricted to a decoration on the chest. This may 
become a stigma for decorations. Andrada felt that it would have been more 
correct for Lanzoni to remain silent as a way to safeguard the image of the 
country he represents. [Text] [Paris AFP in Spanish 0410 GMT 25 Mar 87 PY] 
/12913 


POLITICAL PRISONER'S RELEASE SOUGHT--Strasbourg, France, 12 March (AFP)-~-In a 
resolution approved today in Strasbourg, the European Parliament asks the 
Paraguayan authorities to release Captain Napoleon Ortigoza, retired, as soon 
as possible. Capt Ortigoza, who has been in jail since December 1962, is 
among the longest serving prisoners in Latin America. Capt Ortigoza was 
sentenced to a 25 year prison term for participating in a plot against 
Paraguayan President General Alfredo Stroessner and for killing a cadet. 
According to Amnesty International, he confessed to these crimes after being 
tortured. In a resolution presented by the Socialist bloc, the EEC 
unanimously stated that Ortigoza has been isolated in a cell for most of the 
past 23 years, that his trial by a military court was full of irregularities, 
and that several attorneys have for several years been unsuccessfully trying 
to obtain authorization to meet with him. [Text] [Paris AFP in Spanish 1205 
GMT 12 Mar 87 PY] /12913 


SENATE LEADERS CONFIRMATION--The Paraguayan Senate met yesterday and after a 
short debate elected the Senate leaders for the present legislative season. 
There were no changes: Dr Juan Ramon Chaves was reelected as president of the 
Senate, Dr. Ezequiel Gonzalez Alsina was reelected as first vice president; 
and Manuel Frutos Pane as second vice president. They are all members of the 
ruling Colorado Party. [Excerpt] [Asuncion EL DIARIO in Spanish 1 Apr 87 p 
10 PY) /12913 
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STUDENT'S ARREST-—Asuncion, 25 March (AFP)--The Coordinating Board of 
Independent Student Movements [Coordinadora de Movimientos Estudiantiles 
Independients] today reported in Asuncion that a Paraguayan secondary school 
student was arrested, is being held incommunicado, and has been accused of 
subversion for distributing pamphlets which express solidarity with a teacher 
dismissed from a public school. The teacher was dismissed for being an 
opposition member. Raquel Aquino, 18, was distributing leaflets at the 
National School for boys, expressing solidarity with teacher Maria Teresa 
Capurro, who, according to people close to her, was removed from her post 
because she was not a member of the ruling Colorado Party- [Text] [Paris AFP 
in Spanish 0723 GMT 26 Mar 87 PY] /12913 


CSO: 3348/859 
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ST CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS 


OPPOSITION LEADER COMMENTS ON CBI, REGIONAL SECURITY 


Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 22 Mar 87 p 1 


[Text ] 


/9317 


BASSETERRE, St Kitts. 
March 21, Cana: 

‘ Opposition teader Lee Moore, 
says Caribbean feaders have 
not played a sufficiently post- 
tive role to take full advantage 
of Washington's trade and aid 
plan known as the Caribbean 
Basin Initiative (CBI). 

Moore, in an interview with the 
opposition backed Labour Spokes- 


man newspaper, said the trade and 
ald package had not brought any 
real or meaningful benefits, at least 
to the smaller territories of the En- 
glish-speaking Caribbean. | 

The Labour Party leader said the 
fault did not necessarily lie with the 
United States, but pointed out many 
Caribbean leaders felt the bare an- 
nouncement of the CBI would “ush- 
er in the millenium of peace and 
plenty.” 


CSO: 3298/183 


“They woke up too late to discov- 
‘er that thefr countries had gotten 
nothing.” he added. 

Moore said he hoped the idea 
could work, but it must not be left 
entirely up to Washington. 


Policing 


_In the Interview which ts being 
serialised by the Spokesman, 
Moore, a former Premicr, aiso com- 
mented on the Regional Security 
System (RSS). 

He said he accepted that there 
should be some system of policing, 
patrolling and protecting the Carib- 
bean region, especially as the area 
was being used as a transhipment 
point for the movement of lar%e 
quantities of dangcrous drugs. 

No single country can control 
this development, he said admitting 
however to reservations over the 
RSS. 
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GOVERNMENT HIT FOR NOT NAMING ALLEGED "DRUG BARONS‘ 


Curepe THE BOMB in English 13 Mar 87 p 5 


[Unattributed column “BOMBits") 


[Text] 


/9274 
CSO: 


3298/180 


‘YOUR FAVOURITE column has been proven right: 


again. And this time we need no kudos for saying that 
the high point in the controversial Garvin Scott Drug 


Report was to make it public ‘and not take action 


against any one of the drug barons named. 
And how right we have been . 
The report was leaked in Barbados and two 


“'days later a copy filtered back to the Express from 
, Cana and AG Selwyn Richardson and PM ANR Robin- 
sin quickly told the nation that the report with all 


names would be released in Parliament. 

This they did, even debating the report in which 
the PN: said the names of four Cabinet Ministers from 
the PNM would be called, but he did not do so. 

The coke cops under Randolph Burroughs were 
suspended with full pay, but Mr. B resigned instead and 
has gone into hiding. 

Meantime, the coke men who kept a stable of 
rogue cops who sold bogus American dollars while on 
duty, have started cleaning up their ac: 

‘Not for a moment have they stopped dealing in 
white death. 

But have started transferring their million-dollar 
estates to relatives. 

In Icacos, the two big coke men now feel they 
have a licence to import coke from Tucupita and have 
special high-speed, fishing boats to bring in the drugs. 

Today, BB asks corruption buster AG Sellc what 
he intends to do about the coke barons in his report? 


It’s time for Sello to get the taxman on to the. 


coke barons. 

it could be done like in Jamaicé where the hat is 
passed around the coke camp and the State coffers are 
filled ... no questions asked. 

Drug dealing is 9 big and silent industry. 

It’s time for Robbie to draw out some of the 
wealth of the men wne become billionaires overnight. — 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 











TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


EVALUATION OF SCOTT DRUGS REPORT QUESTIONS CONCLUSIONS 


Port -of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 23 Mar 87 p 10 


and to the related of proof employed 
in arriving at conclusions: 

Ms Chapman concedes that cer- 
2 ee Fe cae to 
New York and Miami “ the t 
tendency of people to coals to Newcas- 

She however, information, ‘‘eas- 

available from of the U.S.? Drugs 


19274 
CSO; 3298/180 
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TURKS AND CAICOS 


TWO OPPOSITION PARTIES JOIN IN ASSAILING BRITISH RULE 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 24 Mar 87 p 1 


[Text] 


TURKS AND CAICOS, March 23: 


JOINT STATEMENT ISSUE 

both elected political parties 
Peoples Democratic Movement, and the Progressi 
Oswald Skippings, 
eader of the PNP, was a 


over the signatures of th 
the Hon. Dan Malcolm, |! 


e Hon. 


D TODAY by the majority members of 
of the Turks and Caicos Islands, the 
ve National Party , and 
leader of the PDM, and 
declaration of unity in 


their opposition to the “undemocratic British-imposed Advisory Council 


under a British governor 

' Today in Grand Turk, a formal 1 
was aborted shortly after convening by the 
and PNP, when an effort by the Governor a 


foiled. 


that is attempting 


This killed a proposed debate 
on the Budget and the Legisla- 
tive Council meeting was over a 


few minutes after it began. 


No Government business has 
taken place in the Turks and Caicos 
Islands due to fierce non-co-opera- 
tion -and non-compliance by the 
majority of the elected members of 
the Legislative Council since July 
23 of last yea? on thé creation of the 
British-tnnosed “Advisory Council” 
which ts currently headed by the 
Bettish Geverrtor, Michael Bradicy. 


Today's jnint statement by the 


/9317 
CSO: 3298/183 


two political leaders declared . that 
their campaign of non-co-operation. 
will contunue against this un-demo- 
cratic direct rule of British Governor 
Michael Bradley and his Advisory 
Council. 

Until “a democratically- elected 
government becomes the govern- 
ment of these Turks and Caicos 
islands,” PDM leader Oswald Skip- 
pings said, “no Government bust- 
ners that has our approval will ever 
take place until the democratic 
process becomes the norm nf these 
islands”. 

Reference was made by a key 


END 
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to govern these islands”. 

O a.m. meeting of the Legislative Council in the Council Chambers 
non-co-operation of the majority members of both PDM 
nd Advisory Council to elect a temporary Speaker was 


Turks and Caicos Istand govern: 
ment oiticer, whe wished to be 
anonymous, to the first Chief Min- 
ister and founding leader of the 
PDM, J.A.G.S. McCartney. who said 
in 1976 (when thé people of the 
Turks anc Caicos Islands rose up 
against th: 'tish In a mint rebel- 
lion which brought in the Ministert- 
al system) in his fight against Brit- 
ish autocratic rule under then 
British Governor ~ Mitchell: “We of 
the Turks and Caicos Island choose 
no longer to be the dust-bin of 
British culonial history”. 

















